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*? ton, Adnan, identified tbe 
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troop* leave 
lor Croatia 


... . ^-AMMAN (Petra) — The 
' • y Jordanian Aimed Forces Mon- 

■*•' ... ~;jday dispatched another batdi 

Jordanian peacekeeping 
• ji ^nc ea to Croatia. The forces 
•- seen off in fir ceremony 

- V.' tflbld at the Royal Military C6U 
•5 ;- - .' 'J spec and atten de d by Chairman 

. V - v*?» the Joint Chief erf Staff 

• r» ^General Abdul Hafez Mira’i 
:J t ^Ka’abneh. 

• Juppe due here 
: on Thursday 

i ... ., y*i AMMAN (Petra) — ■ French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
1 ^ is doe in Amman on Thursday 
^ . for a brief visit during which he 
_ J >«>Will discuss the situation and 
’■V:*' trends in the Middle Bast 
peace process as well as the 
1 :t ; bilateral relations. 

’ Kuwait to carry out 
1 execution paper 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will 
"■n hang a man for murder Tues- 

# hlTF in its second execution 
dg|i-( “since the 1991 Gulf war, a 

newspaper reported. “A sent- 
ence of execution by hanging 
wiU be carried out on non- 
Kuwaiti killer Kamel M.T. 
. i tomorrow morning,” said A1 
, Anba newspaper. The term 

“non-Kuwaiti” in the Kuwaiti 
v . J ?. media normally refers to a 
member of the emirate's so- 
called stateless Arab conumm- 
_ . ity. The emirate's two million 
population includes up to 
100,000 stateless Arabs. The 
paper sard Kamel M.T- shot £ 

‘ J man and tamed bwJtedrm A 
ditch In Sie desert m April 
1991. “The kffler droned tfo* 
ing the investigatiom that he 
killed the victim became the 
deceased married a lady in a 
“ non-Islamtc manner,” tiw pap- 
•••■"*— er said without elaborating. It 
did not give the nationality of 
■fffj'fiv the victim. 

5*CJE It . 

i c»p!* Hlzbollah: No links 
> - to Somaff tactions 

" BEIRUT (R) — The Hizbol- 
'*;.^lah(FartyofX>od)-ui-Ld»non 
■' iS Monday dismissed sugge stion s 
that tome of its members could 
be planning to launch car- 
*■ * bomb attacks against U.S. and 
- * U.N. forces in Somalia. “The 
resistance to these forces is a 

- ■ Sotnati resistance driven by 
* *■ - nationalistic motives especially 

' after the Americans revealed 
■ their true aggressive inten- 
tions,” it &nd m a statement. 

; U.S. officials in Mogadishu 
said HizboBah members from 
Lebanon or Iran had arrived in 
Mogadiihn and could be plan- 
v ■* ning car-bomb attacks (see 

;; 

Iran warns Franco 

COSIA (AP) — French- 




ff.IJi US 


less France reverses a decision 
to grant asylum to a leading 
Iranian opposition leader, Ira- 
«■* nian Foreign Minister Ali 
•* Akbar Velayati said Monday. 
‘ In an interview with the 
Tehran Times, Mr.- Velayati 
said that Fiance's derision to 
.ml i grant asylum to Maryam Ra- 
uvi “has. an impact on Iran- 
France” relations. “I hope that 
*2 < 5 # J* 1 French officials wm revise their 
• policy on- tbe terrorists before 
. Tcbran-Paris relations become 
■ h -. more tense,” the Times quoted 
Mr. Veliyati as saying- 

* 

JEkeu*hil«out 
’ ^|wwj»*low to Iraq 

• % ■ ABU DHABI (AFtj — Tbe 
, i- -Security Council unlikely to 
- i‘ ; Bit sanctions against Iraq «n the 
fanmetfiafe future despite prog- 
•’ N tern me&mnating its weapons 
of mass aKtiuctiOn. U.N. dis- 


Israel, PLO resume 
talks amid secrecy 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) resumed 
talks on Monday on an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jerioio. 

A PLO official said the rall« 
were going on at a secret Cairo 
venue. 

The Israeli embassy, the 
PLO mission and Egypt's 
Foreign Mmstry all refused to 
say whether tbe meeting had 
started. But the official, who 
, requested' anonymity, said m 
late afternoon that the sixth 
round of taUcs had been going 
| on for more than two boms. 

Diplomats said the nego- 
tiators, led by PLO strategist 
Nabil .Shaath and- Israeli 
.Major-General Amnon Sha- 
hak, would be trying to define 
“Jericho” and agree how many 
Israeli troops .can remain in 
Gaza to protect 3,000 Jewish 
settlers. 

The two sides are struggling 
- to reach agreement in time for 
ah Israeli withdrawal to start as 
scheduled on Dec. 13. 

They are holding tiie talks in 
secret- to avoid the media, 
which they complain have 
embarrassed both sides by pre- 
senting compromises as con- 
cessions. Earlier rounds were 
held in the sma0 Egyptian re-, 
'sort of Taba, where it was 
impossible to bide from repor- 
tens. 

Dr. Shaath told Reuters be- 


fore tins meeting: ‘The talks 
are a continuation of what we 
have started last week. We will - 
■ discuss security arrangements > 
and the Israeli troops with- 1 
drawal to meet the Dec. 13 
deadline.” 

A diplomat dose to the 
talks said: “The same ques- - 
turns are on the table,” defin- 
ing tbe borders of the Jericho - 
area and bow many soldiers ; 
and policemen from each side • 
would deploy and along which 
roads.” 

Tbe PLO wants Israel to 
withdraw from 340 to 360 
square kilometres in and- 
around Jericho, an area nearly • 
the size of Gaza. Israel is 1 
thinking of just 23 square 
Idlometres. 

If that issue is controversial, 
•the question of Israeli troops 
remaining in Gaza to protect . 
3,000 settlers nearly wrecked ’ 
the talks two weeks ago. The . 
PLO said Israel wanted to re- ■ 
tain control of half of Gaza. 

But a breakthrough came 
when Israel agreed to cut the 
number of soldiers it wanted to 
deploy. 

The. diplomat said Israel 
wanted to keep control of the 
main north-south highway ! 
through Gaza add fo operate 
checkpoints.- op thrpe_ other 
roads linking aettfenients to . 
Israel. 

“In tins round the main de- 
bate will be over bow many 


troops and patrols will be sta- 
tioned over these roads,” he 
said. “They closed some of tbe 
gaps last week but they still 
need to finish the others.” 

The Gaza-Jericho withdrawal 

is the first phase of a five- 
year interim period of Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank, during which 
the PLO and Israel will negoti- 
ate a final peace settlement. 

Dr. Shaath said the negotia- 
tions would continue in Cairo 
until agreement was reached 
on all- security issues. They 
would then move back to Tata 
for- subcommittees to discuss 
the transfer of authority from 
Israel to the Palestinians, elec- 
tricity and transport. 

The PLO negotiator said on 
Sunday tbe Palestinians would 
not sign tiie withdrawal plan on 
schedule unless Israel gave a 
written commitment to free 
thousands of Palestinian de- 
tainees. 

“We want tbe Israeli side to 
release these prisoners as soon 
as possible. Believe me, in 
December this agreement will 
not be signed if we don't have a 
written commitment on the re- 
lease of prisoners,” Dr. Shaath 
told a news conference. 

Before the accord can be 
si gned Dec. 13, the two sides 
-mflSTalsO feach agreement on 
control of the crossing points 
between Gaza and Egypt and 
between Jericho and Jordan. 




Palestinian boys per f or m foBdoric on a 
stage decorated with banners and pictures dar- 
ing festivities hi the Gaza Strip marking tbe fifth 


ann i vers a ry of tee declaration of the independ- 
ence of tbe State of Palestine (AFP photo) 


Results of elections and shape of 
House are factors in Senate make-up 


Settler kills Arab 
after alleged attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Jewish settler 
shot dead a Palestinian' who 
allegedly attacked him with an 
axe in tiie West Bank town of 
Hebron Monday, military offi- 
cials said. 

The incident provoked re*, 
prisais from settlers who 
stoned Palestinian cars provok- 
ing a road accident in which six 
people were hurt on the out- 
skirts of Hebron. 

The incidents 'which left 
dozens of cars damaged were 
sparked by two Pa X cs tm ians 
;wfao left a .settler 'seriously 
[wounded in the head as he 
[went so tiie Tomb of the Pat- 
riarchs, which is holy to Jews 
and Nfosfims. 

Abraham Zarbiv, 40, and 
fattier of 10 children, drew Ins 
pistol and shot dead one of the 
attackers while the other hit 
him a gain and finally made off 
with the gpn, according to re- 
ports. 

Tbe army launched a man- 
hunt and imposed a curfew but 
did not arrest stone-throwing 
settlers. 

One of the axes bore the sign 
of George Habash’s Popular 
Fkont for the Liberation of 


Palestine (PFLP), which 
opposes the Sept. 13 Israel- 
Falestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) autonomy agree- 
ment, but the security forces 
were not certain the PFLP 
carried out tbe attack. 

A telephone caller identify- 
ing himself as a PFLP member 
told AFP in Beirut that two 
members of the front carried 
out the attack, identifying tbe 
dead Palestinian as Moham- 
mad Badawi Yaxakan. 

It was the first atttack since 
tiie announcement Friday that 
five milit ants of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat's own 
'Fateh group had killed a settler 
on Oct. 29. 

The announcement trig- 
gered a major crisis with Israel 
winning a new commitment 
from Mr. Arafat to halt 
attacks. 

Tbe pledge has kept talks on 
implementing the autonomy 
agreement on course and a 
new session opened later Mon- 
day in Cairo (see separate 
story). 

Seven Israelis have been kil- 
led since the autonomy deal 

. (Continued on page 3) 


ve israen security — memo- ■»-- . -m g j p « , , , 

Fateh agrees on pluralist, free-market state 


Arafat aide shot dead 


- v «nn*mec$ chief Rdf E^o 

V i t»d in an anerviaw pubfisbed 

Monday. Iraq had f 

•' $1.6 bporioaexpprtd&l wth 
the United Nation* and it was 
,•«£' now seeking a complete re* 

V movat _pr the embargo, _Mr. 
/ Ekcus said; “But tins is’ a 
f ft. •’ote possibility taeaiae Iiaq. 

■ must apj dc by, nil Secuaty 
Couo&l resoIatHWS, especially 
, . ‘ accepting « lonttton: topee- 
tioe of Satapafeatacs and de- 
\v of borders with 

■_u'3 ^Ermfr/Ytve fold the Umted 
Arab. Emirate* daily AI 



SIDON (AP) — Gunmen fir- 
ing silenced submachine guns 
killed a senior aide of YasSer 
Arafat on Monday in the fifth 
assassination of a Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
official since tbe Israd-PLO 
peace accord was signed. 

. Police said Moueen Sba- 
baitk, a Fateh militia comman- 
der and outspoken advocate of 
the peace accord, died of his 
wounds about two hours after 
(he attack at the southern entr- 
ance of Sidon at 4 p.m. 
(1400GMT). 

^ Two assailants firing sub- 
machine guns equipped with ■ 
sHeacm’i shot out tiie tyres of 
§abaita.*s Volkswagen and 
forced the car to stopas he was 
heinfe driven from office at the 
city’s teeming Palestinian re- 
fugee camp of 'Ain A! Hilweh* 
to Sidon's southern suburb of 
Ghazieb, police said. 

. One gunman then climbed 
out and fired through the win*. 
<fow of ShataitnY front seat, 
lotting him six times. His driv- 
er and bodyguard escaped un- 
harmed,, pobce said. 


It was the sixth attack on 
senior PLO officials since the 
accord was signed in Washing- 
ton on Sept 13. 

Four senior Arafat suppor- 
ter; were lolled in attacks in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
and another senior PLO offi- 
cial', Zeid Wehbe, was wound- 
ed in an attack in Sidon less 
than & week ago. 

Shabaita, SO, the second-in- 
command of Fateh's 3,000- 
stroeg militia in 'Ain Al Hfl- 
weh, died of a massive brain 
hemorrhage, according to a 
operating theatre nurse at 
Sidon's Hammond Hospital. 

He is survived by his wife 
and their three sons and three 
daughters, whose ages range 
from 11 to 25. 

No group has claimed re- 
sponsibility for the assassina- 
tion of Shataita. But Fateh's 
chief of security in 'Ain Al 
Hilweb, Abu Hussein 
Farhoud, blamed Abu NidaTs 
breakaway Fateh- 
Revolutionary Council for 
Shataita's murder. 


Rabin, 

Aspin 

discuss 

weapons 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Munster Yit- 
zhak Rabin held talks with 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
Monday on President Bill Clin- 
ton's promise to bolster Israeli 
security; including tbe sale of 
advanced U.S. warplanes. 

As the two met at tiie Penta- 
gon, U.S. defence officials told 
Reuters no final decision bad 
been made on whether Israel 
will buy the F-15-E, built by 
McDonnell Douglas Corp. and 
considered the world’s most 
sophisticated ground attack 
jet. 

Mr. Clinton said after meet- 
ing Mr. Rabin Friday ' that 
Washington would help im- 
prove Israeli security — includ- 
ing providing more warplanes, 
anti-missile defences and com-' 
pnter technology — to boost 
Israeli confidence en route to 
Middle East peace. 

Mr. Clinton gave no details 
on warplane transfers, but no 
other country has been allowed 
to buy F-15Es. The United 
States agreed last year to- sell 
72 less-advanced F-15Xp (ex- 
port) versions of the basic F-15 
fighter to Saudi Arabia. 

Washington currently pro- 
vides Israel with Sl.S billion in 

ann ual militar y aid and Mr. 

Clinton promised that the U.S. 
aid level, the highest to any 
foreign nation, would not be 
cut. 

The F-15E jets cost more 
than SI5 million ea ch. , 

Syria has a powerful air 
force made up of hundreds of 
Soviet-built warplanes, includ- 
ing advanced MiG-29 fighter 
jets. 

Israel now has more than 30 
older models of tbe basic F-15. 
Its ground-attack capability is 
comprised chiefly of more than 
150 U.S.-built F-16 jets bought 
before 1989 and another 60 
that it is in the process of 
buying. 

In Damascus, Syrian offi- 
cials said Monday that Mr. 
Clinton tad a»ured Syria the 
United States backs a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace and 
said S e cret a ry of State Warren 
Christophter would visit the 
region next month (see sepa- 
rate story). 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper. 
House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) ends its legal term on 
Nov. 22 and most observers 
agree that the outcome of last 
week's parliamentary elec- 
tions would influence the 
composition of the 17th Seri^ 
ate, which is expe cted to be 
announced in the coming few 
days. 

Tbe Constitution stipulates ■ 
that members of the Senate 
should be chosen from 
among former or present 
prime ministers or ministers, 
former ambassadors and 
ministers plenipotentiary,’ 
former speakers of tbe Lower 
House of Parliament, judges 
at the cessation and appeals 
courts, retired army officers 
of the rank of major general 
and above, deputies who 
were elected to the House at, 
least twice and “persons who 
enjoy the confidence of tbe 
people through their services 
to the country and the na- 
tion.” 

Senators are appointed by 
His Majesty the Kong and can 
serve as ministers. 

While no official confirma- 
tion could be obtained, most 
observers expect ail former 
prime ministers and heads of 
tiie armed forces to be in- 
cluded in tiie new Senate. 
Accordingly, former prime 
ministers Bahjat Al 
Talhouni, Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Mudar Badran and Ahmad 
Obeidat are expected to re- 


main in tbe Senate, and Zeid 
Rifai, who is not serving in 
the current Senate, is ex- 
pected to join the new Upper 
House. 

The former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Fathi Abn Taleb, is also ex- 
pected to be named as mem- 
ber of the 17th Senate and 
former commanders of the 
armed forces Habes Al Ma- 
jaii and Amer Khamash are 
expected to be reappointed 
as senators. 

Observers also say that 
each of the eight governo- 
rates in the Kingdom are 
expected to be represented 
by two senators. 

Political and practical con- 
siderations, analysts say. will 
weigh heavily in choosing the 
remaining 24 members erf the 
Upper House. 

Former speaker of the 
house Abdul Latif Arabfyat, 
who failed in bis bid for 
reelection, could be 
appointed to the Senate. The 
political background of Dr. 
Arabfyat, however, is ex- 
pected to be taken into con- 
sideration in choosing other 
members of the Senate. 

Dr. Arabfyat is a member 
of tiie Islamic Action Front 
(IAF). A decision to appoint 
hhn in the Senate will raise 
the question of whether poli- 
tical parties should be repre- 
sented in the Upper House 
and whether deputies who 
could not get reelected 
should become senators. 

Although most observers 
expect leaders of political 


parties to be excluded from 
tbe Senate, they say the ma- 
jor political trends in the 
conntty, the liberals, con- 
servatives and Islamists, will 
be represented. IAF Secret- 
ary General Ishak AI Farhan 
is not therefore expected to 
be reappointed to the Upper 
House; 

Observers who snpport ex- 
cluding members of political^ 
parties ftonr-ttie Senate say' 
that the Lower House pro- 
vides parties with tiie chance 
to become members of par- 
liament through elections. 

According to analysts, a 
decision to appoint Dr. Are-, 
bfyat in the Senate will set a 
precedent for including other 
former depnties who lost 
their bid for reelection in tiie 
Upper House. Considera- 
tions similar to the ones that 
made Dr. Arabfyat a possible 
Senate candidate could apply 
to other depnties who did -not 
get reelected, observers say. 

The cliitfa of legal experts 
in tbe Lower House has made 
it imperative that the Upper 
House include senators with 
legal background in order to 
ensure that Parliament can 
effectively deal with tiie leg- 
islative part of its duties, 
according to observers who 
spoke to the Jordan Times. 

Abdul Karim Al Dugbuni, 
Mahmoud Hweimel and 
Abdullah Akhu Rsheideh are 
tbe only depnties with legal 
training. Observers say the 
Senate would include legal 

(Continued on page 3) 


next month 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher win go to the Mid- 
dle East next month to try to 
mediate differences between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) over 
their fragile agreement and 
Israel and Syria. 

Mr. Christopher also will try 
to finalise an accord between 
Israel and Jordan. 

The complex mission could 
determine tbe course of Mid- 
dle East peace-making and test 
the CHnton administration’s 
skill on another foreign policy 
front. 

The State Department 
spokesman, Michael McCurry, 
announced Mr. Christopher’s 
plan to go to the area. Officials 
said the trip probably would be 
scheduled for early December, 
just before the E)cc. 13 dead- 
line for Israel and tiie PLO to 
complete arrangements for 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Syria said earlier Monday 
Mr. Christopher mil tour the 
Middle East at tiie start of 
December in a bid to boost the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 
t U.S. President Bill Qmton 
i sent a message informing Sy- 
rian. Prc^dent Hafez Al Assad 
;ofMr. Christopher's scheduled 
tour, the official news agency 
SANA said. # 

U.S. ambassador to Syria, 
Christopher Ross, transmitted 
tbe message via the Syrian 
foreign ministry, SANA said. 

It covered tiie “American 
efforts to reach a comprehen- 
sive peace” in the Middle East, 
the agency said. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Assad 
spoke twice by telephone in 
September following the 
Israel-PLO peace agreement, 
which Syria said broke Arab 
solidarity. 

Mr. Christopher last toured 
tbe Middle East in August, and 
the State Department's Middle 
East coordinator, Dennis 
Ross, visited tbe region last 
month to try to breathe new 
life into the stalled Syrian- 
Israeh talks. 


Mi 


from Israel that it 
draw completely from the 
Golan Heights while Israel 
wants a commitment from 
Syria for “total peace” with 
open borders and diplomatic 
ties before debating the scope 
of a withdrawal from the 


FUNIS (Agencies) — Tbe 
mainstream Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) said 
Monday the future Palestinian 
state would be based on plural- 
ist democracy and a free- 
market economy. 

Fateh’s 107-strong Revolu- 
tionary Council endorsed the 
principles at a weekend meet- 
ing chaired by PLO and Fateh 
leader Yasser Arafat, the PLO 
news agency WAFA said. 

Tbe Fateh decision came 
ahead of economic talks be- 
tween the PLO and Israel 
under the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO 
peace agreement. 

The two-day meeting at the 
Kleber conference centre in 
Paris beginning Tuesday will 
be the inaugural session of an 
ecodomic committee estab- 
lished in the accord on self-iule 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area. 

Both sides said it would set a 
political framework for econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
Jewish state and the new self- 
governing Palestinian author- 
ity. 

The Israeli delegation, 
headed by Finance Minister 
Avraham Shohat, includes de- 
fence ministty officials who 
have administered the occu- 
pied territories for 26 years as 
well as central tank aides and 
trade experts. 

The Palestinian delegation 
will be led by PLO economics 


chief Ahmad Korea, appointed 
director-general of the Pales- 
tine Emergency Development 
and Reconstruction Agency 
(PEDRA) this month. 

It will include several eco- 
nomists and businessmen from 
tbe West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Palestinian sources said. 

The talks are running in pa- 
rallel with negotiations in 
Egypt on tbe Israeli military 
withdrawal from the territor- 
ies, covering issues such as the 
definition of “Jericho” and the 
number of Israeli troops to 
remain in Gaza to protect set- 
tlers. 

Israeli officials said they 
were ready to begin, im- 
mediately discussing practical 
economic issues such as tiie tax 
system in the new self- 
governing territories, trade be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians and development pro- 
jects. 

But it was not clear whether 
the Palestinians would be 
ready. The talks were to have 
begun on Monday but were 
postponed at the PLO’s re- 
quest, apparently partly be- 
cause of continuing differences 
in Tunis over PEDRA's struc- 
ture and powers. 

Mr. Arafat worried interna- 
tional aid donors and some 
Palestinian critics by appoint- 
ing himself head of PEDRA’s 
council — the main body re- 


sponsible tor economic and 
financial control of the territor- 
ies. 

Donors insisted at Nov. 5. 
talks at the World Bank office 
in Paris that the Palestinians 
ensure, the necessary trans- 
parency and accountability to 
ensure a planned $2 billion in 
aid over the next five years was 
spent rapidly and efficiently. 

Palestinian sources said Mr.' 
Korea was trying to persuade 
Mr. Arafat to amend PED- 
RA’s structure to m ak e dear 
that day-to-day executive pow- 
,er would be in the hands of 
economic experts in the terri- 
tories. 

Environment body planned 

A Palestinian body win be 
set np to tackle environmental 
problems in the occupied terri- 
tories, a U.S. negotiator at 
multilateral Middle East talks 
said Monday. 

The Middle East environ- 
ment meeting opened in Cairo 
•Monday and was to continue 
Tuesday. 

Theodore Ferfrer, deputy 
head of the U.S. delegation, 
said the United States, tbe 
European Community, Russia 
and Japan wanted to discuss 
tiie establishment of such a 
body with the Palestinians. 

It was the first time the 
United States and Ru$$>'*> tad 
'backed tbe idea, put forward 


by the Palestinians at previous 
meetings. 

Israel, which previously 
opposed the proposal, now 
says the authority could be set 
up under tbe peace deal signed 
in September. 

“The time has come to delve 
into a project-oriented 
approach,” said Israeli delega- 
tion leader Israel Peleg. 

The Cairo meeting was 
focusing on pollution in the 
Gulf of Aqaba, decertification 
and an ecological plan for the 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Feifer said tbe United 
States would sponsor the 
establishment of an Aqaba 
data survey and support Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel and the World 
Bank in establishing an author- 
ity to deal with potential prob- 
lems in Aqaba. 

“Since no one has die money 
to bny all the equipment 
needed, they must work 
together to have money and 
maximise effectiveness,” Mr. 
Feifer added. 

The head of the Egyptian 
delegation, Hager AI Islambu- 
li, said tiie Arab states were 
insisting that tbe problem of 
nudear waste in the region be 
tackled. 

Tbe United States, the 
European Community and 
Japan proposed training 
Palestinian experts for the new 
environment body, Mr. Islam- 
buli said. 
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ael must move before 


talks resume — Kh addam 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Israel 
must alter its stance if the 
stalled peace talks with Syria 
arc to resume in Washington, 
Syrian Vice-Presidem Abdul 
Halim Khaddam told foreign 
reporters bn Sunday. 

“Israel must reconsider its 
position in such a way that the 
Washington discussions can he 
resumed,*’ he said, adding that 
die. international community 
should pressure the Jewish 
state into changing. 

“To date, we have not beard 
a single word from Israel 
saying it accepts a complete 
withdrawal” from occupied 
Arab territories, Mr.- Khad- 
dam said, reiterating Syria’s 
position on “total peace 
against total withdrawal” as 
well as the need for “compre- 
hensive peace.” 

“The international commun- 
ity must pressure Israel so. that 


solutions and the Madrid 
(peace conference) formula,” 
be insisted. 

The terms of reference at the 
October 1991 Madrid confer- 
ence, the framework for the 
Washington talks, arc based on 
the principle of the exchange 
of land for peace, along, with 


U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. 

“Advancement towards 
peace cannot be one-sided. 
The Arabs have moved more 
than enough* The Israeli party 
must move,” Mr. Khaddam 
insisted. 

No date has been set for the 
resumption of the Washington 
talks. Syria insists on maintain , 
mg the negotiations’ bilateral 
framework in Washington, 
while Israel is seeking secret 
talks to break the current 
deadlock over the Golan 
Heights. 


from Israel that it will with- 
draw completely from the 
Golan Heights while . Israel 
wants a commitment from 
Syria for “total peace” with 
open borders and dhriomatic 
tics 'before debating the 


a wiuiarawHj rrorr 

Heights.- 

“U there is no serious prog- ' 
ress on the part of die Israelis 
towards accepting a complete- 
withdrawal from our occupied 
territories, it’s hard to envisage 
a resumption of the negotia- 
tions since they are not an aim 
in themselves but only a means 


to attaining a settlement,” Mr. 
Khaddam said. 

He added that in two years 
die negotiations had not re- 
solved any problems. 

“Nobody in the region wants 
war... but, of course, if the 
doors to peace are tightly shut, 
the region will once agam face 
instability,” he warned. 

Earlier, Syrian newspapers 
slammed what they described 
as a U.S. “bias” towards 
Israel, winch they said was 
• demonstrated during Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s visit to Washington. 

Following talks with Mr. 
Rabin in Washington Friday, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said he had “renewed Amer- 
ica’s unshakeable pledge to 
mainta in and enhance Israel's 
qualitative security edge.” 

He also urged Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AJ Assad to give a 
dear green light to peace. 

On Saturday, Syrian De- 
fence Minister Mustafa Has 
said Israel was mistaken if it 
thought the Arabs could- be 
forced into giving up their land 
and rights and accused it of 
frying to derail the peace pro- 
cess. 





FESTIVITIES: Palestinian boys march with tb e 
Palestinian flag in Arab East jerasakm m»«4c*ng 


die fifth anniversary of the dedaratta of 
Palestinian ind e pendence (AFP photo) 


Hekmatyar forces free 
two Western journalists 


Clerides wants U.N. to 
quash breakaway state 


ATHENS (AP) — Cyprus 
President Glafcos Clerides cal- 
led on die Security Council 
Monday to end the partition of 
Us war-divided island by dis- 
solving the breakaway state in 
the Turkish-occupied north. 

Hts call was made as be flew 
here for consultations with foe 
Greek government on the lQth 
anniversary of the proclama- 
tion of foe Turkish Cypriot 
state Nov: IS, 1983. 

‘This is a symbolic day 
matting the sad anni versary of 
the proclamation of the 
pseudo-state which was de- 
clared illegal and invalid by the 
U.N. Security Council,”, he 
told the Associated Press in an 
interview during Us flight to 
Athens from Nicosia. 

The breakaway state has 
only been recognised by Ank- 
ara. 

Mr. Clerides said it was im- 
portant that the Security Coun- 
cil should go a step farther 
than calling on all U.N. mem- 
ber states not to recognise the 
breakaway state. 

“The Security Council 
should take a ppropri a te action 
for its dissolution," Mr. Cler- 


ides said without elaboration. 

’ “I would have been happier 
if the Security Council bad 
been more determined to de- 
fend legality in Cyprus over the 
past 10 years, since it itself 
branded the establishment of a 
breakaway state both illegal 
and invalid,” he said. 

. Cyprus has been unofficially 
partitioned since 1974 when 
Turkey seized its northern 
third in foe wake of a brief 
coop by supporters of union 
with Greece. 

The Security Council blames 
foe Turkish side far foe dead- 
lock in the U.N.-sponsored 
negotiations between Mr. 
derides and Rauf Denktash, 
foe president of foe breakaway 
state. 

Mr. Denktash and Ankara 
reject . a series of Security 
Council resolutions demanding 
the withdrawal of the esti- 
mated 35,000 Turkish troops 
and 50,000 mainland settlers 
from foe north, insisting on the 
prior recognition of the break- 
away state.' 

Mr. Clexides said tire Tur- 
kish rejection of the U.N. re- 
solutions “makes it dear they 




Glafcos derides 

do not want a settlement (on 
this bass). They want recogni- 
tion of the pesudostate.” 

He added that his call for 
s tronger United Nations action 
is backed by the Security 
Council, winch has warned it 
will adopt alternative ways of 
ensuring implementation of 
the council resolutions if the 
deadlock continues. The coun- 
cil (fid not specify what it might 
do. 

• 

Mr. derides came here for 
consultations following Social- 
ist Premier Andreas Papan- 
dreou’s election victory over 
the conservatives last month. 


KABUL (AFP) — Two fore- 
ign journalists captured one 
week ago in a combat zone east 
of Kabul were freed Monday. 

New Zealander Terence 
White of Agence France- 
Presse and American John 
Jenning of the Associated 
Press were in good health 
although they bad been 
roughed op by their captors. 
Mr. Jenning had a schrapoel 
wound to his left foot. 

They were released from the 
Hezb-e-Islami headquarters of 
Afghan Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar in Char- 
ssyab, 25 kilometres south of 
Kabul, where they had been 
taken Sunday from another 
Hezb-e-Islami base. 

They returned to Kabul 
around middiy Monday. 

The two meg were captured 
" t Nqv. 8 by Hezb-e-Islami forces 
'near Tagob, 60 kilometres 
northeast of Kabul where the 
two main factions — Hezb-e- 
Islami and forces of former 
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood — have been fighting 
for two weeks. 

They were on a press trip 
with a group of Mr. Masoud’s 
force's when they were 
ambushed by Hezb-e-Islami 
forces three 'kilometres south 
of Tagob. During the shooting 
Mr. Jenning was hit by schrap- 
nel in his left foot. 

Both journalists were beaten 
after their capture by Hezb 
frontline fighters who thought 
they were military advisers. 
Many Hezb-e-Islami people 


believe French military advis- 
ers are helping Mr. Masoud’s 
troops. The frontline fighters 
who beat them were smoking 

h ashish 

The same night they were 
taken to a military base near 
foe frontline from where they 
saw government planes raining 
duster bombs all over the* 
Tagob Valley. 

On Tuesday they were taken 
further south to another Hezb- 
e-Islami base above Naghlu 
Dam where they were kept 
Wednesday through Saturday 
until Gnlbuddin Hekmatyar 
sent a jeep for them on 
Sunday. 

During an interview with foe 
two journalists, Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar apologised for any rough 
treatment they had suffered 
and for the fact that they had 
been kept prisoners. 

The two journalists have no 
explanation for their late re- 
lease other than bad com- 
munications within the Hezb- 
e-Islami forces and also some 
statements by Radio Kabul 
trying to use them as a political 
tool against Hezb-e-Islami. 

Mr. Hekmatyar told the 
journalists that both' carilps 
were trying to arrange a cease- 
fire. Heavy fighting has taken' 
place between Masoud and 
Hekmatyar forces in the valley 
for two weeks, Mr. Hekmatyar 
has proposed that “an autho- 
rised judicial delegation should 
be constituted to examine all 
the issues between Hezb and 
its adversaries." 


Kuwaiti rape victim assails court proceeding 


By P.V. Vlvekaoaad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As bearings of a 
case involving murder arid 
rape charges against a 
Kuwaiti security official con- 
tinue at a snail pace, the 
family of the victims is charg- 
ing deliberate suppressi on of 
evidence and twisting of frets 
as well as character assassina- 
tion. 

Naim Farbat, son of Ismail 
Farhat and brother of Usama 
Faihat and Naimat Farhat — . 
the victims — is also charging 
that foe Knwati court trying 
the case has not indicated any 
willingness to call prosecu- 
tion witnesses who, he says, 
could testify to the actual 
happenings at the Farhat resi- 
dence in Kuwait Gty on 
March 2, 1991, a few days 
after the Iraqi army was 
forced out of foe emirate 
after a seven-month occupa- 
tion. 

Mr. Farhat, a U.S. citizen 


resident in San Jose, Califor- 
nia, argues that the killing of 
Ins father and brother as well 
as the rape and a tte mp ted 
murder of Iris sister Naimat ■ 
were ordered by senior 
Kuwaiti officials and that foe 
authorities of the emirate arc 
deliberately covering up the 
affair. , . , 

Jaber A1 Omairi, a former 
“interrogator’' with the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior, 
is the. raime suspect in the 
case. He was detained in 
mid-1993 after an intense 
campaign by the Farbats on 
the Internationa] level. 

i 

The defence argument is 
that Mr. Omairi was seriously 
injured in the car accident 
several days before the inci- 
dents described by. Naimat 
Farhat took place and, as 
such, be was not in foe physical 
condition to have carried out 
foe attack as charged. 

Naimat Farhat, 35, 
travelled to Kuwait in August 
and positively identified Mr. 


Omairi as the man who came 
to her bouse, made her tie up 
her father and brother, raped 
her, shot her in die bead and 
then killed the two hogtied 
men. Miss Farhat, left to 
bleed to death, was rescued 
by neighbours. She under- 
went surgery, but one ride of 
ber body is paralysed and she 
needs help to move around. 
She lives with his brother in 
foe U.S. 

According to Mr. Farhat, 
who has enlisted the su pport 
of American and intemation- ' 
al human rights organisations > 
ami lawyers, the court is only 
hearing defence witnesses, 
whose testimony so far im-< 
plied that the Lebanese- 
origin Farhat family “col- 
laborated” with the Iraqis 
during tiie occupation and 
that the reputation of Naimat 
Farhat was “bad ” 

/ 

“The trial has been under 
■ way for over six months,” he 
said. “In essence, there have 
been no witnesses for the 


prosecution brought into 
court,” said Mr. Farbat, 
speaking on behalf of his 
paralysed sister. 

“They want to characterise 
my sister as a slot and discre- 
dit her testimony,” Mr. 
Farhat told the Jordan Times 
over the phone. 

He was referring to the 
testimony of Amin Al Faqflr, 
also a Lebanese national, 
that he had seen Iraqi sol- 
diers repeatedly visiting the 
Farhat residence during the 
occupation. 

Mr. Farhat's mother, 
Maimana, has said that, the 
Iraqis suspected that foe 
family was helping Kuwaiti 
resistance and had detained 
Ismail Faihat several times 
for questioning. “He used to 
tell me that he prefers to die 
and not to inform Iraqis ab- 
out anyone,” she was quoted 
as saying in a recent report. 

Another witness, a col- 
league of Mr. Omairi, has 
withdrawn an earlier state- 
ment that he knew what was 


being planned by the ac- 
cused. The witness, who is 
under detention in connec- 
tion with another unspecified 
crime, sent a fresh statement 
to the court last month saying 
his first testimony was ex- 
tracted under duress. 

"The whole thing is a char- 
ade," charged Naim Faihat. 
‘The Kuwaitis have no inten- 
tion of ensuring that justice is 
carried out. They want to put 
up a show trial for the world 
to satisfy the international 
outcry the case has raised and 
then close the book.” 

But it is unlikely that foe 
affair would go away. Several 
American human rights 
groups and lawyers have 
picked up the case and are 
closely following it up, along 
with the American adminis- 
tration, particularly that 
several politicians from Mr. 
Farhat’s state — California 
— who had sought to apply 
pressure on Kuwait since 
1991 are now senior officials 
in the Clinton administration. 


Yemen’s 

‘Little 

Mogadishu’ 
enjoys peace 

SANAA (R) — Somali re- 
fugees fleeing anarchy and 
starvation are living together 
peacefully in camps in Ye- 
men, avoiding foe factional 
rivalries which tore their own 
country apart, a -United Na- 
tions official said. - - 

About -10,000 refugees 
from dans which are feuding 
in Somalia are Irving together 
in a southern Yemeni camp 
they have' dubbed “Little 
Mogadishu”, Taoufik 
Ouanes said. 

“We have been able to 
maintain a very .peaceful 
atmosphere despite the fac- 
tions and the political prob- 
lems,” Mr. Ouanes, repre- 
sentative of the U.N,. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
in Yemen, told Reuters. 

Mr. Ouanes said the re- 
fugees who fied to Yemen in 
packed boats in the summer 
of 1992 at the peak of Soma- 
lia’s civil war were now in 
“very good condition.” 

The UNHCR, with a $9.5 
million budget for 1993, was’ 
providing various services to 
the refugees. The 10,000 
Somali refugees in Abian, 45 
kilometres from Aden, re- 
ceive food,' medicine, school- 
ing and vocational training, 
Mr. Ouanes said. 

Three wells hqve been built 
in the camp which has a 
school attended by 800 pupils 
and recreational facilities. 

“They started to have a 
normal fife,” he said. 

They are among foe 60,000 
refugees eager to go home 
once a settlement is reached 
in Somalia, be said. 

Mr. Ouanes said 35,000 
Somali refugees of Yemeni 
origin and those holding 
Yemeni passports were 
staying in slums near Aden. 

■ The UNHCR is providing 
them with what it calls “one 
time assistance" including a 
school, dispensary and a plan 
to connect the area to the 
public water network, Mr. 
Ouanes said. . . . • 

Yemen is not incurring any 
costs to host the refugees. 

About 5,000 refugees are 
staying in MukaUa in foe 
south. More than 1,000 of 
them receive food and the 
others shelter. 

The rest of foe refugees are 
staying in other areas includ- 
ing Aden and Sanaa. 

Mr. Ouanes said more than 
half the refugees are from 
Mogadishu and the rest from 
coastal cities. 

“AU are eager to go back 
to their country,” he said, but 
did not say when that would 
be. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hoods, storm damage 3,000 houses in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Storms and floods have damaged 3,000 
bouses m the town of Bandar-E-Anzali on Iran’s Caspian Sea 
coast in the past three days, the Iranian news agency IRNA 
said Sunday. Heavy rain inundated the islands of Beheshti and 
Taleqani and winds up to 80 kilometres an tou r damaged 
electricity networks. The sea has risen 63 centimetres; in the 
three-day period. IRNA said rising Caspian Sea waters have 
engulfed 1,000 bouses, washing away five, in th e nor thern 
village of Tonekabon where force hundred homes have been 
evacuated. In Ramsar. 300 more homes arc flooded and 
schools dosed, it said. Iran said on Thursday that the storms 
and floods bad killed four people. 

Kurdish rebels release a Dutch hostage . 

ANKARA (AP) — Separatist Kurds release d a. D utch 
national after keeping him hostage for a mon th, T urkish state.; 
televirion said on Sunday. The hostage, identified as Jean - 
Martin Moss, was released late Saturday in the southeastern 
province of Bingol, about 800 kilometres from Ankara, foe 
report said. Kurdish .Labour Party (PKK) guerrillas kidnapped 
Mr. Moss from a passenger bus on a highway near Bingol on 
Oct. 14. The PICK also claims to have been, holding an. 
American and a New. Zealander for more than a month. The 
rebels held tourists from France, Italy, England, Australia and 
Germany for several weeks last summer. The -PKK has been 
for self-rule in the southeastern Turkey since 1984. 

wifo _ 

tofiyto Ankara on Monday before heading home, foe TV 
report said. 

& Arabia to im embargo of South Africa 

RIYADH (AP) — Commerce Minister Suleiman Sulaim has 
said foe kingdom’s trade embargo of South Africa will end 
soot. However, he did not say when Saudi pons would be 
opened to South African products in a speech Sunday night to 
the Saudi Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Saudi Arabia 
and neighbouring Gulf Arab countries have been gradually* 
allowing visits from South African officials. Bahrain. -and the 
United Arab Emirates are already talking a bout trade and 
tourism cooperation with Pretoria. South African Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha is expected in- Bahrain this week to’ open 
South Africa’s first embassy in the oil region. 

U.N. teams In Iran for chemical talks 

DUBAI (R) — Two U.N. teams have visited Iran for talks on 
chemical weapons and a probe into their alleged use by Iraq, 
foe official banian news agency said. A delegation led fey 
United Nations Deputy Secretary General Ian Kenyan met foe 
vice-chairman of foe banian parliament’s foreign policy 
commission, IRNA said late Sunday. IRNA quoted Mr. 
Kenyan, on a three-day visit ending Monday, as saying the 
U.N. would do its best to ensure that conventions banning 
chemical weapons were carried out by all nations throughout 
foe world. It was not dear if this was a reference to Iran. A 
second U.N. ream is in Tehran to probe reports that Iraqi 
gov e r n ment forces arc using chemical weapons against civi- 
lians in a bid to win control of Iraq’s southern marshes, IRNA 
said. “Over 5,000 marsh Arabs of Iraq who have sought refuge 
with the Islamic Republic (of Iran) say they are suffering from 
the effects of toxic chemical weapons deployed against mem,” 
the agency said. It added that foe head of the U.N. team, John 
Scott, had asked to meet Iraqis who had fled to Iran. 

Some Sudanese colleges ordered on vacation 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Khartoum Univeraty is ordering some 
« of its colleges on vacation, afher unrest erupted over, charges 
that I sla mi c bloc candidates rigged student elections, a 
newspaper reported. Police arrested 17 students and used 
teaigas to disperse a demonstration by independent students 
after election results were announced last Wednesday, foe 
gove rnment daily Al Ingaz Al Watam said. Five students 
suffered teargas inhalation. The independents claimed fraud 
by the Islamic bloc, which won all 40 seats at stake, the paper 
said. Vice Chancellor Mamoun. Mohammad AK Homaida 
issued a statement Saturday, saying that students from colleges 
which have completed exams were ordered to go on vacation, 
foe daily said. But it quoted Mr. Homaida as saying the 
touveirity would not dose under any circumstance. The da ily 
did not say how many students were ordered on vacation. The 
stedent union at foe university was dosed last year because of 
rivalry between foe Islamic blpc and independents, Sudan has 
increasingly imposed Islamic law since Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
took power in a bloodless coup four years ago. Al Ihgaz Al 
Watam quoted Mr- Homaida as saying he was held hostage* 
and telephones were cut off in his office during last Wednes- 
day’s demonstration, Mr. Homaida told the daily that be had 
evidence flic demonstration was instigated from outside 
Sudan. The paper said Mr. Homaida also ordered the near- 
student union officers not to take their posts until the fraud 
charges were investigated. 

Syria and Iran hold cooperation talks 

3*2 ’"’ Syrian Defence Minister Major General 
Mustafa Tlas had talks on Sunday with the chief of Iran’s 
National guard. Major General Mohsen Real, on cocmera- 
oot between their armies, officials said. Syria, which sup- 
ported Iran during its long war wifo Iraq in the 1980s. has 
strong political ties wifo Tehran. 

Iran holds war games in Gulf 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s Revolutionary Guards militia and 
regular army are holding land and naval manoeuvres in tire 
I northern Gulf, Jomhuri Islatni newspaper said Monday. The 
' four-day exercise, code-named Victoiy-1, include maritime 
defence, destruction of mock enemy strips, and deployment of 
forces, it said. The operations began Sunday. The Iranian, 
manoeuvres coincide with a jont American', British and 
French naval exercise winch began in the Gulf Wednesday- 
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Round table meeting will seek to promote 
Jordan’s role as a regional economic centre 
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By Carotint FarsJ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Hashemite 
' Association for International 
-Economic Cooperation 
(HAIEF) will hold a four-day 
round table meeting in Am- 
man on Nov. 20 to help 
promote Jordan’s role as a 
regional economic centre 
under the slogan; "Jordan* 
Middle East Gate and a Win- 
dow on the World.” 

The announcement was 
made Monday by Maan Thu- 
bian, association executive 
president, who said that the 
meeting will also focus on the 
association’s role in promot- 
ing the Jordanian economy. 

The round table, to be held 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Vladimir 
Cbomiko, First Depnty 
Prime Minister of Russia, will 
draw attention to the need to 


promote economic and trade 
relations between Jordan and 
Russia, said Mr. Tbubian, 

‘'Our association was 
established six months ago 
following Prince Hassan’s 
meeting with a number of 
Jordanian investors and 
businessmen,” he said. 

“Since the meeting we 
have made contacts with the 
Russian leadership and car- 
ried out studies to determine 
Russia’s needs following the 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, in order to promote 
Jordan’s trade with that 
country ,_Mr. Thubian added. 

He said that the survey of 
the Russian markets showed 
that the country was in need 
of expertrise in banking, tn- 
sorance, accountancy, 
marketing and management , 
which was costly to import 
from the West, but available 
in abundance in Jordan which 
is looking for new markets 


abroad. 

The Russian leadership has 
expressed willingness to 
cooperate with Jordan which 
could help the Russian eco- 
nomy in its transitional 
period and has derided to 
despatch a high-level delega- 
tion representing the private 
and public sectors to meet 
with Jordanian businessmen 
and discuss scopes of bilateral 
cooperation, added Mr. Tfau- 
bian. 

He said the association has 
issued invitations to Jorda- 
nian firms, banks, buisn esses 
and other economic estab- 
lishments to take part in the 
round table meeting with the 
Russian team. 

Mr. Thubian explained 
that the HAIEC is a non- 
■ governmental gathering of in- 
vestors, business persons and 
legal experts who attained 
distinguished professional 
achievements on the interna- 


tional level and who seek to 
: identify investment opportu- 
nities and to cooperate either 
in the areas where they 
undertake their activities or 
in the areas they wish their 
activities to cover. 

Referring to the associa- 
tion's objectives, he said tht 
the HAIEC strives to get its 
members acquainted with 
one another and cooperate 
and organise meetings with 
decision-makers in official 
and private organisations in 
order to identify available in- 
vestment opportunities. He 
said the association also seeks 
to collect investment in- 
formation, statistical data, 
legal documents and econo- 
mic studies related to invest- 
ment opportunities; to estab- 
lish an international arbitra- 
tion centre; and to organise 
the exchange of expertise 
among states. 


Visiting Chinese official says Beijing 
Iteen to cooperate on water utilisation 
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VMMAN (Petra) — The head 
>f a Chinese team which Mon- 
ay held talks with government 
ffidals said that his country 
ns willing to cooperate with 
He Kingdom in a variety of 
ectors and promote trade 
nks. 

Rao Chun Nhao, deputy 
irector general of the Chinese 
unistry of science and tech- 
ology, said that China was 
tost specifically willing to 
□operate with Jordan m the 
tmsation of water resources. 


The Chinese team held 
meetings with Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade Secretary 
General Marwan A wad and 
senior assistants focusing on 
means of promoting trade and 
launching joint ventures with 
Jordanian businesspersons. 

Urging the Chinese to help 
adjust the balance of track: 
which is in favour of China, 
Mr. Awad said Jordan hopes 
China will increase its imports 
of Jordanian phosphate and 
potash. 


Referring to investment, 
Mr. Awad said there are 300 
industrial projects in Jordan 
which await foreign invest- 
ments and which have priority 
among other projects. 

Mr. Awad urged the 
Chinese also to increase their 
economic, trade and technolo- 
gical cooperation with the 
Kingdom. 

According to ministry 
sources, Jordan and China 
signed their first trade agree- 
ment in 1978, but upgraded it 


following 1985 and 1991 joint 
Jardanian-Chinese committee 
meetings. 

The ministry said China and 
Jordan exchanged products 
worth $50 milli on in the first 
eight months of 1993. 

According to the statement, 
Mr. Awad briefed the Chinese 
team on incentives offered to 
foreign businesspersons invest- 
ing in the Kingdom and also 
spoke about the difficulties 
.that face the national economy 
over the past few years. 


In’am Mufti to receive award for 
role in promoting Arab women 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — President 
of Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion In’am Mufti will leave 
Amman for New York today 
(Tuesday) where she will re- 
ceive the National Organise-, 
tion ■ *uf 'At at- American 1 
Women’s (NOAAW) u Aw®d„ 
for die Promotion of Arab 
Women,” and be a disting- 
uished participant at a con- 
ference on “women in Lead- 
ership Rotes.” 

NOAAW’s two-day con- 
ference, which will be held at 
the United Nations, will 
focus on the similarities and 
^differences among the experi- 
ences of prominent women in 
the United States and the 
Third World. 

Key participants and 


speakers include women who 
have held high political 
offices, heads of the United 
Nations development agen- 
cies and academics among 
...others. 

“ “Mfs: Mure, • WfiO' in “1979 
,„ r became the first Jordanian 
woman to hold a ministerial 
position, is among two 
women from the .Arab World 
and two Arab-American par- 
ticipants who will be hon- 
oured by the NOAAW for 
their efforts in enhancing the 
status of Arab women. 

NOAAW was founded in 
1992 as a feminist organisa- 
tion by a group of women 
academics, scientists, de- 
velopment workers, writers, 
executives, ai ists and others 



Ini’am Mufti 

in the United States. 

The organisation’s goals in- 
clude sponsoring women’s 
studies and development pro- 
jects for women as well as 
establishing relations with 
other women’s organisations. 
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Shamvili to bring Beethoven, 
Chopin and Schumann to Amman 
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By jean-Ctaode Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tonight (Tues- 
day) Regina ShamvDi will sit 
at the. key board to play 
Beethoven, Chopin and 
Schumann. 

The recital, to take place at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC), is presented by The 
National Music Conservatory 
— Noor AI Hussein Founda- 
tion, in cooperation with the 
American Center in Amman. 

Born in the Soviet Union 
Ms. Shamvili studied, work- 
ed and lived there until 1983. 
She was already a world-class 
performer when living in 
Moscow, but was prohibited 
from playing abroad. Ms. 
Shamvni now lives m the 
United States. 

Reviews of her perform- 
ances by the world press may 
seem exaggerated at first 
sight, but when critics agree 
and use superlative terms to 



Regina Shamvili 

describe her talent, one has 
to believe them. 

“It was as though Clara 
Schumann herself bad 
appeared on the stage," 
wrote a Czech journalist. 

“She has an internal fire, 
£race and virtuosity. She is 
gifted with a rare lyricism," 


said the great Armenian 
musician Aram Khachatu- 
rian. 

Regina Shamvili is ex- 
pected to delight music lovers 
in Jordan as she has audi- 
ences all over the world. Her 
recital begins at 8:00 p-m. at 
the RCCs main theatre. 
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Ministry 
plans for 
Madaba 
community 
centre 

MADABA (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment plans to establish a 
community centre in the Bani 
Hamida villages of the Mada- 
ba District, according to 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad AI Sqour. 

Making the announcement 
during a tour of the Madaba 
area, the minister said the 
estimated JD 45,000 project 
would be covered by the 
ministry’s 1994 budget and 
financing from the Industrial 
Development Bank (BDB). 

Noting that the designs for 
the construction of the pro- 
ject have been completed. 
Dr. Sqour said that work on 
the community centre, which 
would provide facilities for 
various social activities, was 
expected to start early next 
year. 

Dr. Sqour also announced 
that his ministry plans to set 
up a similar centre for the 
Shawabkeh cluster of villages 
in the Madaba area. 

The minister attended a 
graduation ceremony for 
groups of women who suc- 
cessfully completed training 
courses in sewing in two local 
charitable societies. 

Dr. Sqour called on the 28 
societies operating in the 
Madaba region to benefit 
from the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation markets set op 
in their region to market their 
products and so help finance 
the societies’ activities. 

At the outset of the tour, 
the minister was briefed by 
Hashem Faauri, the district 
governor, who outlined pre- 
sent social services in the 
district and the charitable 
societies’ needs- 


Automation, microprocessor meeting starts 
with focus on establishing national industry 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meet- 
ing on automation and microp- 
rocessor controls Monday 
opened with a call on Arab 
countries to utilise their human 
resources and other potentials 
in establishing a national in- 
dustry. 

The time has come for* the 
t rab World to create a strong 
national industry based on its 
extensive resources and avail- 
able wealth and trusting in its 
intrinsic capabilities in order to 
attain -progress, said Moham- 
mad Abdul Aziz, dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology at the University 
of Jordan, which hosted the 
meeting. 

The Arab World possesses 
vast natural resources and raw 
materials, as well as skilled 
manpower needed for adv- 
anced industry based on mod- 
ern technology, said Dr. Abdul 
Aziz. 

Referring to the situation in 
Jordan he said that the coun- 
try’s skilled manpower and 
natural resources contributed 
to the major strides in its mod- 
ern industrial sector, which, he 
said, competes with similar in- 
dustries of the world. 

Yousef Assaf, head of the 
Industrial Engineering Depart- 
ment, said that the use of 
modern technology has be- 
come a condition for develop- 
ment, especially in the Third 
World. 

Industry, be added, has be- 
come the pillar of the national 
economies of developing na- 
tions. 

Dr. Assaf said regional and- 
intemational cooperation in 
the utilisation of manpower 
and material resources are 
other conditions for the attain- 
ment of the aspired develop- 
ment in the modern age. 

Hassan Sharif, a representa- 
tive of the Economic and So- 



The utilisation of modern technology such as the; 
32-bit processor which can process, store and 
communicate information, has become a condi- 


tion for development, particularly in the Third 
World (Ffie photo) 


rial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) told the open- 
ing session of the three-day 
meeting that control equip- 
ment and instrumentation are 
becoming increasingly crucial 
in industrial production and 
service systems. 

The share of controls and 
instrumentation can be as high 
as 25 per cent of the total fixed 
capital in modern industrial 
systems, he said. 

Furthermore, with the wide 
diffusion of microprocessors 
and applications, the design, 
maintenance and services of 
control systems require higher 
and more technical skills that 
need continuous training and 


up-dating, be said. 

A quick review of the situa- 
tion in the Arab countries, said 
Dr. Sharif, reveals the increas- 
ing diffusion of microprocessor 
pontrols and applications as 
well as other sophisticated in- 
strumentation in various fields 
and sectors. These are being 
increasingly used in the pet- 
roleum, chemical, phosphate, 
cement, iron, steel and textile 
industries, as well as in hospit- 
als, universities and research 
centres, added Dr. Sharif. 

Experts from ESCWA mem- 
ber countries are taking part in 
the meeting which was orga- 
nised jointly by ESCWA and 
the United Nations Industrial 


Development Organisation 
(UNIDO). 

Experts from both U.N. 
agencies along with those of 
Arab states are to discuss ways 
and means of enhancing the 
technical capabilities in the 
Arab countries to install, oper- 
ate and maintain the latest 
automation instrumentation 
and microprocessor controls. 

The participants will also 
study the necessity and feasi- 
bility to establish a regional 
instrumentation service centre 
in one of the Arab countries. 

The Syrian government has 
expressed serious interest in 
hosting and supporting such a 
centre. 


Mafraq TCC 
begins project 
to provide 
12,540 new 
telephone lines 


iQ (Petra) — Minister - 
of Communi catio and Postal 
Affairs Tareq Subeimat Mon- 
day laid the foundation stone 
for the Mafraq Telecom- 
munications Project which will 
cost JD 17 million. 

Addressing a ceremony held 
to mark the occasion, the 
minister said that the new pro- 
ject would - make available an 
additional 12.540 telephone 
lines which should suffice the 
needs of Mafraq City and the 
neighbouring villages and set- 
tlements. 

Speaking on the occasion 
also was Ta'an Hussein AI 
Abbadi, director of the Mafraq 
Telecommunications Depart- 
ment who said that the com- 
mencement of the project was 
part of the governorate’s 
celebrations of His Majesty 
King Hussein's 58th birthday. 

Present at the ceremony was 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) Director General 
Ahmad Nawawi and Mafraq 
Governor Qaftan AI Majali < 


Jordan’s oil shale could produce 
35 billion barrels of oil — ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources, which Monday orga- 
nised 'a. day-long -'meeting to-' 
make ‘-a'prefimmary assessment 
of progress in the utilisation of ' 
oil shale found in Jordan, said 
oil shale reserves in the King- 
dom could produce a total of 
35 billion barrels of oil. A 
ministry statement said that 
the assessment was needed in 
the light of ongoing extraction 
of shale by the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company (JPMC) 
in cooperation with the Natu- 
ral Resources Authority 
(NRA). 


Noting that oil shale is found 
in abundance in several areas 
of Jordan, the statement said 
that .the meeting was designed 
to .fold ways, of .exploiting, the- , 
oil' shale to reduce Jordan’s , 
reliance. on imported crude oil..« 
• The assessment and discus- 
sions in this regard, conducted 
with experts from a Swedish 
company Monday, revealed 
that Jordan has an estimated 
40 billion tonnes, of oil shale, 
equivalent to or capable of 
producing 35 billion barrels of 
oil. 

The discussion, noted the 
statement, focused on the 


method of direct burning of 
shale to produce steam which 
could be utilised to generate 
dejefridty. It said that accord- 
ingito expert, “views, Jhe.bum- 
ing was quite safe and caused 
no.danger to the, environment. 

The statement noted that the 
experts presented another view 
that oil shale could be ex- 
ploited in a distillation process 
to produce various oil products 
as well as sulphur. 

A study conducted by the 
NRA in the early 1980s found 
that oil shale deposits in the 
country are very rich and 
among the best in the world. 


Workshop to enhance skills of 
UNICEF communication officers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nation s Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) Monday opened a 
10-day workshop for com- 
munication officers employed 
by the agency and government 
counterpart in 13 different 
countries including Jordan. 

The workshop was opened 
at Ae Information Training 


Centre at Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation by In- 
formation Minister Ma'n Abu 
Nowar who outlined the role of 
Jordan Radio and Television in 
the field of communications, 
and thanked UNICEF for 
organising the meeting in Am- 
man. 


UNICEF Regional Director 
Sarojini VTttachi Padi tribute 
to the Jordanian media for its 
support of health care, espe- 
cially to women and children. 

Twelve million children die 
annually worldwide from pre- 
ventable diseases, Mrs. Vit- 
tachi said. 


CONDOLENCES 

The staff of the Jordan Information Bureau in 
Washington D.C. deeply mourn the passing 
away of 

MR. JAMIL MUASHER 


father of their colleague and director, Dr. 
Marwan Mnasher. Our thoughts and hearts 
are with the Mnasher family. 


CONDOLENCES 

The editor and staff of the Jordan 
Times deeply mourn the passing 
away, at the age of 72, of 

Jamil Issa Mnasher 

father of our friend and former 
colleague Dr. Marwan Muasher 

May his soul rest in peace. 


factors in Senate make-up 

(Continued from page 1) another, were not active du 


. % Experts who can fill the gap. 
r The Senate has traditional- 
y acted as a balancing factor 
' ind guarded against having 
v egttUtioos influenced by tire 
x&ttaal inclinations of de- 
puties, .said one prominent 
't i awyer *ho asked not t0 ** 
>, uunedi . 

He eufected the 17th Sen- 

* ■ «e to. include more legal 

* sxperts&an its predecessors 
-» \ fid in otder to make up for 
‘V toe Med number of dc- 

* wtitt with legal background. 
j*. Otaws aho expect the 

* lew State to be injected 
*■ • frith personalities who can 

* * effectively deal with the poh- 
V icsti rod economic require- 
k* . metiia.qf what one observer 

* -ug&Ufed ’'the crucial era 

through which Jordan is pas- 


iT Many. of the senators 
who, .for ' ; pnc reason or 


another, were not active dur- 
ing the term of the current 
Senate will not be reap- 
pointed,” said one observer. 
“These senators/' he said, 
“are expected to be replaced 
with people who can contri- 
bute more to the legislative 
and political procession in the 
Kingdom." 

Settler kills 

(Continued from page 1) 

was signed and settlers have 
sought revenge, shooting and 
wounding a dozen Palestinians 
and attacking cars and homes. 

Settler leaders contend 
prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
abandoned them by signing the 
autonomy agreement, which 
provides for an initial Israeli 
troop pullout from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho due to begin next 
month. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

■j!f Exhibition of coins at tire Spanish Cnltural Centre. 

4 Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Fahmi AI Qaysi at the AKa Art 
Gallery. 

-fr Art fffrihfrfrwi by artist Ibrahim AI Nashashfin at Ba l arin a 
Art Gallery (Gardens Street). 

-A- Art exhibition by Iraq! artist Rakan Dabdonb at Orfali Art 
Gallery (TeL 828932). 

it Art exhibition by a number of artists at the Student Affairs 
Building at the University of Jordan. 
it The Palestinian embroidery exhibit at tire Royal Cultural 
Centre (daily 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.). 
it of recent paintings by artist Ammar Khamm a sh 

at Darat AI Funnn of the Abdnl Ha meed Shaman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Lnweibddu Also showing, the permanent 
exhibition (Saturday-Th orsday 10:00 am. to 7:00 pro.) 


* Art exhibition by artist Mohammad AI Jaloos at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

FILMS 

☆ Film in German entitled “40 Jahre Deutsche Welle” at the 
Goethe-Institnt at 8dW pro. (30 minutes). 

ir F ilm entitled “Der Tecnisplatz” at the Goethe-Institnt at 
8:00 p.m. (60 uhmtes). 

DIALOGUE 

☆ Dialogue with Lebanese artist Mqjedah AI Rnmi at AbdL 
Hameed Shaman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

DRAMAS 

☆ Drama entitled “Stories in a Drarui” at Samir AI Rifa’i 
Auditorium at tire University of Jordan at 3:00 p.m. 

Plait : Recital 

☆ Piano rectal by Regina Shamvili at tire Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00. pro. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

A leading commercial bank offers job and 
career opportunities in the following depart- 
ments: 

-Commercial services 
(Letters of credit and guarantees) 
-Foreign exchange 

- Credit analysis 

- Domestic operations. 

Requirements: 

1. University degree. 

2. Good command of English. 

3. 3-5 years of experience in the field. 

4. Age not to exceed 30 years. 

Please send your CV in strict confidence to: 
P.O.Box 2466, Amman-Jordan 
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No man is an island 

WITH THE mainstream Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation reformists flexing their muscle and Palesti- 
nian opposition mounting pressure on the PLO 
leadership, there are increasing fears that unless the 
Pales tinian house is put in order the Palestinian- 
Isradi accord could effectively be derailed. The 
fallout from any such event would undoubtedly 
affect the Jordanian- Israeli track as well as the 
Israefi-Syrian-Lebanese fronts. There is therefore a. 
lot at stake for all the parties in the current conflict ' 
wiJKn the PLO; and unless this situation is addres- 
sed, there is every risk that the entire peace process 
could be stalemated. 

The central issue for the PLO reformists is 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s style of governing the 
operations of the Palestinian organisation, including 
cts decision - making process, especially his h andling 
of negotiations with the Israelis. There is nothing ; 
new in Arafat’s not-very-democratic style of ran- I 
ning Palestinian affairs as this personalised lead- j 
ership has been the hallmar k of his rule ever since 
he assumed the leadership of the PLO more than 1 
two decades ago. In retrospect, the grumbling of 
disgruntled PLO people should have started a long 
time ago if their concern about the introduction of 
democracy to their national institution is so 
genuine. Granted that democracy and 
democratically-taken decisions, would be infinitely 
better for the Palestinian cause than autocratic 
measures and policies, one would stiD question the 
timing of sounding the alarm; what is hokfing one 
back, though, is the fact that the Palestmhm-Israeti 
negotiations have reached a critical stage necessitat- 
ing wider base and participation. Hie PLO, as a 
revolutionary movement, was not expected to eqjoy 
the kind of democratic institutions as sdf-governing 
independent states do. Now that the PLO has 
turned to negotiations, instead of armed struggle, to 
a t t ain Palestinian rights, there is plenty of room for 
real consultations among the leadership, especially 
when the Palestinians are bong asked to make 
historic and binding commitments for themselves as 
weH as for their future generations. 

This is true even though effective leadership is 
also called for because bureaucratic inertia and 
setf-interest could affect the dedshm-making pro- 
cess, rendering the PLO nnabie to respond to 
challenges or make daring moves that are dearly 
necessary ff the peace talks are to reap meaningful 
results. A balance between effective and forceful 
leadership and wider consultations needs to be 
struck amply because the Issues are so formidable 
tint no one man is capable of dedding on them on 
his own. At tins crudal stage in Palestinian history 
there are decisions that require decisiveness and 
speed. And it Is always the prerogative of the 
leadership to take these decisions even in the most 
democratically-run governments. Democracy can- 
not and should not be confused with Indecision 
provided that prior to making a decision there are 
democratically-held discussions. That is about aH 
that most of the genuine re fo rmists are asking for. 
More than that could mean that “refor m ists’* are in 
league with the opposition . under the guise of 
wanting democracy within the PLO. Arafat is called 
upon to rectify this confusing state of affairs by 
loosening up his sole grip on the PLO and incorpor- 
ating the real reformists in the decision-making 
process. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstoor daily Monday urged die 
government to turn its attention to pressing domestic issues, 

having given most of its attention so for to political matters and 
the democratic process. There can be no more justification for 
further delaying handling domestic affairs, including economic 
and administrative issues as these are the paramount import- 
ance because they affect all public sectors, said Mohammad 
Daoud. There is urgent need for stimulating the economic 
activity in accordance with a plan to be drawn up by specialists 
horn the public as well as the private sector and there is need 
for the development of the public administration a manner 
that would most efficiently serve the national goals, demanded 
the writer. No political strategy, no matter how carefully it is 
planned, can have a positive effect unless it is backed by a 
strong national economy and a modem public administration 
that can cater to the requirement of the modem age, the 
scientific and technological progress and other changes and 
developments, stressed the writer. What is needed in the 
public administration sector, said the writer, is qualified cadre 
that can skillfully manage government business and cater to 
the needs of the urgent requirements of the present and the 
future. 

A WRITER in Al Dustour described the hopes and the 
optimism that rose with the signing of the PLO-Israel deal on 
Sept. 13 as false and deceptive. Mazen Hamm ad said that the 
Palestinians achieved nothing with this deal and could not 
even secure the release pf the detainees from Israeli jails. In 
fact Israel is using the detainees to pressure the PLO. into 
accepting Israel's will and dictates, he added. It is no secret 
that the PLO is awaiting the release of the 13.000 detainees in 
order to get credit in the eyes of the Palestinian people after 
the PLO-Israeli deal and therefore the PLO has all die right to 
insist that the detainees — be freed before Dec. 13 when the 
St' - of the Israeli withdrawals is supposed to occur, said the 
wr 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Jordan’s Islamists — a growing 
force or a fading footnote? 


Hie significant decline in the strength of the Islamists in the 
Jordanian Parliament — in sharp contrast to the rising power 
of Islamists in other parts of the region — is an important 
phenomenon that should be appreciated because of its 
implications for other Arab/Islamic countries. The decline of 
the Islamists is not surprising, however: it was expected and 
was easily predictable, if one assessed the phenomenon of 
Islamist politics in its full dimensions — as an indigenous 
movement of protest and challenge in the face of severe 
economic, political and soda! pressures. I would suggest the 
following reasons for the Islamists' decline: 

1. Hie main weakness of the Islamists is that they were 
unable to make the transition from the 1980s to the 1990s. In 
this election they blindly repeated the emotional slogans that 
they had used so effectively to challenge governments and 
ruling oligarchies in the 1980s, in Jordan as well as in other 
Middle Eastern lands. But the tactics of social sentimentality, 
religious identity, and bold political fearlessness that worked 
well for the Islamists in the 1980s were out of place and 
outdated in the 1990s. 

The voters today want more than comforting slogans; they 
want effective programmes that can respond to their daily 
needs in fields such as education, bousing, food and fuel 
prices, jobs, water, telephones, and other practical issues. The 
Jordanian Islamists have so for largely foiled the test of 
practical politics. Whether in parliament or during their brief 
experience in the government of Mudar Badran, they have 
proved unable to make the transition from charismatic 
challengers of government power to effective wielders of 
government power. 

“The Islamists were the only viable option for 
venting opposition in the 1980s; but in the 
1990s , they found themselves huddled with 20 
other political parties and scores of tribal 
alliances . People could write more freely in the 
press and speak in public meetings. The 
political and emotional pressures that had 
generated support for the Islamists in the 
1980s were diffused after 1989, and this hurt 
their support base." 


Their experience in the Badran cabinet was most instruc- 
tive; not only did they do a mediocre job in the ministries they 
held, but in some cases (such as education) they also 
succeeded in generating organised counter-protest movements 
against their policies. It became obvious at that point that they 
were not only more comfortable in the opposition; they were 
also likely to self-destruct if they remained in positions of 
executive authority. They were good challengers, but weak 
ideas men and lousy administrators. 

2. The liberalisation and initial democratisation of the 
Jordanian political system has eroded their constituency. Their 
appeal in the 1980s bad stemmed largely from the degradation, 
humiliation and indignity that ordinary people in the Middle 
East felt at the hands of top-heavy, autocratic* often authorita- 
rian states run by families or individuals. \^ben they were the 
only indigenous, credible, active folks challenging the old 
system, the Islamists attracted much support. They were, 
indeed, a daring, charismatic crowd in the 1980s, and a very 
necessary counterforce to the oligarchic abuse of power that 
was destroying the Arab World. 

When King Hussein recognised that the prevailing Jorda- 
nian power structure was untenable and not sustainable, he 
relaxed the domestic political system, and thus the Islamists 


lost a key source of their support. They no longer had to 
challenge the regime or the system from outside; they had to 
play by the rules, and show that they could do better than the 
power structure they were challenging. They have been unable 
to do this in a convincing way — so for. 

When the Islamists made the transition from die House of 
God to the House of Parliament, they relinquished most of 
their spiritual halo and muds of their political appeal. They 
were transformed from sacred political sages into just another 
bunch of street politicians splashing around in the parliamen- 
tary mudpits; they joined the rest of the politicians who were 
making deals, compromises, coalitions and promises in the 
hope of winning votes. 

3. The advent of a pluralistic political system with 20 other 
parties provided novel options for those discontented voters or 
political activists who wanted to express their opposition to the 
government. The Islamists were the only viable option for 
venting opposition in the 1980s; but in the 1990s, they found 
themselves huddled with 20 other political parties and scores 
of tribal alliances. People could write more freely in the press 
and speak in public meetings. The political and emotional 
pressures that had generated support for the Islamists in the 
1980s were diffused after 1989, and this hurt their support 
base. - 

4. The relative economic improvements in 1992 and 1993 
took votes away from the Islamists, whose support had relied 
on a combination of political discontent and economic 
discomfort. The graph of rising political support for the 
Islamists in the 1980s coincided almost perfectly with the 
decline in real personal incomes and living Stamfords in die 
1980s. The economic adjustment programme launched in 1988 
caused many people to suffer, and thus it strengthened 
Islamist support in the 1989 election; but the economic gains 
that were registered in 1992-1993 (partly as a result of the 
adjustment programme) reversed tins process, and drew votes 
away from the Islamists. 

5. The Islamists' political performance during the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis was a blow to their credibility and support base; 
they promised victory on the basis of blind emotional 
hocus-pocus and some equally vague political mum bo-jumbo. 
This poor act was followed up by an equally unimpressive: 
performance in their opposition to the 1991 Madrid peace 
talks, the 1992 deportation of 400 Palestinians to South 
Lebanon, and the 1993 Israeli-PLO Declaration of Principles. 
In all three cases, the Islamists (usually with equally ineffective 
leftist support) tried to generate mass political protests; but 
the masses were unimpressed, uninterested, or too busy with 
other, more pressing priorities. 

Clearly, the majority of people supported the Jordanian 
government’s and the PLO's diplomatic negotiations with 
Israel. The Islamists were bellowing the fire of the 1960s and 
promising the grandeur of centuries past; the people were 
assessing the real-life pressures of the 1990s and looking 
forward to something better in the next century. 

6. The experience of Iran and Sudan, where “Islamic 
regimes” ruled, were not very helpful to the cause of the 
Jordanian Islamists. The track record of Islamists in power in 
other Middle Eastern countries was neither very successful in 
resolving people’s day-to-day socio-economic problems nor 
very co mfortin g iqtqpna of offering domestic political systems 
that were less authoritarian and more participatory. We had 
few models to assess in terms of pondering a future “Islamic 
state” structure; the two we could evaluate in Iran and Sudan 
were stQl very problematic. Most voters here who compared 
the Jordanian system with these visions of “Islamic” states 
found the Jordanian centrist model for more appealing, and 
they made their views known in their votes. 

7. The change in the voting system to one-person, one-vote 
dearly hurt the Islamists, just as it hurt the leftists. But I 
believe the real reason for the drop in Islamist deputies is the 


overall decline in their credMty, because ^ tore 
able to change in line with the changing political system m 

"^TTve mam lessSlrf die Islamists’ decline in this election; in 
my mind, is that an open, pluralistic ^b/Islamic pohticai 
system will a) de-poUtidse Islam, b) reduce the Islan«ts’ 
appeal as a daring opposition, and c) force the other 
competing political, tribal and establishment forces to dews* 
practical programmes that respond to people’s ^day-to-day 
needs. This should suggest to others in the region that the way 
to deal with opposition movements is to bang them into the • 
system and let them try their hand at solving soctetys 
problems. The politics of religious and ethnic mduaon seems 
to work well in Jordan, and it begs to be tnedm other lands, 
such as Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, Syria. Iraq, Turkey, Iran and 

¥ jht/a 

Islam, in such a context, will slowly lose its explicit political 
veneer, and revert to its fundamental rol e as a reunion. (If 
you’re looking for parallels of religions that were politicised in 
order to challenge governing systems and then returned to 
their religious roles when the political challenge wasnolongcr, 
needed, look at the churches in South Africa and the United 
States; there are many common political/moral logistics in the 
deeds of folks Kke Abbas Madani, Ahmad Kofohi, Omar 
AbdnJ Rahman, Ibrahim Kilani, Pat Robertson, Ayatollah 
Khomeini, Pat Buchanan, Abdul Munem Abu Zant, Allan 
Boesak, Hassan Tnrabi, Jesse Jackson, Desmond Turn, and 
Ishaq Farhan). 

“...the Islamists will follow the example of tke 
environmentalists in the West; many of their 
principles and aspirations win be institutional- 
ised into our daily laws and ways, while their 
strength as an explicit potitiad force wiB 
dwindle into a small hardcore of committed 
activists who win continue to act as a check on 
the conscience of society. They shall have 
tmriohcH society, but not dominated it, for 
which they wiB also have our appreciation and 
praise 


< 


The gradual de-politicisation of Islam does not mean that 
the Islamists are mushed as a political force. They are still a 
strong bloc. But their core base is threatened by improved 
economic and political conditions, and their ability to attract 
new supporters is almost zero, in view of their imprecise 
programme and die fact that other political options are now 
available to voters. They must either rise to the challenge and 
develop a credible political programme that attracts suppor- 
ters (probably m coalition with die tribal centrists), or they wffl 
slowly make their way to die great footnote in the sky where 
die world keeps its collection of old political movements that 
glowed brightly for a brief moment, basked in toe glow of the 
cheering masses, and then faded away. 
p My personal guess is that' the Islamists will follow die 
example of the environmentalists in the West; many of their 
principles and aspirations will be institutionalised into our 
daily laws and ways, while their strength as an explicit political 
force wifi dwindle into a small hardcore of committed activists 
who will continue to act as a check on the conscience of 
society. They will become toe Ralph Naders of Jordan, for 
which they will have our thanks and admiration. They fhftH 
have enriched society, but not dominated it, for which they 
wifi also have our appreciation and praise. 

© 1993 RAMI G. KHOURI 


Foreign policy is about the national interest 


By Henry Kissinger 

NEW YORK — President Bill 
Clinton deserves support for 
his effort to disengage from 
Somalia, where the United 
States had no national interest 
and should never have become 
involved militarily. But his 
deeper challenge is to define a 
rationale for contained Amer- 
ican engagement in regions 
where the U.S. national in- 
terest does compel it. 

The president has called 
attention to this need, but bis 
administration’s statements are 
so muddled as to compound 
perplexities. 

The basic problem is that 
administration spokesmen, in- 
cluding toe president, seem to 
shrink from any geopolitical or 
security context for the use of 
American force, or from any 
implication that the national 
interest may sometimes re- 
quire the application of power. 

In its quest for general 
causes and multilateral action, 
the administration reflects the 
attitudes of a generation whose 
defining experience was toe 
Vietnam war. Convinced that 
the Vietnam disaster was 
caused by an excessive concern 
with national security, they are 
now trying to submerge the 
national interest in multilateral 
ventures. 

This point of view misunder- 
stands the past as much as it 
misjudges the present. 

America entered Indochina 
as it did all wars in toe 20th 
century — on behalf of univer- 
sal principle, as expressed for 
example in Wilson’s dictum 
“to make toe world safe for 
democracy." In Vietnam it was 
on behalf of the doctrine of 
collective security, to oppose 
what was judged to be a global 
Chinese- Soviet military offen- 
sive and to safeguard democra- 
cy against what was perceived 
as a global strategy of guerrilla 
warfare. 

The error of Indochina was 
not that America was too 
nationalistic, but that its goals 
rere too universal; not that it 
was too self-centred, but that it 
was too undiscriminating. 

The fear of having a national 



foreign policy explains the 
administration's neglect of 
such traditional instruments of 
policy as existing alliances, and 
the scarcity of references in its 
statements to common in- 
terests with other countries — 
except to carry out an Amer- 
ican agenda for such universal 
causes as human rights, non- 
proliferation and collective 
security. 

Thus the president's appeal 
that America most find the 
"right course” for staying en- 
gaged in the world lacks any 
criteria for what this "right 
course" is. In their absence, we 
cannot judge the “unaccept- 
able costs'* that the president 
urges Americans to avoid. 

The doctrine of collective 
security assumes that all na- 
tions perceive international 
problems in the same way and 
are prepared to run the same 
risks for vindicating their view. 
The essence of the new world 
order is its fragmentation on. a 
national and even ethnic basis. 
Universal causes, however, are 
hard to come by. 

Even during the cold war, 
when there existed a global 
threat, it was rarely possible to 
obtain an international consen- 


sus except for defending the 
centre of Europe, and that task 
was policed by NATO, a tradi- 
tional alliance, rather than by 
toe United Nations. The oft- 
invoked Gulf war was less a 
multilateral action than an 
American action multilaterally 
supported by other states to 
gam an influence over U.S. 
decisions. 

In situation like Somalia, 
meaningful “collective secur- 
ity” is to all practical purposes 
out of reach. Witness the ex- 
tent to which many of the 
military forces sent there by 
other nations assiduously 
avoided combat. Nor is the 
repeated distinction between 
‘^political" and "military" solu- 
tions very helpful. 

The mistake in Somalia was 
not that a political police mis- 
sion was abandoned for a milit- 
ary one, but that toe Bush 
administration sent military 
forces without defining a goal 
permitting extrication. The 
American military is not de- 
signed for humanitarian mis- 
sions, and its difficulties were 
magnified when toe Clinton 
administration's United Na- 
tions ambassador, Madeleine 
Albright, added “nation bond- 


ing” to its agenda. 

The misery in Somalia was 
man-made; it was the produ ct 
of exactly toe kind of dan 
warfare in which toe president 
has said that America should 
not meddle. I agree, but there 


“How are the 
administration ’s 
statements on 
Somalia to be re- 
conciled with its 
attitudes to- 
wards China and . 
Peru or, for that 
matter , Rus- 
sia?" 


.was never a way of ending the 
humanitarian mission without 
either returning to the condi- 
tions which had produced toe 
need for it or enga ging in na- 
tion building. And nation 
bunding required the very war- 


fore that Americans are now 
being told to abjure. 

Once a military conflict ex- 
ists, the situation on the 
ground will determine the 
‘political” outcome. If in 
Somalia a “political” solution 
implies anything different from 
the status quo ante, it can be 
achieved only by military 
pressure or at least the threat 
of it. In other words, debacle 
was inherent in toe initial in- 
tervention, which was doomed 
from ti je start to end in Somali 
domestic chaos and starvation, 
or in American involvement in 
a Somali civil war. 

Administration statements 
continually cite Cambodia as 
an example of a successful Un- 
ited Nations-led “political" 
solution. In fact, Cambodia 
proves the opposite point. No 
other country has been so ex- 
hausted by military conflict. 
After 20 years of warfare, all 
the parties had come to the end 
of their ropes. The “political 
solution” reflected the military 
situation; it was not a substi- 
tute for it. The United Nations 
provided the forum in which 
toe exhausted parties could 
talk. 

It is ironic that an admmis- 


tioguish itself from toe pa 
seems so in danger of repeatir 
America's traditional error < 
invoking general causes for a 
situations and all regions - 
under, the labels of enlarge 
meat of democracy and malt 
lateral initiatives. 

If it is true, as Presidei 
Ointon has said, that “it is m 
our job to rebuild Somalia i 
society or its political strut 
tore,” why does it follow in th 
same press conference that th 
United States should sen 
military personnel to Haiti "t 
retrain toe army, to rebuild tfa 
nation”? Is Washingto: 
embarrassed to say that it , 
because Haiti, being dose, is 
security concern, and Somalft 
being far, is not? 

And if security is the prises 
al U.S. worry in Haiti, can it b 
defined and are there otbc 
ways of achieving it fh*n b 
using force to restore a leadc 
who is universally described s 
extraordinarily unstable an 
reckless? 

How are the administn 
turn's statements on Somalia t 
be reconciled with its attitude 
towards China and Peru or, ft 
that matter, Russia? 

Somalia has come earl 
enough m the administration' 
term to enable it to define tfa 
nature and toe limits of futur 
American military interve? 
bon. At stake must be ^ 
American interest that th 
American public can nndei 
stand. 

If there exists no America 
P“POse other than to futfifl a 
international conse nsus, and i 


one cannot explain 
rcan families that tl 
ones are risking the 
enha n ce America’s s 
well-being, it will no 
ble to stay the co 
“success” is achiet 
national interest mus 
la table into a mffitai 
achievable within a ti 
sustainable by the 
political process. 

If other nations h 
compatible with to 
America should welt 
cooperation, as in thi 
International H< 
bune. 
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By Dr. Fkwwaz Abroad 
Tuqan 

No ptece in the Middle East is 
vo *J of history. Everywhere 
yon look, there is a significant 
event which once took place or 
a significant historical figure 
who passed by here. Every- 
where in the Middle East, even 
in the remotest areas, history is 
attested. Some places witnes- 
sed more events than others. 
Some places were always the 
centre, or the heart, of events. 
Some other places were 
peripheral to the mainstream 
of history. Yet, there is no 
place in our part of the world 
which did not witness any his- 
torical event or did not come 
under the influence of some 
historical personality. 

Jordan lies in the heart of 
the ancient world. One is 
tempted to generalise by 
saying that Jordan lies at the 
crossroads of history. No mat- 
ter how one looks at this term, 
it is more or less correct. 

It was not Jordan's weak 
status in history that bro ugh t to 
it armies, invaders, migrants; 
rather, its consecutive civilisa- 
tion, which were peaceful and 
non-aggressive, tempted 
adventurers. 

There is no other explana- 
tion. 

The Fertile Crescent (Meso- 
potamia, parts of Anatolia, 
greater Syria) was a crossroad 
to invading armies from Iran, 
Greece, Egypt and Arabia. 
However, Mesopotamia, 
Babylon and Assyria, and the 
Hittites in AnatoUa, played an 
aggressive rede in history, with 
dreams of establishing great 
empires which they accom- 
plished. And they were at the 
crossroad of history. 

The states or kingdoms in 
our part of the world which 
had snch dreams ended in ‘ 
catastrophe; the Israelites were 
made captives in Babylon; 
Queen Zenobia of Palmyra 
was made captive in Rome. 

Jordan, on the other hand, 
had its own glorious history 
and important role in the 
stream of human tivifcation. 

The new theory of the Jor- 
dan Valley Civilisation is gain- 
ing more converts. Academi- 
cians are subscribing to the fact 
that civilisation started in the 
Jordan Valley some 25,600 
years ago. The data recently 
collected regarding the late 
Stone Age indicates tfiat an 
urbanised human polity existed 
along the Jordan Valley and its 
two banks before the dawn of 
history. 

Archeological finds north of 
Amman (’Ain Ghazal) proved 
that urbanised man inhabited 
the area at least 12,000 years 
ago. It is worth noting here 
that Mesopotamia and the Nile 
Valley theories of cradle of 
civilisation take os back only to 
half that period, i.e. to 6,000 
years ago. 

There are many instances 
which prove the Jordan Valley 
theory. Z will cite just a few. 

Man harnessed fire far back 
in time. The first known 
human-made furnace was disc- 
overed south of tire Dead Sea, 
dating back to approximately 
25,000 years ago. 

Man changed his way of 
living from hunter and food 
gatherer to producer of food 
by cultivation of plants and 
domestication of animals in the 
Jordan Valley and its two 
banks. The earliest signs of 
agriculture were found in this 

S ait of the world, the Natu- 
ans, about 10.000 years ago. 
The earliest man-made deity 
(idol) dates bade to the same 
period. We found several of 
those in the dolmon culture, on 
tire East Bank of the Jordan 
River. 

Man invented pottery 9,000 
years ago. The earliest pottery 
shards were found in Jericho, 
west of the river. 

Man built his first urban 
community (fortified and orga- 
nised) in the Jordan Valley 
around 7,000 B.C. 

Man discovered metal and 
found a way to cast brass, then 


Jordan has a long and proud history and civilisation 


strengthen it as bronze, south 
of the Dead Sea and in the 
Naqab steppes. The earliest 
mines date around 5,000 B.C. 

This Jordan Valley civilisa- 
tion which proceeded the Nile 
and Mesopotamia civilisations, 
it seems, belonged to a unified 
world culture. In south of Jor- 
dan, Kilwa ate, rock engrav- 
ings and drawings are similar in 
style to those in Libya and 
Algeria, Tsaly and those of 
Lascoux caves in southern 
France. The motifes and repre- 
sentations of human beings 
and animals apparently be- 
longed to the same civilised 
people. I would venture say 
that by the end of the Ice Age, 
those people who sa tight re- 
fuge in the warm region of the 
Jordan Valley felt far more 
advanced and dared roam the 
open wilderness of the globe. 
Perhaps this very fact of feeling 
that the world belongs to all 
peoples was behind their ex- 
tinction or their melting within 
the rising civilisations of the 
Nile Valley and Mesopotamia. 

Jordan’s recorded history 
does not go back beyond the 
Iron Age. 

Moab, i.e. Karak, was the 
first kingdom established in 
Jordan which enjoyed self- 
rule. Between 870 and 830 
B.C., King Kammushit started 
a national movement. 

It was his son. King Mashia' 
the Dhibonite, who freed his 
country from Israelite domina- 
tion and established a prosper- 
ous state. His achievements 
were carved in the Canaanite 


language on a small stele which 
is now in the Louvre. King 
Mashia' stele spoke of bounty 
and prosperity in the land. The 
ecology was completely diffe- 
rent, woods, pastures, streams 
and herds of sheep were en- 
joyed by the inhabitants of the 
two hundred towns which 
made up the Kingdom of Moab 
and Dhibon/Dhiban. 

The Edomites soon estab- 
lished another prosperous 
kingdom whose seat was in 
Busaira (now in the Govemo- 
rate of Tafileh), south of 
Moab. This kingdom lasted 
several centuries, along with 
another smaller kingdom in the 
middle of Jordan, that of the 
Ammonites, after whose name 
Amman, the capital, is named 
(Rabbat Ammfln, i.e. the 
Ammun of the ten thousand 
inhabitants). 

However, the most famous 
and affluent kingdom in Jor- 
dan before the advent of Islam 
was the Nabataean Kingdom. 

These south Arabian people 
who brought with them the 
elegance of Yemen and the 
advancements of Arabia Felix, 
literally carved a unique civi- 
lisation which extended to far 
horizons. 

They were merchants, far- 
mers, architects and above all. 
humane and peaceful people. 
From Damascus to Medmah in 
the Hijaz, and from Asqalan 
on the Palestinian coast to the 
depth of the Jordanian desert, 
the Nabataeans commanded a 
rich and stable democracy 
which lasted four centuries. 
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The Roman conquest in the 
beginning of the second cen- 
tury A.D. could not put an end 
to tiie Nabataean ingenuity. It 
only divested them of their 
independence. A century later, 
the Romans tried to Romanise 
the area. They built ten cities 
on the remains or the ruins of 
older sites. TTie common mas- 
terplan was similar to Rome. 
They tried to spread their lan- 
guage, culture and way of life. 
This is the period of the De- 
capolis. Amman was one of the 
ten cities. It was known by the 
name of Philadelphia. Howev- 
er, the Roman domination did 
not last and their efforts to 
change the cultural identity of 
the people was a failure. Soon, 
the country regained its nation- 
al identity which was a mixture 
of Arab and Aramaic peoples. 
The dominant tongue, it 
seems, was Arabic. 

Now Jordan enjoyed stabil- 
ity and prosperity for a long 
time. The remains of this 
period are cogent proof to the 
nature of the way of life which 
the people enjoyed. 

Islam was introduced into 
Jordan before the Is lami c con- 
quests. Jordanian tribes and 
rity dwellers answered to the 
call of the Prophet and paid 
allegiance to him before the 
armed dashes with the Byzan- 
tines, 631 A.D. and on. When 
the Muslims advanced into 
iter Syria to meet with the 
tyzantine Emperor Hera dins, 
they trod amongst their 
kinship. 

The histories of early Islam 
and Jordan are entwined in 
such a way that one is tempted, 
here again, to say that Jordan 
was the first Muslim polity 
outside Mecca and Madmah. 

An interesting piece of in- 
formation is worth acknow- 
ledging at this juncture. Jor- 
dan, as an administrative pro- 
vince in early Islam, comprised 
northern Jordan and Palestine. 
On the other hand, Palestine 
as an administrative province, 
comprised southern Jordan 
and southern Palestine. The 
divisions were latitudinal, 
rather than longitudinal. In 
this respect, Haifa, Acre and 
Tyre (in Lebanon today) were 
Jordanian cities. On the other 
band, Karak, Petra and Aqaba 
were Palestinian. 

Islam co-existed with Christ- 
;.ianity in this country through 
the ages. It was not before the 
tenth century A.D. that the 
Muslim population became the 
majority. During the first four 
centimes of Islam, Christians 
in Jordan enjoyed freedom of 
belief as did all “peoples of the 
book” throughout the world of 
Islam. 

Here, they felt even closer to 
tiie Caliphate which banked on 
the Arabs irrespective of their 
religion. Jordanian Christians 
at the time were thoroughbred 
Arabs. Many Jordanians of the 
Christian faith served the 
Caliphate and some became 
part of the higher echelons of 
the state. Mu’awiyah, the first 
Umayyad Caliph married a 
Christian Arab who gave birth 
to his heir apparent, later, his 
successor. 

This state of affairs gave 
Jordan the finest epoch ever in 
its entire history. 

The Umayyad achievements 
in Jordan are remarkable and 
befitting the greatest Muslim 
Caliphate. To mention but art 
example, the Umayyad “de- 
sert” castles are magnificent 
relics that speak of emeoance 
and grandeur Amra, Hisham 
Palace in the Jordan Valley, 
Mshatta and Tuba are but a 
few of these monuments. The 
Dome of the Rock, the Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem and the 
Umayyad Mosque of Damas- 
cus are yet other aspect of the 
greatness of the Umayyad 
Dynasty. 

After their fall to their 
cousins, the Abbassids, the 
Umayyads fled to Spain and 
established yet a great civilisa- 
tion in Toledo, Cordoba, Sevil- 
la and the rest of Andalusia. 

Jordan was the home of the 
Umayyads for nearly one cen- 
tury, ending in 750 A.D. There 
are at least a hundred and fifty- 
attested Umayyad archeologic- 
al sites in Jordan witnessing to 
the amount of attention these 
Caliphs paid to Jordan. 

The explanation to this atti- 
tude is the fact that Jordan is 
strategically located to govern 
the vast Islamic Empire. 

The prosperous and peaceful 
state of affairs which Jordan 
enjoyed through the first 
eleven centuries A.D. was sev- 
erely interrupted by the cru- 
saders. 

The two bloody and secta- 
rian centuries of the crusades 
awesomely affected Jordan. 
The military remains of that 
era exemplified in the gigantic 
fortresses of Karak, Shobak 
(Montreal). Rabad and Azraq. 
to mention but a few. are living 
aspects of the turbulent years 
which Jordan and the rest of 
the Middle East went through. 

No sooner were the crusad- 
ers expelled than the Mongol 
hordes appeared from the east. 
The crusader castles and Sala- 


dins military constructions in 
the area served well Jordan 
and the rest of the Muslim 
World in warding off the 
sweeping plague which de- 
vasted all centres of civilisation 
east of Jordan. In 1260, the 

Mongols were defeated in Ain 
Jalut never to return to the 
area again until they were con- 
verted to Islam several centur- 
ies later. 

The Mamluks, who ruled the 
Islamic World after Saladin 
and until the advent of the 
Ottoman Turks in 1516 A.D., 
were, themselves, Turks and 
Circassians from the Caucasus. 
Jordan was very convenient to 
them. It served as a backtine 
stronghold in whose citadels 
and fertile mountains they 
sought refuge, stored their sur- 
plus grain, treasured their 
gold, imprisoned their rebel- 
lious colleagues and trained 
their children for leadership 
and government. 

Jordan benefitted a great 
deal of this situation. The 
Mamluk leaders reconstructed 
and developed Jordan to be 
able to offer those services. 
The result was beneficial. Most 
of all, the pilgrims’ route to 
Mecca through Jordan was safe 
and offered many advantages. 

During Ottoman times, Jor- 
dan played almost the same 
Tole. It reaped almost the same 
benefits. It was not until the 
rise of Turkish nationalism in 
the Ottoman Empire that Arab 
provinces, as well as other non- 
Turkish provinces, suffered 
oppression, neglect and attri- 
tion. Jordan, as the rest of the 
provinces, was treated like a 
colony. Eventually, tiie Arabs 
and other people of the Otto- 
man Empire, fought for their 
freedom. 

Jordan’s role in the Arab 
Revolt was crucial. The deci- 
sive battles between the Arabs 
and the Turkish armies were 
fought in Jordan with the help 
of Jordanian tribesmen and 
people. 

The capturing of Damascus 
from the Turkish armies in 
1918 by the Arab Revolt free- 
dom fighters lead by Prince 
Faisal of Hijaz and consisting 
mostly of Jordanian fighters, 
announced the dawn of mod- 
ern Arab independence. 

Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Hijaz 
and Transjordan acquired their 
independence by 1920. Only 
Palestine was^not fortunate. It 
was placed under British man- 
date which eventually facili- 
tated the establishment of 
Israel and the displacement of 
the Palestinian Arabs. 

In retrospect, all the peoples 
and civilisations that lived and 
florished in Jordan left their 
indelible marks which are visi- 
ble in the following main 
points: 

— Jordan was, and still is, a 
fertile country which was de- 
veloped internally, 

— Jordan was, and still is, a 
peaceful country which did not 
seek aggression. Rather, it fell 
several times victim to outride 
oppression, 

— Jordan played an active 
role in the development of 
human civilisation, 

— Jordan houses and cher- 
ishes many unique relics of the 
past. 

To be a citizen of a country, 
with such a long and magnifi- 
cient history is not an easy 
task. The achievements of the 
past are always acknowledged 
in the present; thence the fear 
of judgment by the people of 
the future. 


It is related in bygone days 
that a monarch passed by * 
very old man planting olive 
trees. 

“Do you expect to eat froi 


their fruits,” exclaimed the your time and efforts?” asked 
monarch. the monarch. 

“But of course, not," re- The old man answered: 
torted the old man. “They planted so we eat; mw 

“Then why do you waste we plant so they will eat!” 
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Harvard University Fellowships 
for Professionals 

In Health, Income Security and Social Services 

The Institute of Social and Economic Policy in the Middle East of the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University promotes regional cooperation in the Middle East through education and research programmes. 
The Institute's Middle East Educational Fellowship Programme has created a network of regional managers 
throughout the Middle East who, political conditions permitting, communicate and cooperate across borders. Each 
year, the institute selects as follows outstanding professionals from the fields of social services, income security and 
health. 

The fellows participants in the Kennedy School’s Mid-Career Master’s in Public Administration degree programme, 
or the Master’s in Public Health degree programme at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH), as suited to their 
professional needs. The 10-month fellowship includes tuition and fees, an initial adjustment allowance, individual 
health insurance, housing and a one-time book allowance. 

Ca nd ida te s should possess t be following qualifications: 

1 . At least seven years of substantial professional experience in the fields of health, income security or social 
services. 

2. At minimum, a bachelor's degree and a demonstrated ability to perform well in a rigorous, interdisciplinary 
academic programme. 

3. English proficiency sufficient to meet Harvard standards, as demonstrated by a TOEFL score of 600. 

' 4. Ability to achieve major positions upon their return in government or voluntary sector organisations. 

* Please note: Candidates to the HSPH should possess an M.D. and will be required to take the GRE exam. 

To be considered for funding from this institute, completed applications and official test scores must be 
submitted by Jan. 10, 1994. 

Interested candidates should send a request for an application either for the Kennedy School of Government or 
the School of Public Health. Candidates should also include a current typed resume to: 

Tessa Rowland 
Fellowship Director 

Institute for Social and Economic Policy In the Middle East 

John F. Kennedy School of Government 

Harvard University 

79 John F. Kennedy Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 U.SJL 







fin 

> 






^4 tty 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1993 


Kohl begins business visit to China 


BEIJING (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut. Kohl ar- 
rived in Beijing Monday with a 
large group of senior German 
businessmen for a visit ex- 
pected to highlight China's 
policy of rewarding diplomatic 
cooperation with business 
deals. 

Mr. Kohl, making his first 
visit to China since its bloody 
crackdown on pro-democracy 
protesters in 1989, will tour 
Beijing, Shanghai and Guang- 
zhou during his six-day trip. 

He held two-and-a-half 
hours of talks with Premier Li 
Peng during which the two 
leaders proclaimed themselves 
happy that Sino-German links 
were “back on the track to 
normal development,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Wu Jian- 
min told reporters. 

“The two countries are high- 
ly complementary in tbeir eco- 
nomies . and there are great 
potentials for the development 
of economic relations," Mr. 
Wu quoted Mr. Li as saying. 

While German officials have 


said Mr. Kohl expected to raise 
the issue of human rights, 
neither the Chinese nor the 
German official spokesman 
had any information on 
whether this had come up 
Monday. 

The German group indudes 
40 top executives as well as the 
ministers of economies, posts 
and communications and re 
search and economic coopera- 
tion. 


dais say some 12 agreements 
mil be signed Tuesday, includ- 
ing major deals for the Chinese 
purchase of more Airbus air- 
craft as well as German power 
stations and railway wagons. 

China said last week further 
agreements were expected on 
iron and steel projects,. trans- 
port, energy, the chemicals in- 
dustry, machinery, electronics, 
telecommunication and en- 
vironmental protection. 


pledge not to establish official 
links with nationalist-ruled 
Taiwan or sell k weapons. Mr. 
Wu said Mr. Li welcomed this 
position as “an important 
foundation which makes the 
development of bilateral rela- 
tion's possible and sustain- 
able." 


Mr. Kohl's visit is es 
to result in a number ot major 


expected 
of major 
contracts for German firms. 
Diplomats in Beijing say China 
may use the trip to award a 
5416 million deal for an under- 
ground railway in Guangzhou 
to a German consortium led by 
Siemens A.G. 


Bonn joined other Western 
capitals in denouncing the 1989 
Tiananmen crackdown but has 
played its cards carefully since 
China be£an its latest round of 
high-speed growth in 1992. 


One German business ex- 
ecutive travelling in Mr. Kohl’s 
party said be believed the sub- 
way deal was basically set, 
although the two sides were 
haggling over important de- 
tails. 


German and Chinese offi- 


Germany has kept its profile 
low and concentrated on busi- 
ness while other large Western 
countries have found their 
links bedevilled by political 
problems - ranging from the 
Sino-British row over Hong 
Kong to French weapons sales 
to rival Taiwan and U.S. hu- 
man rights accusations. 

Mr. Kohl repeated Bonn’s 


The economic relationship is 
not " without strains. China, 
which does not count reexports 
through Hong Kong in its trade 
figures, says it has a trade 
deficit with Germany, but 
Bonn says overall trade is 
sharply in Beijing’s favour. 

China says from January to 
September it exported 52,68 
billion worth of goods to Ger- 
many and imported 53.98 bil- 
lion worth of German goods — 
increases of 61.4 per cent and 
60.7 per cent respectively over 
the same 1992 period. 


Business leaders travelling 
with Mr. Kohl include Siemens 
boss Heinrich von Pierer and 
Daimler-Benz chief Edzard 
Reuter. 


Bahrain 
h anks 
acquires 
leading U.S. 
music firm 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
The Bahrain-based investment 
bank Investcorp has acquired 
the U.S. Camelct Music Inc. 
for an undisclosed sum, Invet- 
corp said in a statement. 

Investcorp said Camelot is 
the third largest specialty re- 
tailer of recorded music in the 
United States, and that it has 
368 stores in 34 U.S. states 
selling various home entertain- 
ment products including music. 

Camelot, with annual sales 
of around $420 million, oper- 
ates in a market worth 510 
billion — expected to rise to 
S14 billion by 1998, according 
to sources familiar with the 
deal. 

More than half of Camelot's 
sales are generated by catalog 
sales, they said. Generally it 
maintains a more extensive in- 
ventor)' than its competitors, 
including older titles that are 
still relatively popular. 

The company was acquired : 
from its 70-year-old founder 
and owner Paul David. 

Investcorp specialises in ac- 

f iuisitions of retail businesses, 
t aims to hold the companies 
for around five years before 
selling them through a public 
flotation, to an outside bidder 
or to an internal management 
team. 

Its recent acquisitions in- 
clude Germany's clothing 

S Mondi. Britain’s Thom 
ing and Italy's luxury 


goods company Gucci, Other 
U.S. holdings that it acquired 
are Saks Fifth Avenue. Tiffany 


and Co.. Mueller Co., and 
Peebles Department Stores. 

! Formed in the 1980s basical- 
ly by Arab oil financiers. In- 
vestcorp is an international in- 
vestment bank. It is the brain- 
child of Nemir Kirdar, an Iraqi 
banker. 


Kazakhstan introduces new 
currency, dumps roubles 


ALMA-ATA (R) — Kazakh- 
stan introduced a new currency 
Monday but It was difficult to 
find and many shops were 
dosed as people sought to 
dump worthless roubles. 

The tenge, worth 500 Soviet- 
era roubles and pegged by the 
central bank at 4.7 to the dol- 
lar, was due to replace large- 
denomination rouble bank- 
notes Monday. But the new 
banknotes were difficult to 
find. 

Smaller denomination rou- 
bles were to be withdrawn 
from circulation later in the 
week. 

Kazakhs, who can change a 
maximum 100,000 roubles 
(584) this week only, grumbled 
about rising prices as they 
queued for bread and milk in 
the capital Alma-Ata. 

“Of courae we hope things 
will get better, but they do not 
look very good now,” said 
pensioner Ismail Abdraimov. 
"I have just spent 250 roubles 
for a loaf of bread. Last week I 
would have paid 50 roubles." 

Neighbouring Uzbekistan, 
in a move coordinated with 
Kazakhstan, is bringing in tem- 
porary coupons to supplement 
its old roubles. 

Both countries are abandon- 
ing die rouble with some re- 


luctance. They are bitter at 
Russia's tough terms for allow- 
ing them to use its currency 
and resentful at the way they 
have been forced to take their 
own monetary path. 

The tenge will be a fully- 
fledged permanent currency. 

“The new currency is being 
printed in Germany,” said 
G alina Khachinyan, a scientist. 
“They have a stable currency. 
Maybe that means our curren- 
cy will be stable as well,” she 
said. 

. “Of coarse it would have 
been better to stay in the rou- 
ble zone, but Russia set such 
tough conditions that we did 
not really have a choice.” said 
Lina, a pensioner who did not 
expect to see her tenge bank- 
note until next month. 

Russia had demanded that 
other countries deposit gold or 
convertible currency at the 
Russian Central Bank as a 
pre-condition for supplying 
new Russian roubles. 

Commercial kiosks and large 
shops in Alma-Ata were closed 
Monday as shopkeepers work- 
ed out what prices to charge 
once the new currency arrived. 

Hotel exchange booths were- 
waiting for supplies of tenge. It 
was not immediately dear why 
their arrival had been delayed. 


Most people expected to re- 
ceive the new banknotes at 
work rather than from a bank. 
Some crowded into foodshops 
to snap up what goods there 
were, clutching wads of small 
denomination old rouble 
notes. 

These will cease to be legal 
tender at the end of this week 
under the terms of a decree 
issued by President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev last Friday. 

Western cigarettes, which 
sold for 15,000 roubles Sun- 
day, cost 50,0t)0 Monday. One 
pensioner asked 100,000 rou- 
bles for a bottle of vodka. 4 T 
have to get hold of some 
money so that I can change it 
for tenge," she -said. 


The rouble, about to be con- 
signed to history, fluctuated 
wildly against die dollar. Ten 
days ago, street traders asked 
2,500 or 3,000 roubles per dol- 
lar. By the weekend, the rate 
had fallen to 25,000, but Mon- 
day a few street traders offered 
5,000. * 

■ The tenge was still not avail- 
able on the streets. “Come 
back tomorrow,'’ said one 
young Kazakh trading across 
the road from die national' 
parliament. “We win give you 
one tenge per dollar." 


Belgian 
industry 
hitby 
24-hour 
strike 


BRUSSELS (R) — Much of 
Belgian industry was paralysed 
by a 24-hour strike Monday in 
protest against austerity mea- 
sures planned by the govern- 
ment. 

Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene said the government 
would nevertheless press for- 
ward with its social plan, which 
cuts social benefits to reduce 
Belgium's budget deficit. 

“i will succeed. It is- impor- 
tant for the country to suc- 
ceed," Mr. Dehaene said on 
Belgian radio RTBF. 

The government has not 
responded to the strike, possr 
ibly fearing public comment 
will exacerbate tensions with 
the unions. 

A spokeswoman for the 
socialist trade union FGTB/ 
ABW told Reuters that the 
metal, steel and petrochemical 
industries had been particular- 
ly hard-hit by the strike. 

Buses, trams and metros 
came to a standstill because of 
tihe protest action and there 
had been a limited work stop- 
page in banks and hospitals, 
the spokeswoman said. 

Antwerp and Ghent ports in 
northern Belgium were also 
paralysed. “No ships are. 
going in or out,” said a har- 
bour official from Antwerp, 
Europe’s second-biggest port 
after Rotterdam. 


The strike was called by the 
Christian Democrat and social- 
ist trade unions, which 
together have about 2.5 million 
members. It is the- first of many 
protests over the next month to 
force foe government to back 
down on its social plan. 

The socialist trade union 
polled out of negotiations with ‘ 
employers and the centre-left 
government last month to draw . 
up a new social plan, saying' 
employers were .being 
favoured. 

The protest 'act&n 
ates in a general strike on DeCt- 
10, coinciding with a European 
Community heads of state 
summit in Belgium, which' 
holds foe rotating EC pres- 
idency. 


Big five Japanese steelmakers 
suffer heavy losses in first half 


TOKYO (AFP) — The five 
biggest Japanese steel com- 
panies incuned heavy losses in 
the six months to September, 
reflecting stagnant demand for 
steel from other industries, the 
companies have said. 

The firms announced their 
first pre-tax losses since 1987 
when they had suffered from- 
the sharp appreciation of the 
yen. 

World leader Nippon Steel 
Corp. incurred the biggest-ever 
loss of 16.7 billion yen ($159 
million) in foe first half while 
foe. others — Kawasaki Steel 
Corp., Sumitomo Metal Indus- 
tries Ltd., NKK Corp. and 
Kobe Steel — suffered almost 
record losses. 

Despite their restructuring 
efforts — including temporary 
lay-offs and salary cuts — busi- 
ness results were deteriorating, 
analysts said, forecasting that 
recovery in the steel industry 
was unlikely by September 
next year. 

Nippon Steel said that the 
16.7 bQKon yen pre-tax loss 
followed a pre-tax profit of 

14.1 billion yen a year earlier. 
Sales fell by 10.7 per cent to 

1.1 trillion yen, inducting 233 
billion yen in exports reflecting 
a fall of 22 per cent. 


Islamic bank 
to set up 
investment 
insurance 
body 


MANAMA (R>— The Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB) has 
said final preparations were 
underway to set up an insur- 
ance body for investment and 
export credit. 

A bank statement said nine 
Islamic countries had ratified 
foe creation of the body which 
would have a paid-up capital of 
more than 5100 million. 

It said the rDB had already 
injected around $60 million 
into lie -neWffuHd -which :would: 
help insure and reinsure ext 
ports jof goods ftomJDB mem-- 
ber states and other investment 


projects. 
It did 


not say where and 
when the body would be set up 
but said it would soon appoint 
a general manager. . 


British 


for help to boost competition 


HARROGATE, England (R) 
— British businessmen called 
on the government and the 
European Community (EC) 
Monday to curb the power of 
Brussels and help industry 
boost competition. 

The Confederation of Brit- 
ish Industry (GBI) said busi- 
ness was fighting a rising tide 
of legislation and regulation 
■from foe EC while grappling 
with recession on the continent 
and a fragile economic recov- 
ery in Britain. 


“Compared noth the rest of 
the worid we have become a 
slow growth area,”. CBI presi- 
dent Michael Angus tola foe 
annual conference. 

He called for an extension of 
the single market, curtailment 
of the power of Brussels and its ' 
“excessive zeal for centralisa- 
tion" and said politicians 
should resist the attempt to 
impose even more regulations 
on business. 

The CBI was unable to de- 
liver its message directly to 


European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Defers, who can- 
celled a scheduled appearance 
because he was ill. 


thing we should be striving for 
in order to be able to pay high 


But in a speech delivered in 
his absence, Mr. Defers told 
business leaders tbeir drive for 
improving competitiveness 
should not iocus too heavily on 
costs, a strategy he said 
threatened jobs. 

“Competitiveness should 
not depend on Ipw pay," be., 
said. “Competitivenes is some- 


wages, to provide the social 
protection our society needs 
and to increase our standard of 
living." 

Mr. Defers said hardship 
and suffering brought by 
shrinking growth and millions 
of jobs lost had brought a 
growing sense of disillusion 
'with the role of Europe. 

“There is a misguided belief 
spreading that foe pursuit of 


domestic agendas is foe way to 
solve problems,” he said. 

The CBI is pressing for a 
freeze on new taxes, which it 
fears the government could re- 
sort to in its annual budget 
later this month to plug a £50 
billion (575 billion) annual 
budget deficit. 


It also wants a cut in interest 
rates, now 'at six per cent, to 
ensure what it believes is fra- 
gile economic recovery in Bri- 
tain is not overturned. 
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“The reason you're always tired is 
because you waste so much energy 
whining about how tired you are!” 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CLUID 
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□ 

If 


•' —ft* - 8nraw 
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WH 
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WHAT THE COPS 
171(7 WITH THE 
BARBECUE THIEF. 


BIGLET 


HI 

u 

u 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

j Jumbtea: PATCH T0PA2 FLABBY OPIATE 
Yesterdays i . 

| Answer. Why the viewer constantly changed 
channels - HE WAS ZAP HAPPY 
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“Orders overseas remained 
sluggish, and domestic ship- 
ments fell sharply, beginning 
with the manufacturing sec- 
tor," the company said in a 
statement. “The yen rose 
markedly against the dollar.” 

Nippon Steel announced 
that it would slash salaries of 
company executives by 15 per 
cent from the current level 
1 following a cut of 10 per cent in 
October last year. 

The company had said ear- 
lier, that profits in foe second 
half would barely recover, ex- 
pecting -a pre-tax losses in the 
full year. “The business condi- 
tion is too severe to predict the 
future even in the short term,” 
a company spokesman said. 

Last month, Nippon Steel 
said -that it planned to reduce 
white-collar jobs in its steel 
production division by 4,000 or 
40 per cent from the current 
level, during foe next three 
years. 

“Sales in foe second half will 
be much worse than the first 
half," Kenichiro Yoshida. an 
analyst for Nikko Research In- 
stitute, said. “No one can ex- 
actly predict how much longer 
they have to suffer losses." 

Analysts also forecast that 
sales in foe first half next year 
would be depressed further, 
adding that some steelmakers 
might have to close some blast 
furnaces. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 16, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Personal affairs win require more 
attention and effort than you had 
expected to invest at present. 
The minor change of script 
announced by co-workers need 
not change your overall course of 
action. 


and your res 
outside 
them. 


r response 
world and 


abilities in the 


don't cross 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider well the ideas that 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A hunch and your consi- 
dered judgment are at logger- 
heads today and yet it is possible 
to harmonise them so you can get 
the best from them both. 


come to you today for they can 
seem to be drastic by are just 
what you need in order to make 
your routines exciting. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A money Issue may seem to- be 
difficult. bjy therein lies the seed 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have some 
business perplexity with a busi- 
ness person but if you look at the 
situation from the money angle 
and let your family know about 
it, it is easily solved. 

SAGITTARIUS: ^(November 22 


to greater abundance for you so to December 21) Think over the 
accept, and look for the gem in rijr7 ftSny -and variedjpecson amities in 


the nibble. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
change in a partnership rela- 
tionship or an association can 
react very much to your advan- 
tage if you are on the qui vrve 
for new activity.*' * 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A different approach to 
whatever your activities can be a 
change for the better so don’t 
think you are losing out but 
accept the new gracefully. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
friend can suggest how you can 
make a talent you possess can 
work more to your advantage so’ 
listen closely and try this new 
system out. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think about the many 
and varied points of difference 
between what your family likes 


rAA outride world who can be 
helpful to you and then discuss 
whh most talented 'foe way you 
can best succeed. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Keep your attention 
on your work today and don’t 
allow a secret anxiety to keep 
you from doing those things 
which will inert ase your assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Consider tbe va- 
rious options you have for a good 
time in the future and don’t be 
swayed in another direction by a 
demanding friend and you make 
tbe right choice. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your home is the centre of 
your activity today despite some 
public activities in which you 
think you should engage so 
quietly back up family. 



THE Daily Crossword ***. r Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 Stfvory fishes 
7 Buttresses 

1 3 Natural haght 

14 Mexican tflsh 

16 Sleepwear 

17 Shaped walk 

18 Lode yield 

19 Greek letter 

21 Truck 

22 Vessels tor tea 

24 Cashiers 

25 Soaal 
engagement 

28 Ballet wear 

28 Tiny 

29 Fifls to the brim 

30 Kin of shims 

32 Most disgusting 

34 Corporate VIP 

35 Thai native 
38 Approves 
40 Snake 

44 Demolishes 

*S Honest — 

47 Island group 

48 Uoutnwara 

49 Vegas 
machinery 

51 Espy 

52 OW alliance 
fctiera 

53 Nat precise: ver 
55 Natives: suit. 

58 Cut 

58 Mummer, at 
times 

60 Oriental 

61 FootbaS teams 

62 Speaker system 

63 Races 



cm T-<tun« Uvtiit Sardcst. me 
AB R ownfj 


DOWN 

1 Saddle feature 

2 Purplish red 

3 Addis Ababa's 
land-etjor,. 

AStrmgod 
instrument ' 

5 Stumbles 

6 Teeter-totters 
7HoMnttess 

hunter 
B Auras •• 

9 Arabian gulf 

10 Butt 

11 Reiss 


12 TranquifliBS 
l3ElongKea 
noses 

15 Most sensible 
20 Frost's "Firo 
and — " 

23 Make good 
25 Certain Indians 
27 Tournament 
positions 
29 Cookies 
31 Beluga deBgni 
33 Maugham's 
' Cakes and — " 

36 Awaken 

37 Venezuelan ory 

38 Dictatorial 

39 Italian port 

40 Records once 
more 

4t hindered 

42 Eases 

43 Cate 
Pam?).- 

46 Spar 

49 Night sound 

50 Overcharge 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


BUHD HQDfJQ SIKH! HI 

nnnn nrnnnn cimrao 
□buq oaniie nnnu 
nnannnn ranranniH 
mnniuniimu 
" 'Dhoq nannanmn 
mnra nnuan nnn 
nnran nranmo 0nnn 
non cinnna nnnnn 

BGHfinnnri orcncGE 
iUPinnuHiPiun 
nranuoa rnnerarann" 
Bunra mtirano nnoB 
noRo mhh nunn 
rannra nnsnn nnnn 
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Nippon Steel said that sales 
of steel fell by 11 per cent to 
878 billion yen, and sales of 
iron and crude steel fell by 18 
per cent to nine billion .yen. 
Sales from its engineering divi- 
sion also fell by eight per cent 
to 149 Ullion yen, while other 
sales were down by 14 per cent 
to 24 billion yen. 

Kawasaki Steel said that it 
suffered a pre-tax loss of 8.31 
billion yen, reversing a pre-tax 
profit to 4.01 billion yen a year 
earlier. Sales fell by 6.7 per 
cent. to 522.3 billion yen. 

Sumitomo Metal Industries 
said that It had incurred a 
pre-tax loss of nine billion yen, 
reversing a pre-tax profit of 3.3 
billion yen a year earlier. Sales 
edged down by 1.1 per cent to • 
508 billion yen. 

For the full year to March, 
kawasaki forecast its pre-tax 
kiss of 28 billion yen on sales of 
one trillion yen. , 

Kobe steel said that it suf- 
fered a pie-tax loss of 8.16 
billion yen, reversing a pre-tax 
profit of 7.08 billion yen a year 
earlier, sales fell by 5.8 per 
cent to 545 billion yen, with 
exports up 8.9 per cent to 104 
billion yen. 

NKK' said it suffered a pre- 
tax loss of 15.4 billion yen, 
reversing a pre-tax profit of 6.3 
billion yen a year earlier. Sales 
in foe first half fell by 11-2 per 
cent to 537.3 billion yen. 
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53 Addict 57 SauH — Mario 

54 Apple or Chany 59 BNd. 
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Hoechst earnings plunge 

— giant Hoectet A.G. 

g?. ^ >ts div,aend paywrt. At the same 
rattracals industry association issued a gloomy new 

scctor - Hoe<*st said group pre-tax 

SSSLwPS? 39 9 P»«« to 924 million m£ks ($548 
™““ho)-u» the nine months. Earnings in the fluid Quarter 

J^f«sS22? SS&J kwi1 648 P CTCenttt > M3 mfflion 
®et»S [185 nalnon). Hoedst s parent company mn^fo a loss on 

c ore o peratin g activiti es in the nine-month period and the 

bleak. 



ex- 

, « mnw. year since World War 

L Itiud 1994 would also not be a good year for the industry, 
■Jr**® suJfe ™ , 8 from global recession and from 

Oman health care reforms that have cut the price of drugs. 
raMi^foo, w» not optimistic, saying: “Altogether the 

profit sgatam m the gronp wffl not change by the end of the 

ywer. We expect a seasonal improvement in our American 
poroaceimcab business during the last few months of the 
yf ^*. fr*,* 10 re covery in demand is expected yet in Germany. 
Hoccnst Group sales in the first nine months slipped to 33.7 
bupoa marks ($20 billion) from 34.2 billion ($203 billion). 



Financial Jowtan Times 

■liw l r r#r *" t ” ip ** ri t iB n 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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Currency 

New 

CCoAe 

Wj*/n/93 

Tokyo 

Cto«t 

^15/11/95 

Stvrfiop Pound" 

1.4925 

1.4931 

Den actor Marie 

1.6848 

1.0232 

Swiss Franc 

1.4S90 

1.4557 

French Franc 

5.S670 

5. 5650” 

Japanese Yea 

105.69 

105.79 

Europe** Camay Link 

1.1571 

1.1365*" 


IT4» IV AC 
K 


b TS/I1/J993 


CnrmK) 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.12 

3.43 

3.46 

3.68 

Storting Pound 

5.75 

5.4? 

5.44 

5 .44 

Deutsche Mark 

6.25 

6. IS 

5.i7 

■ 5.43 

Sana Franc 

4.44 

4.44 

4.18 

3.93 

French Franc 

6.51 

6.65 

4.25 

5.74 

JapMKK Yen 

2.45 

2.31 

2.15 

2.16 

Earopc** Currency Call 

7.06 

6.93 

6.56 

6. IS 


15/11/1993 


Metal 

CSD/Dz 

JD/Gna 

Metal 

liSD/Oz 

JD/Gra 

CM 

373.50 

7.35 

Stiver 

4.52 

0.100 


H Mr** 


of Incrian btchaagt Km ■»H« h 


■ J5/? I/I993 


Currency 

Bid 

Ofter 

US. Dollar 

0.6970 

0.4990 

StaUM Pbond 

1.0396 

1.0448 

Dtotscfcc Mark 

0.4136 

0.4157 

S*iv Franc 

0.4676 

0.4049 

French Franc 

0.1158 

0.1794 

Japanese Vm 

0.6550 

0.6613 

Dutch CaUder . 

0.3686 

0.3704 

Swedish Krona 



Itatian lira 

0.0*22 

0.0424 

Hrtplan Franc 






l 
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bullion markets Monday. 


U&ILOO costs 


Oac staring 
One oaa trf-goW 


13181/91 

1. 6855/65 

1.8922/32 

1,4905/15 

36.04/08 

5.8695/95 

1662-6/4.1 

105.84/94 

8.2017/21 

7.3315/15 

6,7265/65 

$1.4903/13 

$373.7507435 


Qinadiflii dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian Ere 
Japanese yen 
Swetfsh crowns 
Norw eg ian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Dubai aluminium smelter studying rise in capacity 


DUBAI (R) — Dubai's state- 
owned aluminium company is 
considering boosting output 
capacity to expand sales to 
Europe but is. not in a hurry 
due to depressed global mar- 
ket, a company official said 
Monday. 

Mohammad Al Abbar, vice 
president of the Dubai Alumi- 
nium Company Ltd. (Dubai), 
said the feasibility study is 
looking into boosting produc- 
tion capacity by 100,000 tonnes 
a year. 

“The idea is under study 
now. We are not sure how long 
the study will take, but we are 
not really in a rush because the 
aluminium market in bad 
shape,” Mr. Abbar told Reu- 
ters. 

He said estimates of the pro- 
ject costing 5150 million re- 
ported in local newspapers 


were not accurate. 


are 


still looking at costs and mar- 
ket prices.” 

He said Dubai's current 
capacity was 245,000 tonnes of 
aluminium and that this year 
the smelter has been producing 
slightly above the capacity, but 
would not give details. 

Asked why Dubai was con- 
sidering expansion plans when 
the international aluminium 
market was in recession, be 
said: “It is a good time to plan 
for the future.” 

“We are expecting 1994 to 
see some improvement in .the 
aluminium market,” be added, 
but did not elaborate. 

A report issued in New York 
on Nov. 10 by analyst Stewart 
Spector said 1994 will likely see 
a. fall in Western aluminium 
production as well as cuts, in 
Russian output and a recovery 
in worldwide aluminium de- 
mand. 


European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers last week 
paved way for negotiations on 
quantitative limits on Russian 
aluminium imports at the 
urging of recession-struck EC 
producers after temporary 
quotas expire at the end of this 
month. 

The EC is worried that Rus- 
sian aluminium was being 
dumped on European markets 
and costing local jobs. 

Mr. Abbar said the market 
problems were “affecting ev- 
erybody. But we can survive 
better than anybody else be- 
cause we have low costs com- 
pared to other countries.” 

He said aluminium smelting 
in the oil-rich Gulf was econo- 
mical due to low energy and 
labour costs. 

The plant Sunday added a 
new power generation facility 
to further help cut energy 


costs. 

Mr. Abbar said the Far East 
was now the main market for 
Dubai, but the company was 
trying to expand sales in 
Europe where taxes are im- 
posed on major exports from 
the Gulf of low-cost industrial 
products. 

An explosion rocked Dub- 
ai's plant on Oct. 27, but pro- 
duction was back on stream in 
a few hours, Mr. Abbar added. 

Dubai had said in July that it 
produced 124.000 tonnes of 
aluminium between January 
and June this year, the same as 
the first half of 1992. 

Dubai and Alba in Bahrain 
are. the only two aluminium 
smelters in the GCC. Together 
they have a capacity to pro- 
duce 700,000 tonnes of alumi- 
nium. 

Iran has embarked on a pro- 


ject to build a 220,000-tonnes- * Arabia and Qatar are planning 
capacity smelter while Saudi to set op aluminium plants. 


Iran’s multi-billion-dollar 
organisation to divest some 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A 
powerful Iranian welfare orga- 
nisation with multi-billion-dbl- 
lar assets will sell off or close 
money-losing enterprises in its 
fai-fhme empire, the Islamic 
Republic News A 
(IRNA) has reported. 


ews Agency 
sported. 

The state-run agency, moni- 
tored in Cyprus, quoted 
Mohsen Rafiqdoust, head of 
the Foundation for the Dis- 
abled and Deprived, as saying 
his organisation had decided 
on the move in light of “the 
present economic status of the 


country.” 

Mr. Rafiqdoust told IRNA 
'that the foundation was “re- 
sponsible for keeping its com- 
panies active and profit- 
malting.'' 

He said “when a company 
cannot conform with tbe 
foundation's policy, it will be 
either sold or dissolved.'’ 

For more than a decade the 
foundation has kept money- 
losing enterprises r unnin g, pas- 
sing losses on to the govern- 
ment, which was forced to foot 


the huge subsidy bills for raw 
materials imported* from 
abroad. 

The organisation also made 
a killing by buying subsidised 
hard currency, importing 
goods, and selling them at in- 
flated prices. It pocketed the 
profits, and the government 
was left with the subsidy bills. 

But the foundation has been 
forced to face new realities 
under regulations that do away 
with subsidised hard currency 
for all but the most needed 


goods such as pharmaceuticals. 

The foundation has been 
blamed for causing many of the 
distortions in Iran*s oil-rich but 
faltering economy. 

The organisation imports 
food, runs hotels, owns 800 
giant factories and property in 
the playgrounds of the rich in 
Europe and on New York's 
posh Fifth Avenue. 

Its operating costs last year 
reached £400 million, and its 
profits, according to its head, 
cannot even be calculated. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


AfflIN KAWARASONS 

604^76 -611*696 ^ 
P.OJmx 7806 




Veritable Cuisine frsncaise 
live Entertainment 


685746 


Shmessani 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 


Tel. No. 810805/810609 
Fax No. 010520 



I he Inn Place to be.. 


♦Open air terrace. 
m Round table for 12-18 


guests. 
Open 7 da\ 


days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


'homely and intimate 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 63 057 2 



At NeGcEaCo Stria 
SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we befieve!!! 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL.TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST . 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN.JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBPEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



French Cuii 


me 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman- Jordan 




PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUlUBfllC CHINESE' CWSWE 




Beoont 
CotoffuJ 
Atmosphere 1 
Moderate 
Prices 


Shme&cnl 
TeJ 660250 
open dd>y 



r CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbtque lor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


m =? mn 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


i4f 

’ tab. 

Authentic 
Chinese cfehfis, 

trom afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles oi China. 
Pwiiwri by car 
■ Otoaectefc 
Open daily to 
lunch & dinner 
hbavqi ante 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mrtstry of Trade 
& Industrial Bd. 
ToC 


SZECHWAN GARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypfctf 



Open ILK - * 30 * (too. Jtftfcgfc I 

Take away is available 

Shat AMrab Snoot 
Um Uthainah Command Centre 

.Cnee lasted Always Loved 


The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girts School 

TskamnybmBiMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 636968 



THE 

rJlt , 

Oru'HUil I'iukI in Town 

Jo', 

Msatt 

RESTAURANTS GARDEN 


■ Chinese, Thai, Phnilpino, Indonlsian & 
Malaysian specialities 

Five branches all over the world and now one 
fn Amman. 

Uve Band 

World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Hours; 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
"7" davs a week 




Qestaurant & Tapas 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



THE 
ATMOSPHERE 
CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opan Rjgftfy Fren MO PJf to &00 AJf 
EnptSunftgrFiwi too Pit to 1M AM 

Tuesday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmekanj 


ft Hfystaurant f Hitd 

ftn ftrtistic ftmbiance 


Valentino 

I In j u t-m t “1 

JUAL UMUUVtSt ORCLC 
OPPOSITE TIC HUO MMSSr ItLBOB 



Daily Lunch 




Parole 

Ji*" - Jt rebn Suj>cm':;:rkei BLDG 
Tel; 824677 


=3 /t / 

FIRST CXASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons- 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12,30- 3-30 pm 
7,30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



Th« First d«s Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every rooiaj 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAKOTEL 

|U2«|I|I= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Muslims retake town 


SARAJEVO (R) — Soldiers 
of the Muslim-led Bosnian 
army have reoccupied the cen- 
tral Bosnian town of Fojnica, a 
United Nations military 
spokesman said Monday. 

Muslim troops withdrew to 
the outskirts of Fojnica at the 
weekend and advancing Bos- 
nian Croat forces bad Sunday 
appeared poised to take the 
town, some 50 kilometres west 
of Sarajevo. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Colonel Bill Aikman told re- 
porters that the Bosnian Croat 
HVO militia now held the cen- 
tral Bosnian town of Bakovici 
but Muslim-led Bosnian troops 
had reoccupied Fojnica Sun- 
day. 

The U.N. has expressed con- 
cern at the fate of nearly 600 
patients at two mental hospit- 
als in Fojnica and Bakovici. 

Canadian U.N. troops had 
been prevented by Muslim un- 
its from patrolling Fojnica, but 
had been allowed to deliver 
supplies to the hospitals. 

Col. Aikman said the U.N. 
refugee agency would try to 
deliver two trucks of blankets 


and other relief supplies to the 
area Monday for civilians who 
may be trapped in Fojnica. 
However, Fojnica appeared 
virtually empty of civilians and 
several hundred had been seen 
heading for the nearby town of 
Visoko. 

Bosnian Croat forces laun- 
ched an artillery and tank 
attack against Muslim army 
positions in and around the 
central Bosnian town of Gomji 
Vakuf Monday, U.N. military 
sources said. 

The sources told reporters 
that the assault began shortly 
after 6 a.m. (0500 GMT), with 
several rockets landing south 
and east of the town. 

Twenty minutes later, artil- 
lery joined in and then three 
tanks engaged Muslim units on 
a nearby ridge. 


A helicopter was thought to 
be directing the Croat HVO 
militia artillery fire. 

The British U.N. base on the 
edge of Gomji Vakuf took two 
artillery rounds within the peri- 
meter, the sources said. 

The British peacekeepers 
are reviewing an emergency 


plan to evacuate non-essential 
staff from the Gomji Vakuf 
base and to help any refugees 
fleeing the fighting. 

A statement bom die Bos- 
nian Croat military authorities, 
carried by the Croatian News 
Agency (HINA), accused the 
Muslims of launching attacks 

in the Gomji Vakuf area. 

In Sarajevo, Bosnia's Mus- 
lim President Ahja Izetbegovic 
said he saw no possibility of a 
multi-ethnic state in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“A Serb, Croat, Muslim 
Bosma-Herzegovina as a com- 
mon state with a common pres- 
idency... is not possible," 
Sarajevo Radio quoted him as 
saying. 

Bosnia's Muslim-dominated 
parliament has already re- 
jected an international plan to 
divide the country ‘into three 
ethnic states. 

Mr. Izetbegovic also pledged 
to carry on fighting. "We have 
to fight for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, because we have 
a right for it. We have paid a 
very high price.” 

The Muslim army has notch- 


ed up a string of successes 
against the Croats in central 
Bosnia in recent months, the 
latest being the capture of the 
town of vares earlier this 
month. 

The Croat attack on Gomji 
Vakuf came after a weekend 
marked by HVO advances 
against the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government army in cen- 
tral Bosnia. 

The HVO took the town of 
Bakovici Saturday. 

Hie Bosnian army also faced 



$ \ 


an offensive by £erb troops 
approaching Olovo, northeast 
of Sarajevo in Central Bosnia. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Sunday 
that Serbs had captured three 
Muslim-held villages in the last 
• two days around Olovo. the 
U.N. has reported Serb shell- , 
ing of the town. 

U.N. relief officials say a few 
hundred civilian survivors in 
Olovo, some of whom fled I 
advancing Serb troops in the 1 
hinterland, had been living in ' 
grim conditions and no aid had . 
been brought in for two 
months. 



Sri Ijmkan Air Force pers onn el watch over assault to end a rebel siege ofamBMury base hi the, 

wounded army soldiers, iqjnred dining an army north (AFP photo) 


25 Sri Lankan rebels die inside base 


U.S: , South Korea begin joint wargames 


SEOUL (R) — U.S. and South 
Korean troops began a six-day 
joint military exercise Monday 
to test logistics and com- 
munications in the face of 
North Korean warnings that 
war games this week could 
spark a war. 

A South Korean Defence 
Ministry spokesman said, the 
exercises had begun but Seoul 
wanted to keep the spotlight 
off the manoeuvres code- 
named "Foal Eagle." 

"We have nothing to say. 
All we can say is that the 
exercise has started, and there 
are no details,” he said. 

A U.S. military official said 
U.S. troops had been flown 
into South Korea to participate 
in the rehearsal in regions 
south of the capital, Seoul. 

Foal Eagel rehearses the 
support functions of running a 
war, in contrast to the annual 
Team Spirit exercises when 
•troops simulate frontline ac- 
tion. . 

“Less than 2,000 additional 
U.S. troops, mostly from' the 
Pacific and the United States, 
are participating in the 
games,” the u.S.' military offi- 
cial said. “We arejiot arrange 
ing credentials for the press to ' 
observe them." 


North Korea, which brands 
all U.S.-South Korean mOitafy 
exercises as rehearsals for inva- 
sion, denounced Foal Eagle as 
a dangerous gamble at a time 
of heightened tension. 

"It is dear that the war 
exercises to be staged in such 
an atmosphere are a dangerous 
play with fire designed to in- 
crease the tendons on the Ko- 
rean peninsula and, furth- 
ermore. tp light the tram of 
another war, a nuclear war," a 
statement carried by the Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
said Sunday. - 


Soutb and North Korea are 
still technically at war since the 
1950-53 Korean War ended in 
a ceasefire. No peace pact has 
been signed. 

Tension on the peninsula has 
increased in recent weeks be- 
cause of the North's steadfast 
refusal to let international ex- 
perts examine its nuclear faefli- 
nes to allay international fears 
it is developing atomic 
weapons. 


South Korea and its allies 
believe the North is dose to 
perfecting a nuclear-capable 
missile that could hit any target 
in South Korea and western 
Japan. 


President Bill Clinton 
warned last week that an act of 
war against South Korea would 
be seen as an act of war against 
the United States, which has 
some 3 6,000 troops in the 
South. 

A former Pentagon official 
has advocated staging a pre- 
emptive strike on the . sus- 
pected nuclear weapons plants. 

Meanwhile, the , State De- 
partment is strongly urging 
President Bill Clinton to accept 
North Korea's offer for new 
international inspections of its 
nuclear facilities in exchange 
for cancellation of the on-going 
joint U.S.-South Korean milit- 
ary exercises. The Washington 
Post reported Monday. 

The paper quoted depart- 
ment officials as saying such a 
deal would allow inspectors of 
the Internationa] Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to 
take a fresh look at several 
sites of the Yongbyon nuclear 
complex. From which they 
have been barred by North 
Korean authorities since early 
this year. 

But the Defence Depart- 
ment and the U:S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff firmly opposed ^uefa a 
deal, the Post. added, because 
it efid not include a North 


Korean commitment to autho- 
rise future IAEA inspections 
on two sites suspected of con- 
taining radioactive wastes from 
past work on nudear arms. 

The Clinton administration 
has dismissed the possibility of 
launching air strikes on North 
Korea’s nudear facilities. Time 
magazine reported Sunday in 
its current issue. 

Mr. Clinton told NBC Tele- 
vision's Meet The Press a week 
ago that North Korea could 
not be allowed to develop nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Asked whether die United 
States would be willing to stage 
a pre-emptive strike to prevent 
North Korea from developing 
a nudear bomb, Mr. Cfintcm 
replied: "I don't think I should 
discuss any specific options to- 
day.” 

Time said it had learned that 
administration officials “have 
studied — and dismissed — the 
possibility of hunching an air 
strike to wipe out the Com- 
munist regime’s nudear prog- 
ramme.” 

The report provided no 
further details, ex c ept to note 
that analysis had shown that an 
attack woukftfelease unaccept- 
able levels of radioactivity in 
East Asia. 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka 
(Agencies) — Sri Lankan 
troops hunted down and killed 
25 Tamil rebels wfao infiltrated 
a northern military base after 
breaking the siege of another 
base, a military spokesman 
said Monday. 

"By Sunday evening we had 
killed 25 terrorists we caught 
inside the camp.” be said. 

The rebels, disguised as sol- 
diers, had come into the Palaly 
Airbase in the rebel- held Jaff- 
na peninsula -with rocket- 
propelled grenades and light 
machiueguns to destroy attack 
aircraft. 

About 15 more rebels are 
believed to have fled from the 
camp, avoiding capture. 

"There are no more of them 
in the camp. We have deared 
the area,” the spokesman said. 

Five soldiers and 12 rebels 
were killed in a dash inside the 
camp Saturday. 

Tne Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have 
been fi tting since 1993 for a 
homeland for Sri Lanka’s 2.5 
million Tamils, who say they 
are persecuted by the 
Sinhalese who form the major- 
ity of the population of 17 
million. 


On Sunday military offidals 
told reporters taken to the 
Ralaly Airbase that govern- 
ment troops had broken a re- 
bel siege of the Pooneryn Base 
in the peninsula. 

Elite army commandos and 
infantry units made helicopter 
and amphibious landings at the 
weekend close to the base on 
the shores of Jaffna Lagoon 
and linked up with the defen- 
ders by Sunday afternoon, the 
officiate said. 

They reported government 
losses of 250 dead with another 
500 men missing in action after 
about 1,000 Tigers attacked 
the camp Thursday. 

The 1,250 troops that rushed 
to tiie relief of Pooneryn met 
little resistance after moving in 
from two beachheads, officials 
said. 

The military said die rebels 
lost more than 400 of their 
men, including a number of 
leaden, in the biggest attack in 
the 10- year- old conflict. 

An LTTE statement in Lon- 
don said 400 government 
troops and 100 rebels had been 
killed in the attack on 
Pooneryn. It said rebel forces 
bad captured five boats, two 
tanks, several heavy weapons. 


50 light maririneguns and 400 
rifles. 

It also said the Tigers had 
told the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
they would band over the 
bodies of 30 0 soldiers and 
saflors Sunday. 

But the ICRC informed the 
Defence Ministry Sunday that 
the bodies had decomposed 
and the ashes of the dead 
would be sent to the nearest 


army camps. 

More than 30,000 people 
have been killed in the conflict 
so far. Several attempts at 
peace talks, the last in 1990, 
have failed. 

Sri I-anfr" President Dingui 
Banda Wijetunga Monday 
appealed for calm. 

In a message broadcast over 
tiie state run Sri Lanka Broad- 
casting Corp., Mr. Wijetunga 
urged people not to be pro- 
voked amid an uneasy calm c& 
hundreds of wounded survi- 
vors were being brought to the 
capital Colombo. 

Hie radio also sent out an 
SOS to doctors and surgeons to 
treat hundreds of wounded sol- 
diers who survived the attack 
on the northern Pooneryn 
ntifitary complex. 


Puerto Ricans vote for commonwealth 


Russian Communists gain in election race — poll 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Communist Party is now 
among the top three parties in 
the race for December’s par- 
liamentary elections following 
a big jump in its popular sup- 
port, according to an opinion 
poll. 

The Itogi Current Affairs 
Show on Russian Television 
said a poll it commissioned 
showed the Communist Party 
of Russian Federation running 
third. Support for the party 
had doubted during the past 
.week, according to the poll 
released Sunday night. 

The Communist’s sudden 
jump could reflect public dis- 
appointment over President 
Boris Yeltsin's decision last 
week not to hold early pres- 
idential elections in June. 

Parties supporting Mr. Yelt- 
sin continue to lead in the race 
for the elections, but still have 
relatively small support, 
according to the poll results. 


The pro-Yeltsin Russia's 
Choice bad 12 per cent of voter 
support, while another pro- 
Yeltsin party, the Bloc of 
Three, was in second place 
with 8 per cent, the peril indi- 
cated. 

Economic Minister Yegor 
Gaidar, leader of Russia's 
Choke, was the most popular 
leader in the election race with 
11 per cent of support, accord- 
ing to the poll. 

The Communists got the 
support of 7 per cent of the 
1,200 people polled in 15 Rus- 
sian cities — a doubling in 
support, the poll said. No mar- 
gin of error was provided. 

The Gmimunists continue to 
enjoy the support of offidals 
and others who thrived under 
the Soviet state. Some older 
people, anxious for the order 
and stability of the Soviet sys- 
tem, also back the Commun- 
ists. 

Many Russians are unhappy 


about the scale and impact of 
Mr. Yeltsin’s reforms to move 
the country to a tree-market 
system. The economy has been 
buffeted by soaring inflation, 
growing , unemployment and 
other hardships. 

Political scientist Igor 
Klyamkin, commenting on the 
poll’s results on the program- 
me, said Mr. Yeltsin's decision 
to back away from early pres- 
idential elections was signifi- 
cant. 

“Hardly had the president 
renounced his public promis e s 
of hokfins early presidential 
elections (when) die rating of 
political outriders ... rose to an 
all time high” since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union in 
l&l, he said. 

More than 1,500 hopefuls 
are trying their hick for 225 
constituency seates in the low- 
er honse of Russia’s parfiament 
to be elected next month, elec- 
toral officiate said Monday. 


Central Electoral Commis- 
sion Chairman Nikolai Ryabov 
was quoted by Interfax News 
Agency as saying a total of 
1,505 aspirants had applied to 
stand for the state Duma con- 
stituency seats in the Dec. 12 
poll. 

A final list of candidates will 
be published later this week 
after millions of public signa- 
tures necessary to s up p o rt the 
can d i dac ies have been com- 
puted. 

Mr. Ryabov said that 127 of 
the candidates had up to now 
been registered as eligible to 
stand and processing was con- 

ti 

The 225 constituency seats 
win be decided on a first-past- 
the-post basis in Russia’s first 
post-Soviet elections. 

The other half of the Duma’s 
450 seals win be decided by a 
vote on party lists in which 13 
political groups have been 
cleared to take part. 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (R) 
— Puerto Ricans Sunday nar- 
rowly defeated a drive to turn 
the Caribbean island into a 
full-fledged American state, 
voting in a plebiscite to remain 
a U.S. commonwealth and 
crushing an independence bid. 

With nearly 100 per cent of 
the vote counted, the common- 
wealth forces bad 48.4 per cent 
of tire vote to 46.2 in favour of 
statehood, a margin of only 
38,000 of the 1,68 million votes 
cast. 


people want to preserve the 
Spanish language and our 


Just over four per cent voted 
for independence, ■ a slightly 
lower rate titan expected. . 

Voter turnout was 73 per 
cent, a high turnout had been 
expected to favour pro- 
Common wealth forces. 


The campaign in favour of 
remaining a commonwealth 
appealed to voters' emotional 
feelings about their Puerto 
Rican identity and to their fear 
that statehood would mean an 
end to job-producing tax 
breaks. 

"This vote showed that the 


Spanish language and our 
flag... that we want to preserve 
our culture and our Olympic 
team,” said Miguel Hernandez 
Agosto, leader of tire pro- 
commonwealth Popular 
Democratic Party. 

The victory was especially 
sweet since tire pro-statehood 
camp had the force of the 
government behind it, he said. 

The results were a defeat for 
pro-statehood Governor Pedro 
RosseUo, 49, a U.S. -educated 
pediatric surgeon who put his 
considerable personal popular- 
ity and prestige on tiie hne to 
bring the long-simmering de- 
bate-on Puerto Rico’s status to 
a head. 

“The people have spoken 
and I must obey,” Dr. RosseUo 
said in a concession speech that 
avoided the words “loss” or 
"defeat,” 

Although staiebooders lost, 
they did far better than the last 
vote on Puerto Rico’s status in 
1967. In that election, the 
statehood option won 39 per 
cent to the commonwealth 


forces’ 60 per cent. 

The new election results 
were unlikely to put to rest the 
often bitter divisions oyer the 
future of the island, which has 
been a U.S. possession for 
nearly a century. 

"We took a giant step to- 
ward this goal of statehood. It 
is a fight that. will continue,” 
said Dr. RosseUo, not aban- 
doning the ideal of having 
Puerto Rico become the first 
state to enter the union since 
Alaska and Hawaii in 1959. 

Independence leader Ruben 
Barrios also claimed victory 
since his party managed to 
prevent either side from cros- 
sing the 50 per. cent threshbold. 

“This shows this country 
does not want to be annexed 
by the United States, nor be a 
colony of the United States,” 
he said. 

Puerto Rico became a U.S. 
territory after the Spanish- 
American War in 18%, and its 
people were granted 
citizenship in 1917. The island 
became a commonwealth or 
“free associated state” in 1952. 


Threats traded on Japan 
political reform bill 


A set of Oswald’s prints found on rifle that killed JFK 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s ruling 
and opposition parties traded 
threats Monday, clouding 
prospects for an llth-hour 
compromise deal on Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa's 
key political reform package. 

Survival of Mr. Hosokawa’s 
fragile coalition depends on 
the bills’ enactment. When Mr. 
Hosokawa came to power in 
August, he pledged to adopt 
the long-delayed measures by 
year-end. 

The promise means he must 
dear the bills through the low- 
er house by Friday, the day he 
is due to leave for Seattle to 
attend the Asia-Padfic Econo- 
mic Cooperation (APEC) sum- 
mit. 

The upper house needs ab- 
out a month to deliberate on 
the package. Parliament is due 
to recess on Dec. 15, although, 
technically, Mr. Hosokawa can 
extend the session. 

If Mr. Hosokawa decides to 
force a vote in the lower house, 
a vexed opposition could resort 
to delaying tactics in the upper 
house. 

The ruling coalition was the 
first to use a threat Monday. 
Coalition leaden derided to 
cut short debate on the reforms 
in a special lower house com- 
mittee, setting the stage for a 
possible forced vote. 

Most panel members from 


the opposition Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) boycotted 
the session. 

LDP headquarters officiate 
said the leadership would re- 
voke the committee mem- 
bership of two LDP dissidents 


who took part. 
Angered bv 


Angered by the govern- 
ment’s unilateral decision to 


cut short tiie panel's delibera- 
tions, LDP Secretary-General 
Yoshiro Mori twice walked out 
of a separate high-level dia- 
logue with a coalition nego- 
tiator. 


“Threatening a committee 
vote is like sticking a knife at 
our throats,” a furious Mori 
said. He threatened to suspend 
talks with the alliance's Yutaro 
Ichikawa unless the coalition 
retracted its decision to hasten 


a vote. 

Mr. Ichikawa and Mr. Mori 
have been haggling since Nov. 
5 over details of their rival 
plans. 


Both sides have agree to 
introduce British -style single- 
seat districts, combined with 


proportional representation. 

Inis format would replace a 
discredited system of multiseat 
constituencies. The current 
system often leads parties to 
field several candidates in one 
constituency, with each vying 
to spend more on voters. 


NEW YORK (R) — Previous- 
ly unknown photographs of a 
set of fingerprints taken from 
tire rifle that killed John F. 
Kennedy has been disc ov ered 
30 years after his murder and 
identified by one expert as 
those of Lee Harvey uswald, 
tiie producers of a major TV 
do c um en t ary on Oswald said 
Monday. 

But the producers of Front- 
line, the public television 
documentary series, said that 
while tiretr expert, former New 
York police specialist Vincent 
Scalese, positively identified 
tiie photos as Oswald’s prints, 
a second expert insisted the 
pictures were not dear enough 
to make an identification. 

The photographs could be 
key to proving beyond any 
doubt that Oswald fired the 
shots that killed Kennedy on 
Nov. 22, 1963 — a matter that 
has been the subject of debate 
among some experts even 
though the official Warren 
Commission investigation 
named Oswald as the lone 
assassin. 

The documentary airs Tues- 
day night on PBS- 

Frontline, during a two-year 
investigation into Oswald's 
life, found the photos at the 
home of the Dallas police lab 
technician. Rusty Livingstone, 
who developed photos of the 
latent prints found on die rifle 
that killed Kennedy. 


He had made several sets of 
photos of prints found near the 
trigger of the rifle, keeping one 
forhimself. Experts at the time 
said tire sets they examined 
were not dear enough to make 
an identification and instead 
based their identification on 
palm prints found near the 
rifle’s barrel. 

There was a week’s delay in 
announcing the identification 
of the palm prints because the 
FBI arid Dallas Police did not 
coordinate their effoits and 
tins led some con spira cy theor- 
ists to claim that tire FBI put 
the palm prints on the rifle 
after Oswald was dead. 

The Oliver Stone film JFK 
fuelled that speculation by 
showing a scene in which an 
unidentified man put the mur- 
der weapon in Oswald’s dead 
band. 

Frontline’s documentary 
concludes that Oswald was 
Kennedy’s killer arid that there 
is no evidence of his having 
been part of a conspiracy 
although it also discovered a 
photograph of him in a group 
with David Ferrie, a shadowy 
figure some conspiracy theor- 
ists have linked to a supposed 
anti-Castro or mafia plot to kill 
Kennedy. 

The photograph was taken 
in 1955 and was of a group of 
civilian air cadets in New 
Orleans, which included a 15- 
year-old Oswald and Feme 


who was an instructor in the 
programme. Frontline said 
there was no other strong evi- 
dence to Hnk the two after- 
wards or before and no evi- 
dence to link Ferrie with 
Oswald in Dallas. 

Frontline said it also disco- 
vered information indicating 
that tire CIA debriefed Oswald 
after he returned from the 
Soviet Union where he had 
defected as a U.S. Marine, but 
could not find a transcript of 
the meeting. 

Producer Mike Sullivan said 
the debriefing was important 
because it might be a docu- 
ment still in the agency’s pos- 
session that would have to be 
released in accordance with a 
law requiring assassination 
materials to be made public. 

Until the Frontline discovery 
of a set of photographs of 
latent prints found on the trig- 
ger guard of the rifle, the only 
prints of Oswald's on tiie rifle 
known to exist in a identifiable 


tion purposes. 
The Fron 


The Frontline expert. 
Scalese, told the programme 
the photos had 18 points of 
identification with Oswald’s 
fingerprints — about a dozen 
more than needed for a posi- 
tive identification. 

But after Scalese's discov- 
ery, tire producers showed the 
photos to a former FBI expert, 
whom it did not name, and he 
jsaid the pictures were not (dear 
enough. 

An investigation of Kennedy 
assassination files released last 
summer has found that tire FBI 
and CIA withheld and des- 
troyed evidence, as govern- 
ment officials focused more on 


ated to sell the lone-gunman 
theory — which holds that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone in' 
lolling Kennedy in November 
1963 — rather than to deter- 
mine the truth behind the 
assassination. 


Nonetheless, the investiga- 
tion concludes it is unlikely 
that Kennedy was a victim of a 
Soviet or Cuban-sponsored 
conspiracy, and that despite 
the duplicity that permeated 
government channels in the 
weeks following the assassina- 
tion, the Warren Commission’s 
findings were probably correct. 


protecting their agendas than Deputy 
getting at the truth. Nick Ka 


condition were the palm prints 
on the rifle’s barrel. 


The palm print was lifted 
from the barrel, but when the 
FBI took the rifle to Washing- 
ton, it stayed in Dallas with 
Dallas Police and it took days 
before that was discovered. 

Another set of prints — the 
ones on the trigger guard — 
had been found on the rifle, 
but the FBI ruled that they 
were worthless for identifica- 


In a lengthy report in its 
current issue, Newsweek said 
Sunday that the CIA withheld 
information from the Warren 
Commission regarding its -own 
attempts to assassinate Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro and that 
the FBI knew Oswald was 
dangerous. 


Newsweek reports tiie com- 
mission was the brainchild of 
Deputy Attorney General 
Nick Katzenbach, who wrote 
in a memo that “the public 
trust must be satisfied that 
Oswald was tiie assassin.” 


Newsweek conducted an in- 
vestigation with the Washing- 
ton Post and CBS News of 
thousands of pages of secret 
cables, memorandums and 
phone records which were re- 
leased by the National Arc- 
hives in August. 

The article reports that the 
Warren Commission was cre- 


The files also quote FBI 
chief J. Edgar Hoover, who 
opposed a federal commission, 
as telling President Lyndon 
Johnson days after the assas- 
sination “the thing I am most 
concerned about... is having 
something issued so we can 
convince the public that 
Oswald is the real assassin .” 


Among incidents 
documented in tiie files was the 
destruction of a note from 
Oswald to an FBI agent which 
demanded that the agency stop 
harassing his wife, Marina. 


Abortion pul? < • 
inventor win* r 
U.S. agreement; 

NEW YORK 


had won a 


fists to make and dirtrib«& the 
drug in tile United States. X)r. ' 
Etiepnc-Enific B mtiie u, the re- 
searcher who dqvekped.RU-. • 

486. told the magazine is its!,- 
issue available Monday that. he 
had readied Ipre tinrinai y agree- 
ment with RousseJ-Udaf and 
its parent company, German 
chemical {pant Hoeebst AG., . 
allowing turn to set up a phar- 
maceutical firm to make, and 
distribute the raff as soon n it 
receives U.S. government 
approval. Pres ide nt Bill Clin- 
ton, shortly after taking office - - 
in Janaary, directed Health 
and Human Services Secret ar y . 
Donna Shalala to review the 
Food and Drag Administra- 
tion’s ban on RU-486. The baa. 
was instituted during the admi- 
lustration of former President 
George Bush on the urghwof 
anti-abortion . groups. FDA A, 
Commissioner David Kessler £>' 
in April said.- Roussel had , _ 
agreed to license the chug to a 
non-profit research groo^as^ - 


the’ drug in the United States. 
But while tiie French coaqnny 


seemed willing to enter the 
U.S. market, Hoeebst 
appeared reluctant to. let it do 
so. 


Romance and 
canned soups 




DUBLIN (R) — Romance te ‘ 
on special offer somewhere be- 
tween the canned sraps and 
frozen peas of a Dublin super- 
market. The store is handing 
out red roses, wine, choco- 
lates, passion fruit and oysters : 
to encourage sinafe shopposto 
get to know each other Dims- , * 
day nights, start of 'the Irish 4 
weekend. Shop assistants en- 
courage introductions and a 
guitarist serenades shoppers 
from tiie croissants display. 
Said one woman: “This brings 
a wonderful edge of shopping. 

I think I will come every 
Thursday. The only trouble tel 
have already got a husband, so 
this has all come a bit talk*' 


Inman 


Exorcism for 
the queens’ 
bankers 


2JONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth's bankers aree hoping 
to exorcise a headless gbost 
which has spent four centuries 
in purgatory, haunting their 
central London premises. The 
Sunday Telegraph newspaper 
reported tint Britain’s most 
eminent Catholic family, 
headed by the Duke erf Nor- 
folk, will hold prayers for their 
ancestor Thomas Howard, 
who was beheaded in 1572 for 
treason by the first Queen Eli- 
zabeth. Howard’s ghost, dres- 
sed in Elizabethan costume, 
has often been seen flitting 
around Goutts Bank in the 
Strand. A bank director win 
join the prayers. “Prayers can 
only help. It is the least we can 
do for poor Thomas,” tire 
family said. 


Swordplay at 
the palace 


LONDON (R) — Police 
arrested a knife-wielding man 
who lunged at a mounted cere- 
monial guard outside bone 
guards parade, one of central 
London s tourist attraction*. 
Queen Elizabeth's lifeguards 
used swords to disarm die man 
and police arrested Mm. "I 
cannot think of another occa- 
sion when the lifeguards have 
had to use the ceremonial 
weapons like this,” -a Ministry 
of Defence spokesman said. 
The unnamed man faces 
charges of wounding a police 
officer, c rimina l damage' and' 
possession of an offensive - 
weapon. 
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Dog shoots man 


ROME (R) — A hunter was 
shot by his dog while sttibng 
gune in northern Italy, * 
Rome television station re-, 
ported. It said tiie .dog stepped 
°n a rifle, triggering a shot: 
which hit the man in hi| H* . 
leg. The wounded hunter, who." 
was not named, underwent 
surgery and was told he ffibukt 
be back on his feet in. tmt 
months. 




Soccer bounty plot 


LONDON (R) — A tabloid 
offered a 814,780 bounty for 
each member of the pofob 
team if they beat the Nether* 
‘mute — to get the Engfish 
team into the World Cup fife 
als. The Daily Mirror said it ' 
was also promising the Rn#* 
team £10,000 (Si4,780)^Sr . 
each of the seven goals te 
Jjw* they need to defeat San 
Manno. “If our double inceflt 




_ — — MvuiAt uivwr : 

.* does the trick, England 
will qualify for next yearVbig 
event in the United Sana?, 
said the Minor. England’s' 
players will be asked to pass, 
the cash to charity. Inn the.- 
poorly-paid Poles can! keep' 
their money, tiie Mirror saitL. 






JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1993 ® 



f **N Graff alls to Martinez at 





*8*3 

soups 


PHILADELPHIA (R) - 
Spain's ConcBit* Martinez 
"Steffi GraTs 45-nratcf] 
defeating the 
~ r - eo Gcrman 6-3, 6-3 in 

the final of the $750,000 Virgi- 
ni* Slum of Philadelphia Son- 
day. 

. Martinez broke Grafs serve 
T three tunes In the m ^td i and 
was helped by 34 unforced 
erron few Graf, who had trou- 
ble with her backhand 
throughout the match. 

It was the Spaniard's tint 
victory against Graf in 10 
career meetings. 

The straight-sets loss was 
Graf s second in 77 tour match- 
es this year. She won 66 con- 
secutive matches between June 
1989 and may 1990. 

. Her only other loss this year 
was to Arantxa Sanchez Vmar- 
io in tile final in Hamburg in 
May. 

"Against me, she’s played’ 
unbelievable an the time, and I 
(usually) couldn't do any- 
tithing.’* Martinez said. ‘'Today 
F ihc made mistakes, but I also 
played good and stayed con- 
centrated the whole match.” 

' Graf broke Martinez at 2-2 
in the first set, but the Spa- 
niard broke Graf in hte next 
game and again at 4-3, hitting a 
drop-shot winner on break 
point to go up 5-3. 

Serving at 2-2, 15-40 in the 
second set. Graf attempted a 
drop shot that Martin*** track- 
ed down and turned into a 
backhand winner that gave her 
all the advantage she would 
need. 

“She made veiy few un- 
forced errors,” Graf said, “and 
sbe was patient and hit with a 


lot of depth so it was difficult 
for me to do anything.” 

Graf was playing ht her first 
tournam ent since undergoing 
surgery to remove bone sptin- 
tere from her right foot m early 
October. 

Prior to her surgery, Graf 
had won seven consecutive 
tournaments , including the 
French and U.S. Opens and 
Wimbledon. Her 45-match 
winning streak included a wal- 
kover against Judith Wiesncr 
at the U.S. Open. 

“To tell you the truth, when 
I got into the to urn a m ent I 
cfetn't expect to play great ten- 
nis,” Graf said Sunday. “I was 
using it as warmup to get in 
shape for the (Vhrginia Slims 
Championships in New York 
this week). 

In winning her fifth tourna- 
ment title of 1993, Martinez 
also prevented Graf from set- 
ting a single-year record for 


Graf would have broken 
Monica Seles' record of 
2,622352, set in 1992, with a 
victory Sunday. 

With Sunday’s $75,000 ma- 
nerup prize, heryeariy total 
stands at 2,578,837, entering 
■the SHms’ Championships. 

The women's record for con- 
secutive matches won is 74 by 
Martina Navratilova between 
January and December, 1984. 

In t he doubles cham- 
pionship, Katrina Adams of. 
Houston and Manon BoDegraf 
of Netherlands defeated Mar- 
tinez and Larisa Nefiand of 
Latvia 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 (9-7). 
Adams and BoDegraf shared a 
$45,000 prize and Martinez 
and Nefland received $22,500. 
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VS 

Pepsi 1 
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SENIORS 
American Kitchen 

3 

VS 

Foxboro 1 

rte t 

MBDS 

ASC 

1 

VS 

Intervet 0 


Amman Little League 


Following are game scores and standings of foe football teams 
up to Nov. 10, 1993. 
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! 

FINAL STANDINGS 


SENIORS 


1 

Austrian Airlines 

- 15 

2 

American Kitchen 

14 

3 

Foxboro 

9 

4 

Champions 

8 

Mms 

i 

Intervet 

21 
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Peugeot 

13 
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Al-Hikma 

11 

4 

ASC 

6 
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20 
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17 
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ELa Orcagna 
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10 
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FoGowtbs pUy on th» hand from 
u l "t-*rfritr mi rfft i in Franca. 
Which Vridn rafaric vhouW have 
bminfead?. 
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Let's see what aright happen in 
four spades. Declarer wma the sea of 
dnbs and ducks a spade to East’s 
ten. The normal heart return is 
raffed in dmnaar and, after cashing 
the see of tramps, declarer starts 
running diamonds* Since East must 
follow to four rounds of the wot , 
declarer is able to (fisawd both dubs 
as East Tuffs. In aQ d eclare r wffl 
score one tramp, four raffs, four 
diamonds and the ace of dobs — 10 

tricks. _ _ 

At the things went a little 
differently. Instead of btiadByebty- 
iiw fha minim “ BS tlOud build low™ 
and following with the (fence of 
trumps at trick two. West produced 
the V«g - Declarer coaid not afford 
to dockbecanafi West would be aWe 
to cash two dob tricks- 

Bet after w inni ng the ace of 
spyV. declarer could not attempt 
to no diamond* became West 
wyili mff the second romxL So de- 
clarer eontinned a tmnsp. East's tan 
won, and the defen de r (pdc Uy 
cashed the queen of swefes. When 
the smoke cleared, declarer had 

scored one spade, five dtomande and 

the aoe of dobs, but o»dy two raffs. 
Down on*. 
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Over 25,000 rtumers cross the Verrazano-Namms Bridge at the 
start of the 1993 New Yah City Marathon Snnday (AFP photo) 

Espinosa, Pippig win 
New York Marathon 


NEW YORK (AP) — Soaring 
autumn temperatures sent at 
least 55 runners to hospitals as 
Mexico’s Andres Espinosa and 
Germany’s Uta Piping won the 
New York City Marathon. 

The unseasonably warm 
weather — a record 72 degrees 
(22 degrees Celsius) — caused 
27 people to be taken to hos- 
pitals from the course and 
another 28 from the finish 
area, said Gus Pappas, a 
spokesman for New York’s 
Emergency Medical Service. 

Two runners evacuated from 
Central Park by helicopter af- 
ter ice baths failed to revive 
them and were upgraded to 
stable condition Sunday night 
They were identified as Peter 
Zielinski, 26 of Derby, Conn., 
and Chris Muessel, 35, of 
Washington, D.C., according 
to Larry Dugan, a spokesman 
for Bellevue Medical Centra. 

Two of the top women run- 
ners, Kim Jones of Spokane, 
Wash., and Anne Mane Leiko 
of Glen Gardner, NJ., were 
among those hospitalised and 
released. Jones had an asthma 
attack near the 17th mile and 
dropped out. 

“I thought 1 was going to 
die,” Jones said in a statement 
issued by race officials, “It was 
pretty bad.” 

Letko, eighth in the 10,000 
metres at this year's World 
Championships, was treated 
for slight dehydration. 

- Espinosa, a runner-up the 
past two years, won in 2 hours, 
10 minutes and 4 seconds, the 
sixth fastest time in the world 
tins year, and American run- 
ners finished a surprising 
second and fifth. 

Bob Kempainen, 27, of Min- 
netonka, Minn., was second 
and Keith Brandy, 31, of 
Ormond Beach, Fla., was fifth, 
both with personal bests. 

The 30-year-old Espinosa, 


who trained in the high altitude 
near Mexico City, was ready 
for any weather conditions. 

“I was well-prepared for the 
heat or the cold,” he said. 

Espinosa was the surprise 
second-place finisher behind 
countryman Salvador Garcia in 
1991. Then he placed second 
again last year, nearly \Vi mi- 
nutes behind Willie Mtolo of 
South Africa. This time, Espi- 
nosa earned the $20,000 first 
prize and a new Mercedes- 
Benz Sedan, worth about 
$42,500. 

Pippig, 26, running the race 
for the first time, led nearly all 
of the final 20 miles (32 
kilometres) in winning the 
women’s division in 2:26:24, 
.below her previous career best 
of .2:26.-53. . 

No American-born man has 
won the New York City 
Marathon since 1979, when 
Bill Rodgers earned his fourth 
consecutive triumph. No 
American-born woman has 
won since Kim Merrit in 1975. . 

Sunday's performances were 
superb considering the temper- 
ature reached 70 degrees (21 
degrees Celsius) and the 
humidity was 61 per cent when 
the lead runners finished the 
26-mile, 385-yard (42.2- 
kUometxe) race through the 
city's five boroughs. Later, the 
temperature hit a record high 
72 (22 degrees Celsius). 

Kempainen, a medical stu- 
dent at Minnesota, was timed 
in 2:11:03, the fastest of the 
year by an American. It was 
more than a minute below his 
■previous best of 2:12:12 in 
finishing second in bis- 
marathon debut in the Twin 
Cities Marathon in 1991. 

It was the best finish by an 
American in this race since 
Ken Martin also was second in 
1989. 


New Furnished Floor of a Villa 

Shmeisanl, near Marriott Hotel. 3 bedrooms, 2 salons and 
dining room (L-shaped). living room, equipped kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, balcony, separate central heating, garage, and 
entrance. . 

Contact tel. 603070 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Furnished 3 bedrooms, super deluxe apartment with carpet, 
telephone, independent heating and panoramic view. 
Location between Third and Fourth Circles. Jabal Amman. 

For Inquiries call 825940, 642072 or 670376 


“HERE Gr ABROAD” 

We are known for our 


jewellery designs ! 


Rio de Janeiro 
Amman 


Bulgaria and China continue 
world weightlifting domination 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Yoto 
Yotov continued Bulgaria’s 
domination of men's events at 
the World Weightlifting Cham- 
pionships Monday night, 
sweeping all three gold medals 
in the 70- kilogramme division. 

Yotov, world champion in 
1991, snatched 155 kilogram- 
mes (3/4 pounds) and lifted 

187.5 (413 1/4) for a total of 

342.5 kilograms (255 pounds). 

Ergun Batmaz of Turkey 

took the silver medal overall, 
ahead of Olympic bronze, 
medallist Andreas Bebm of 
Germany. 

Batmaz took silver in the 
snatch ahead of Vasil VasSieu- 
of Bulgaria, who failed ion his 
three attempts at the jerk when 
hampered by a knee injury. 
Behm took silver in the Jerk 
ahead of Kim Hak-Bong of 
South Korea. 

Yotou's task was made 
easier by the absence of Israel 
Militosian of Armenia, who 
beat him for the gold medal in 
the 67.5-ktiogramine class at 
tiie 19% Olympics. 

Militosian is one of only two 
current Olympic champions 


not competing in these cham- 
pionships. 

“I didn’t care whether or not 
Militosian was here,” Yotou 
said. “I was ready to win 
against any opponent.” 

Bulgaria now was won three 
of the four divisions contested 
so far in the men’s competi- 
tion. China has won three of 
tiie four women's classes. 

Yotou's victory followed 
earlier triumphs by his compat- 
riots Ivan Ivanov and Nikolai 
Oeshalov. 

“It has been a very good 
championship for Bulgaria,” 
Yotov said. “I pat in a lot of 
work myself and this is the best 
result of my career.” 

Yotov did not make a third 
attempt at the snatch, which 
would have given him a possi- 
ble world record, preferring 
instead to save his strength for 
the dean-and-jeik. 

“I didn't come here to set 
world records, I am here to 
win,” be said. 

Sun Caiyan of China earlier 
clinched her third successive 
world title, winning gold med- 


als in all three sections of the 
women’s 59- kilogramme class. 

Sun, a 19-year-old physical 

education student from Limn- 
ing province in northern Ori. 
na, became the third straight 
Chinese women’s champion at 
the event, following the victor- 
ies of Chen Xlaoming in hte 
54- kilogramme class and Liu 
Xiuhua in the 50-kilogram 


Sun, stocky and poker- 
faced, won the 56-kilogramme 
class in both 1991 and 1992. 

She hoisted 97.5 kilogram- 
mes (215 pounds) in the snatch 
and 120 (264 Vi) in the dean- 
and-jerk for a total of217V7) — 
15 kilograms (33 pounds) more 
than her nearest rivaL 

All three lifts wili be recog- 
nised as world records in the 
new weight class. 

Sun won convincingly de- 
spite being troubled by a pain- 
ful back, injury before and 
during competition. 

Gergena Kirilova of Bulgar- 
ia swept the silver medals. 
Maria Christoforidou of 
Greece, the current European 


and former world champion* 
took three bronag gjedals. 
Christoforidou ggjd before 

the competition feat there 
were suspicions among rival 
lifters of drug afruie by the 
Chinese competJtutti a claim 
that was rejected Mpanday by 
Chinese head coach Wen Xhi- 

When has a simple explana- 
tion for the suggggs of the 
Chinese women, who won 26 
of the 27 golds at the last world 
women's championships at 
Varna, Bulgaria. 

“We have a large population 
and 10,000 women lifters,” he 
stud. “It is natural that we 
should produce some of the 
top athletes.” 

The championships are the 
first event in which world re- 
cords can be officially recog- 
nised in new weight classes 
introduced earalier this year by 
the International Weightlifting 
Federation. 

Lifting in 10 men’s divisions 
and nine women’s divisions 
continues at the Royal Exhibi- 
tion bufiding through Nov. 21. 


World Cup tension mounts in Europe 


LONDON (R) — The 1994 
World Cup jigsaw will be com- 
pleted Wednesday as 16 teams 
battle for the last nine places in 
the finals on one of the most 
tense and frenetic nights ever 
of European international soc- 
cer. 

Sixteen months of qualifying 
competition have produced 
only four of Europe's 12 final- 
ists. But the destiny of the 
other eight spots will be de- 
cided in a coordinated feast of 

font hailin g dr ama . 

And the last of the 24 final- 
ists wfl] be known a few hours 
later when Argentina and Au- 
stralia come head-to-head in 
the second episode erf their 
two-leg playoff in Buenos 
Aires. The first leg was a 1-1 
draw. 

Argentina are one of three 
former World Cup winners still 
fighting to qualify for next 
year’s historic finals in the Un- 
tied States — the first staged 
outside Europe or Soptfa,,aqd_ 
Central America.; 

Italy, winners in 1934, 1938 
and 1982, and England, win- 


ners in 1966, are the other two 
— with England likely to be- 
come the second former world 
champions to miss out. 

Two-time winners Uruguay 
have already foiled to qualify 
at the expense of Bolivia, who 
joined another of the former 
world champions Brazil and 
Colombia from South Amer- 
ica. 

England’s slim chances of 
being in next month’s World 
Cup draw in tiie gambling re- 
sort of Las Vegas rests on 
beating minnows San Marino 
by seven goals in Bologna and 
Poland delivering an unlikely 
victory over the Netherlands in 
Poznan. 

England manager Graham 
Taylor is dinging positively to 
their outside chance. “Every- 
body has a dream and mine is 
obviously qualification. It is 
now a very distant dream but 
it’s not over,” he said. 

Italy have an easier task to 
dahu their American ticket, 
needing a draw at home to 
Portugal in Group 1 where 
Switzerland are also vying for 


Argentina playing to win 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Argentina will play Australia 
“with intentions of winning," 
coach Alfio Basile said Friday, 
even though a goal-less draw 
would be enough to send his 
team into the World Cup fin- 
als. 

Argentina and Australia 
played to a 1-1 draw last month 
in the opener of their two- 
game qualifying series. The 


winner in Wednesday’s re- 
match here advances to the 
24-team World Cup finals next 
year in the United States. 

Argentina would also adv- 
anced if the match end 0-0, 
with goals away from home 
being the tiebreaker. That is a 
slight advantage for a team 
that survived a must-win match 
in group play just to reach this 
senes. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Newly furnished, consisting of a living area, 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully equipped kitch- 
en, telephone and parking area. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 
between 4th and 5th Circles. 

Telephone: 699606 after 3:30 p.m. 





their first trip to the finals since 
1966. 

Switzerland require a victory 
by two goals over Estonia to be 
certain, although 1-0 could be 
enough depending on the other 
match result. 

European champions De- 
nmark are also in danger of 
foiling to qualify, needing a 
draw against Spain in the hot 
bed of Seville to deny their 
opponents a place — unless the 
Republic of Ireland foil to win 
in neighbouring Northern Ire- 
land. 

If Denmark win, and they 
are unbeaten in their previous 
11 qualifying games, then a 
draw would also see the Irish in 
their second successive finals. 

The most complicated of 
Wednesday’s permutations is 
in Group 4 where four teams 
— leaders Belgium, Romania, 
Czechoslovakia and Wales — 
are still in ooutention for the 
two places. 

Belgium need a draw at 
home to Czechoslovakia, while 
a point for Romania in Wales 
would be enough for than. 
Victory for the Welsh and the 
Czechs and Slovaks should see 
them through. 

If Belgium win, it will be tiie 


ead of the road for the 
Czechoslovak team — World 
Cup finalists in 1934 and 1962. 
They break up into the separate 
teams of the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia once their World 
Cup campaign ends. 

In Group France need just a 
drawathom to Bulgaria to join 
Sweden as qualifiers, but after 
their shock >2 defeat at home 
to Israel last month that is not 
a forgone conclusion and it 
promises to be a tense night at 
the Parc Des Princes. 

The four European quali- 
fiers include two Surprises in 
first-time finalists Greece, and 
Norway — making fear first 
appearance since 1938. Russia 
and Sweden are the other two 
rides to have booked their 
places. 

The automatic qualifiers, 
holders Germany ana hosts the 
United States, have also been 
joined by Mexica, Africans 
Nigeria, Cameroon and 
Morocco, and Saudi Arabia 
and South Korea from the 
Asian Confederation. 

As if Wednesdsay’s World 
Cop drama was not enough, 
world champions Germany are 
in friendly action in Cologne — 
against Brazil. 


Only for diplomats and businessmen. 

Consists of three bedrooms, including one master bedroom, 
3 bathrooms, living room, dining, sitting room, with telephone, 
garage and garden. Luxurious furniture, with separate 
services. Rent to be paid annually. Rent to be fixed after 
inspection of site. 

Location: Mecca Street, behind Kanaan Gas Station. 
Tel. 823483 


Choice and Value 


Are difficult. 

We have it! 

AJAN1 




Amra Hotel - Amman. 


MANAGER FOR 3-STAR HOTEL 

Male or female, minimum 5 years experience, 
age 30 and above. Ideally good sales and 
marketing background, food and beverage 
knowledge, capable of training/directing de- 
partment heads and staff. French and English 
important. Needs to be dynamic, take initia- 
tive and have endurance in order to follow 
through all actions. Salary on full board basis 
with service points $1,500. 

This offer is very interesting for a dynamic 
person; lots of responsibilities and possibili- 
ties to create new systems, lots of room for 
new ideas and initiatives. Strong back-up by 
the chain hotels in Jordan, lots of possibilities 
to grow within the whole company. 

Send your C.V. to: 

Aquamarlna Hotel - Club 

P.O.BOX 96 

Aqaba - Jordan 



Cheats 


TeL: 634144 


JURASSIC PARK 

Shan: IMfc Mfc 10:30 


nmi» 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD *V 

Harrison Ford — in 

The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:31). Hl:3fl 

Tc CONCORD ‘2’ in 


The Prince Of Tides 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6H«». HAS. 10:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, Aida Riad 
in 

Three On The Road 

Shows: li'30, 3:00, 5:00, 6-JO, 8:30, 10:30 


TW.: 675571 

NabD AI RatiahtS Thittra 


prasente^^pia^aij^lled^ 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer fssa. Daoud Jaiajei. 
Hassan AI Shear, Fuad ShomaH 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


NabB & HtefwrS's Td.: ffisissl 

ARLAN THEATRE . 


Tfte political comeay 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 6:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dally warns Turkey against attacking rebels 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian newspaper Monday warned 
Turkey against Launching military strikes on Kurdifo rebels 
hiding out in Iran. “Any action taken against our sovereignty 
and national security wul face a strong reaction from Iran,” 
the Jomhurilslami daily said. Turkish Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller “should be strongly warned not to overstep her limits or 
she will have added to ber problems,” it said. Ms. Ciller, in a 
meeting Friday in Ankara with Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alaeddin Borujerdi, proposed that Iran and Turkey 
root out Kurdish rebels in the Iranian region of Maku, dose to 
the border with Turkey. Otherwise, Ms. Ciller warned, 
Turkey would act on its own to protect its interests. The prime 
minister did not elaborate, but the Turkish news media said 
she had called for unilateral cross-border operations against 
the Kurds. Jomhuri Island blamed the Kurdish rebellion in 
Turkey on “Ankara's weaknesses and abnormalities in its 
policies. ” 

# 

UAE bans imports of hubara bustard 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has banned the importation of hubara bustards, a favourite' 
among falconers in the Arabian Peninsula, the national news 
agency WAM reported Monday. The federal cabinet 
approved a recommendation by the higher environment 
committee banning the import of dead or live bustards, the 
agency said. “The decision is in line with international 
agreements on trade in endangered creatures,” it said. 
Bustards are widely used in the UAE and other parts of the 
Arabian Peninsula by falconers, enthusiasts of a traditional 
and popular sport in the Gulf. But several Gulf states have 
banned the hunting of birds and animals after alarming reports 
on damage to wildlife. The UAE president, Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan A1 Nahayan, is financing a multi-mfllion-dollar project 
at A1 Ain Zoo to breed endangered animals and birds and 
release them back into nature. 

Eban sues U.S. town for broken hip 

REDWOOD CITY (AP) — Israel’s former foreign minister, 
Abba Eban, has filed suit against the San Mateo Performing 
Aris Centre for unspecified damages after he fell from a 
temporary platform where he had been making, a newspaper 
reported. Mr. Eban, 78, suffered a broken hip and was 
disabled for several months after the fall on Jan. 9, the San 
Francisco Examiner reported in Monday’s editions. Mr. Eban 
fell when “he stepped off a temporary platform that had been 
erected on the stage,” according to the suit, filed Friday in San 
Mateo county superior court. The accident resulted from 
“negligent, careless, willful or wanton misconduct in creating 
or maintaining the dangerous and defective conditions,” the 
suit alleges. The San Mateo Union High School district, on 
whose property the centre is located, and San Mateo County 
also are listed as defendants. Redwood City is 35 kilometres 
southeast of San Francisco in Silicon Valley. Mr. Eban was 
hospitalised for several days at Mills Hospital in San Mateq 
and then transferred to hospital in New York, according to 
San Francisco attorney David Baum. Mr. Eban lives in New 
York City. 

Anti-malaria campaign in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFT) — The Sudanese government Monday 
announced plans to launch a nationwide anti-malaria cam- 
paign that will cover all nine states in the country. The cabinet 
decided to launch the “emejgEUcy” canyaign on Sunday, the 
offidal SUNA news agency said, after ministers heard a report 
on the spread of malaria in central Sudan from federal Health 
Minister Captain Ghvak Deng. Last week, a government- 
owned daily, Allngaz A1 Watani, reported that 2,879 people 
died of malaria in one hospital alone in die space of a month 
and said the disease had taken die form of an epidemic. A 
federal government offidal refuted die report, saying it was 
"irresponsible,” but no correction was made in either of the 
government newspapers. Munir Abarou, head of the epidemic 
department at the federal ministry in Khartoum, has asserted 
that “the rise in malaria was seasonal” and that ‘it is under 
control.” 

Afghan minister appeals to Iran for fuel 

NICOSIA (R) — Afghanistan's foreign minister appealed for 
more fuel supplies from Iran on Monday, but the Tehran 
Times said requests for economic aid were “absurd” from a 
country whose rulers kept fighting each other. Tehran Radio 
said President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani met Foreign Minis- 
ter Hidayat Amin Arsalla and voiced concern about “de- 
terioration of security and stability," in Afghanistan. Mi. 
Arsalla asked for more fuel aid from Iran to overcome a 
shortage in the coming winter, it said. The radio quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjani as saying Tehran would help Afghanistan’s recon- 
struction but did not say if be specifically replied to the fuel 
request. The Tehran Times criticised Afghan leaders for 
engaging in a “futile and devastating civil war” since over- 
throwing Kabul's communist government in April 1992. 
“Don’t you think that your request for assistance in the 
rehabilitation of the Afghan economy appears rather absurd 
when the principal political groups in Afghanistan... are busy 
planting mines... instead of plowing fields and growing 
wheat?" it said. The paper, considered close to the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry said Afghan leaders should realise that no 
government in the world is prepared to give financial help to a 
country “whose leaders can think of nothing but the devasta- 
tion or their country and the massacre of their citizens.” 

China air crash killed 11 —agency 

BEUING (R) — At least 11 people were killed and 24 others 
injured in Saturday’s crashiandingof a Chinese MD-82 airliner 
in a field near the western city of Urnrnqi, according to a 
Beijing-rfin news service. The China Northern Airlines plane, 
on a flight to Urumqi from the northeastern city of Shenyang 
via Beijing, was carrying 101 people. The China News Service 
(CNS) said in a report seen on Monday the plane had ditched 
in a field just outside Urumqi, breaking into pieces on impact 
and later catching fire. “So far it is known that 11 people have 
died in the accident,” title CNS report said. Airline and civil 
aviation officials contacted on Monday said they were still 
unable to confirm the fatalities or make any comment on the 
cause of the accident. 

American missionary kidnapped in Philippines 

MANILA (AP) — An American conducting linguistic re- 
search was seized by six gunmen on a remote island in the 
southern Philippines, authorities reported Monday. Sulu 
provincial police said Chari es Walton, 61, of Chicago was 
abducted Sunday night on the island of Panguitaran, 850 
kilometres south of Manila. The kidnappers fled aboard two 
speedboats towards the southwestern island province of 
Tawi-Tawi and were chased by police in another boat, police 
said in a report. However, police gave up the chase because of 
bad weather and a shortage of fuel, the report said. Kent 
Hirschelman, director for public affairs of the summer 
institute of tinguistics, said Mr- Walton has been doing 
linguistics research in the Philippines for 20 years. 

Serbia foreign minister visits Libya 

TUNIS (R) — Serbian Foreign Minister Valdisiav Jovanovicis 
m Libya for talks, foe official Libyan news agency (JANA) 
reported Monday. The Serbian minister was welcomed at his 
arrival in Tripoli by Libya’s Foreign Minister Omar A1 
Montasser, it said. Libya and Serbia both have been slapped 
with U.N. sanctions for not complying with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. Diplomats said Mr. Jovanovic entered 
Libya through the land border with Tunisia. 



Libya seeks 
Egypt’s help 
on Lockerbie 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libya 
sought Egypt’s help on Mon- 
day in an effort to ease new 
U.N. sanctions clamped on 
Tripoli for its failure to yield 
suspects in the Lockerbie plane 
bombing. 

“Egypt has always played a 
positive role in this issue and 
we expect Egypt to exert fresh 
effors in this connection,” 
Libya’s Unity Affairs Minister 
Jomaa A1 Fezzani told repor- 
ters after meeting with Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. 

Mr. Musa was not available 
to reporters for comment. 

Mr. Fezzani denounced as 
unjust the council’s decision to. 
impose fresh sanctions. 

“It is unfair for the interna- 
tional community to besiege a 
country and order its people to 
go hungry for the mere fact 
that they want two suspects to 
stand for trial," be said. 

He said Libya had offered 
several initiatives accepting the 
principle of trial. 

Initial sanctions, including a 
ban on air travel to and from 
Libya, were imposed in 1992. 
New measures which take 
effect on Dec. 1 freeze Libya's 
funds abroad and bar the im- 
port of equipment used in oil 
transport terminals and re- 
fineries. Oil exports are still 
permitted. 

The aim of the sanctions is to 
get Libya to torn over the two 
suspects for trial in Britain or 
the United States. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey said the new sanctions 
would eventually erode Libya’s 
00 operations. 

The industry .weekly, pub- 
lished in Cyprus, said the sanc- 
tions “do not impose any direct 
impediments on oil exports 
(but) the new restrictions on 
foe supply of necessary compo- 
nents for 00 export and refin- 
ing facilities could eventually 
hamper these operations to a 
significant extent.” 

The main impact of the ban 
is expected to be felt in Libya’s 


refineries, here fires and 
machinery breakdowns are 
common, especially in older 

facilities. 

Libya reopens border 

Libya reopened its border 
with Tunisia Monday after a 
24-hour closure to protest at 
the new sanctions, travellers 
and officials said. 

“The traffic is normal to- 
day,” a local official said by 
telephone from the Tunisian 
checkpoint of Ras Ajdir. 

On Sunday, the official Li- 
byan news agency JANA re- 
ported sit-in protests by local 
assemblies against ‘the sanc- 
tions in Ras Ajdir, on the road 
to the Libyan capital Tripoli. 

Similar protests were held at 
Umsaad, on the eastern border 
with Egypt. 

JANA did not say explicitly 
that the borders were dosed 
but the local assemblies, called 
“baric popular congresses,” at 
the two border checkpoints are 
composed mainly of policemen 
and customs officials. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has for years mark*, a 
practice of sealing his country 
off from the outride world for 
periods of protest against the 
policies of foreign govern- 
ments, mainly the West. 

With Col. Qadhafi in their 
midst, “roaring masses” of Li- 
byans HnniantfeH that he mill 
Libya out of the United Na- 
tions and shut down its o0 
fields. 

The Libyan leader re- 
sponded enthusiastically in a 
speech broadcast Sunday on 
offidal Libyan radio, shouting: 
“This is foe time of defiance, 
the time to be determined to 
win and the -time to defend 
dignity, the future, history and 
honour.” 

Col. Qadhafi’s appearance 
at Tajura east of Tripoli was 
taped a day earlier. The British 
Broadcasting. Corporation, 
monitored the broadcast Sun- 
day. . ■ 




CELEBRATIONS: Palestinian scouts march in 
Jericho Monday during celebrations marking 
the filth anniversary of the declaration of the 
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FIS threatens French targets 


PARIS (AFP) — Algeria’s 
outla wed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) has threatened to 
strike against French nationals 
and interests in a communique 
sent to AFFs headquarters in 
Paris on Monday. 

The communique, dated' 
Nov. 14 and written in Arabic, 
was signed by Abdul Razak 
Red jam, a spokesman for foe 
group’s executive council 
which went into hiding in 
spring 1992 after the nrifitaiy 
intervened to scrap the second 
round, of a general election the 
'FIS was poised to win. 

Since then, armed fun- 
damentalists have been waging 
a guerrilla war against the 
security forces and last month 
kidnapped three French consu- 
lar workers in Algiers who 
were later released. 

The French government re- 
taliated last week by launching 
a nationwide crackdown 
against suspected Algerian 
fundamentalists and question- 
ing about 100 people, including 
the head of an Algerian group 
dose to the FIS. 

The man, Jaffar A1 Houari, 
whose organisation the Alge- 
rian Brotherhood in France 
(FAF) is seen as a front for the 
FIS, was placed under house 
arrest Saturday and three other 
key figures were indicted. 

In the authenticated com- 
munique, Mr. Redjam said . 


without specifically naming 
France, ’'that those cooperat- 
ing with a regime that has no 
other objective titan to remain 
in power will be linked to the 
crime being committed against 
Algeria’s people," and will 
have to suffer the consequ- 
ences by seeing “their own 
nationals hit andtheir interests 
destroyed.” 

“The government of a coun- 
try that calls for the respect of 
human rights and then goes on 
to arrest dozens of Muslim 
Algerians and provides mate- 
rial support to the fascists (in 


power) is the real party re- 
sponsible for the death of its 
nationals,” be said. 

The communique went on to 
say that the FIS refuses any 
“negotiation, reconciliation or 
ceasefire with the coup lead- 
ers” and that only a “radical 
change” would be satisfatoiy. 

According to rumours in the 
Algerian capital, authorities 
there are trying to establish 
contact with members of the 
FIS in order to open negotia- 
tions that could lead to fresh 
elections. 

The government has not de- • 
nied an Algerian newspaper 
report that a member of its 
dialogue commission has held 
preliminary discussions until a 
former FIS leader, Abdul Kad- 
er Hacham, held in preventive 
dete ntion in - 


‘FIS founder freed’ 

An FIS founding member 
has been released by kidnap- 
pers who vowed to strike 
against fanriamantaKstextrera- 
ists, the Ai Khabar newspaper 
of Algeria reported Monday. 

Mohammad Hjini Bonjel- 
kha, a mathematics lecturer at 
Algiers Bab AI Zouar Uni- 
versity, returned home on Sun- 
day evening, foe daily paper 
said, quoting "informed 
sources.” 

It gave no details of the 

circumstances in which Mr. 
Boujelkha was freed and did 
not say whether security forces 

had untervened. 

Mr. Boujelkha was kidnap- 
ped on Nov. 8 after hooded 
and aimed gunmen cktiming to 
be police officers burst into his 
home late in the evening. His 
wife Asma told authorities that 
on Thursday foe received an 
anonymous phone call telling 
her that her husband was in the* 
hands of a group known as the 
Organisation of Free Young 
Algerians and that he was a 
traitor. 

The organisation, which 
claimed to be anti- 
fundamentalist, surfaced 
almost two weeks ago, has 
vowed to “make supporters of 
those shedding foe blood of 
Algeria’s children pay foe price 
pgr their .aptiflt}-” 


Iraq frees 
U.S. oilman 

BAGHDAD (R) — American 
oilman Kenneth Beaty,, sent- 
enced to eight years in prison 
for illegally entering Iraq from 
Kuwait,- walked fare on Mon- 
day after 205 days in an Iraqi 
jail. 

An Iraqi statement - skid 
President Saddam Hussein had 
ordered Mr. Beaty’s release in 
response to a request from 
U.S. Senator David Boren and 
other prominent Americans- 

Mr. Beaty, who is in his 50s 
and has heart problems; had 
been held since April. “I have 
been looking forward to this 
moment in foe past 205 days in 
prison,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Boren, joined by a smil- 
ing Beaty at a Baghdad hotel 
before leaving for Jordan, said 
his visit was private and should 
not be interpreted as a shift in 
American policy. 

“It has been announced by 
the government be win be 
accompanying me to Am- 
man,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

“Having left a fine woman 
and two beautiful children that 
are anxious (and) who are 
waiting for Mr. Beaty’s return 

I know bow happy they are 

going to be,” he said. 

Mr. Beaty, wearing jeans 
and a T-shirt, described foe 
time be spent in Iraq as “a 
difficult experience” rat said 
be was never mistreated. The 
way “doctors, staff, the prison 
treated me was excellent ... I 
have no complaints whatsoev- 
er,” he added. 

Mr. Beaty, from Oklahoma, 
was originally charged with 
illegal entry ami espionage but 
during Ins trial in May he was 
found guilty only of illegal en- 

try “, - 

He is the sixth foreigner 
President Saddam has freed in 
less than two months. Four 
westerners — three Britons 
and a Frenchman — remain in 
jafl on illegal entry charges. 

Mr. Boren, stressing the pri- 
vate nature of his visit, empha- 
sised that no deal had been 
struck with the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

An Iraqi spokesman said 
President Saddam ordered Mr. 
Beaty’s release after receiving 
a request from Mr. Boren and 
“several prominent American 
figures.” The Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said Mr. Boren 
forwarded the request to De- 
puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, whom he met Sunday. 

INA said it had “learned 
that the senator (Boren) ... 
was opposed to the war which 
(former U.S. President) 
George Bush waged against 
Iraq.” 


Indian jet in ‘miraculous’ 
landing in rice field 


MADRAS (AFP) — An Info- 
an Airlines Airbus jet carrying 
259 passengers and crew made 
a “miraculous” emergency 
landing in a rice field in south-' 
era India Monday after run- 
ning out of fuel on a domestic 
fl ight. 

Medical workers rushed to 
foe site to give first aid to 
several shaken people waiting 
around in ankle-deep mud, bat 
said no one was seriously in- 
jured although some of the 247 
passengers were hurled to the 
floor daring the emergency 
landing. 

The jet, which bad taken off 
from Madras, bad been due to 
stop over at Hyderabad while 
on a flight to New Delhi, but 
had been forced to return back 
because of thick fog over the 
runway, R.K. Bhalla, the jet’s 
chief pilot, said. 

On its return flight, the air- 
craft began losing altitude ab- 
out 100 kilometres from Mad- 
ras, forcing Mr. Bhalla to land 
die jet near the town of Tira- 
pati, in Andhra Pradesh, he 
said. 

'“‘Suddenly I found that there 
was a fuel shortage doe to 
some technical problem and so 
I decided to make an emergen- 
cy landing.” Mr. Bhalla told 
reporters in Tirupati. Earlier 


reports said the A-SOffs flaps 
malfunctioned. 

Hie front wbeelcaniage of 
the plane was wrecked and 
several passenger seats were 
wrenched out of the floor due 
to foe impact, airline officials 
said, describing the landing a 
“sheer miracle.” 

“No one was seriously hurt 
but emergency aid was given as 
a precaution,” one medical 
worker said later. 

Two naval helicopters and 
government buses evacuated 
passengers and the crew to 
Madras as civil aviation experts 
reached the site to launch a 
salvage operation. 

Indian Airlines officials said 
the plane involved in Monday’s 
accident had joined the fleet of 
the domestic carrier on Oct 
31, 1976, and had logged more 
than 36,000 flying hours. 

The plane had also suffered 
a bird-hit over New Delhi on 
Nov. 5 but was declared air- 
worthy after repairs and was 
pressed into service the next 
day, foe officials said. 

Civil aviation "authorities 
have ordered an inquiry into 
the accident. They said that 
attempts were being made to 
retrieve foe downed plane's 
flight date recorder, known as 
the black box. 


Police quiz Kashmir men 
after escape from shrine 


SRINAGAR (R) — Police in 
foe northern state of Jammu 
and Kashmir were questioning 
four people on Monday who 
apparently escaped from Srina- 
gar’s beseiged Hazratbal 
shrine. 

Indian troops meanwhile kil- 
led 10 separatist militants in a 
rare incident in the Ladakh 
region of Kashmir, army offi- 
cials in Jammu, the state's win- 
ter capital, sakl. 

. Police in Srinagar said 10 
more militants had been killed 
in other parts of the troubled 
border state since Sunday. 

Kashmir police chief Maben- 
dra Sabhaiwal said one mili- 
tant with a grenade a pp aren tly 
escaped from the Hazratbal 
shrine on Monday, the fourth 
to do so in two days. He was 
the 15th to leave foe building 
since troops surrounded it on 
Oct. 15. 

Three people, mciufong a 
55-year-old beggar, left the 
shrine on Sunday. Mr. Sabhar- 
wal said. 

“There are hardliners 
among the people ... who are 
not allowing the others to sur- 
render," be told a news confer- 
ence. “We have been told 
some militants warn to surren- 
der." 

Indian troops surrounded 
the forme by scenic Dal Lake 


after intelligence reports said 
some of the mOrtants were 
planning to desecrate its inner 
sanctum, which houses what 
Kashmiris believe is a hair 
from the Prophet Mohammad. 

Mr. Sabharwal quoted the 
four who. had come out of the 
shrine since Sunday as saying 
the relic was safe, but he added 
that the government planned 
to continue the siege to ensure 
that the sacred hair was not 
harmed. 

Army officers privately say 
they laid the siege to a trap a 
top militant leader whom they 
mistakenly believed to be in- 
side. ... 

' The army says there are up 
to 50 militants among some 80 
people still holed up inside. 

On Thursday the militants 
won supplies of blankets and 
warm dotbes, a sign they are 
prepari n g for a long stand-off 


pre p arin g 
with Indi 


Indian troops during 
Kashmir’s harsh winter. 

The Kashmir high court 
directed the government to 
provide woollens and blankets 
to foe civilians among those 


The court’s ruling appeared 
to be a setback for the govern- 
ment, which was embarrassed 
earlier by 7 similar directive to. 
provide everyone in the mos- 
que with food and water. 


U.S.: Hizbollah may plan carbombs in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (R) — U.S. 
officials said Monday that 
members of the Shi’ite Muslim 
fundamentalist organisation 
Hizbollah had arrived in 
Mogadishu and could be plan- 
ning carbomb attacks on U.S. 
and U.N. forces in Somalia. 

“We hear there's less than 
half a dozen of them from 
Lebanon or Iran,” said one 
U.S. official who asked not to 
be named. The Hizbollah team 
allegedly included car bombing 
experts, he added. 

U.S. officials say that hard- 
line followers of faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
have links with Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) and that foe United 
States will hold General 
Aideed responsible if anyone 
uses carbombs against U.S. 
forces. 

Bat Gen. Aideed’s followers 
dismissed the report as an 
attempt by the United Nations 
to besmirch foe name of their 
leader and to raise tensions in 
foe capital. 

Many Somalis also rejected 
it as crude propaganda, saying 
it was most unlikely that any 
Somali group would have links 


with Hizbollah. Somalis are 
Sunni Muslims, not Sbi’ites. 

“We don’t even have contact 
with them (Hizbollah). The 
U.N. is generating this prob- 
lem,” said Abdi AbshLr 
Kahiye, a member of Gen. 
Aideed’s Soniali National 
Alliance. 

“Either the Americans have 
got their information from a 
wrong source or this is disin- 
formation against Aideed,” 
said Somali journalist Ali 
Musa. 

The U.S. offidal said there 
could be a connection between 
foe arrival of the pro-Iranian 
fundamentalists and the hi- 
jacking of a car with U.N. 
markings hi Mogadishu Satur- 
day. 

In the attack on the car, four 
gunmen killed Kai Lincoln, 23, 
an American civilian wo rking 
for foe United Nations, and 
wounded two other U.N. staff 
who were in foe vehicle. 

“There could be a tie,” said 
the U.S. offidal. The United 


unalis also rejected Nations was tightening security 

propaganda, saying checks at all UN. installations 
t unlikely that any from Monday, he added. 


from Monday, he added. 
Except for foe fundamental- 


ist group AI Ittihad (Union), 
which has limited influence, 
Somali factions are dan-based 
rather tfaan religious in nature. 

But in recent months U.N. 
and U.S. officiate have repe- 
atedly claimed that Geo. 
Aideed has links with Iran and 
Sudan and that he has received 
arms from abroad. 

The United Nations dosed a 
bush a ir str i p outside the capital 
in August, saying Gen. Aideed 
was using it as a conduit to 
smuggle in weapons . to fight 
the U.N. army. 

It was later reopened and 
tiie normal t raffic of qat, a 
stimulant leaf chewed *by 
Somalis, started to flow again 1 
from neighbouring Kenya. 

In September, the united 
Nations said Gen. Aideed had 
surface-to-air missiles which be 
could rise against aircraft. 

Three U.S. Black Hawk 
helicopters were later . shot : 
down and other aircraft were 
damaged — but all of them 
were hit by rocket-propelled 
grenades rather than anti- 
aircraft missiles. 

A month after U.S. and 
other troops gave up a hunt for* 


Gen. Aideed to put him on 
trial for the minder of U.N. 
troops, Mogadishu is relatively 
quiet. 

But banditry ison foe rate. 

On Saturday, dan gun m en 
ambushed a track convoy 
north of Mogadishu, falling ab- 
out 15 people and wounding at . 
least 19 others, U.N.. military 
officials said. 

On Sunday, about 10 Soma- 
lis attacked a convoy of three 
vehicles belonging to U.&. civi- 
lian logistics contractor Brown 
and Root in the capital. 

U.S. soldiers were, escorting 
the civilian vchides, which 
broke through die ambush 
Without casualties. 

U.S. -military spokesman 
Colonel Steven Rausch said 
the attack; seemed to be moti- 
vated by dan rancour. 

Members of one dan were 
angry tht the U.S. contractor 
was employing drivers from 
Gen'. Aideed’s Habre Gefor 
clan, he said. 

Such disputes recall foe 
months before U.S. forces ar- 
rived last December ip save ' 
the country from fam ine and 
anarchy. 



Diana vlsttr f • r ; 

N. Ireland 

ENNISKILLEN* Northern 
Ireland fAFP) — Princess Di- j 
ana made a surprise -visit to" 
Northern . Ireland Sunday 
celebrate Remembrance Day : 
with residents of EamstiUea, jr* 
where a terrorist bomb ldOed' 

11 people on the Same date m 
1987. For security reasons her ^ 
visit to Northern Ireland was 
kept secret until she arrived in 
tius small town in ■- Country 
Fermanagh. Earlier in Lon- 
don, Buckingham Palace ' 
announced that Princess Di- 
ana, estranged wife of heir to 
the British throne Prince 
Charles, would attend cere- 
monies in memory of war dead 
with the royal family in Lon- 
dou. The Princess of Wales, 
dressed in a black suit, laid a 
wreath at the foot of a meant- < 
meat erected origraaHy to tin 
war dead and later defeated 
also to victims of foe ^ Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) bomb 
six years ago. Sms ateomsagn- : 
rated a “cairn for peace,” a 
traditional pyramid of stones 
built on foe banks of Lake 
Erne by young Protestants and 
Roman Catholics from the re- 
gion. Six yean ago, the prin- 
cess visited victims of foe Ear' 
niskillen attack alongside 
Prince Charles just two -weeks ; 
after tbebombing. She and foe - 
prince separated a year ago. In 
London, most of the royal 
famil y and thousands of war-': 
veterans braved biting cold and 
violent winds to attend Re- 
meinbrance Day ceremonies in 
front of the Whitehall Ceoo- 
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Deng is In 
‘superb’ health 

BANGKOK (R) — ■' China’* 
89-year-old supreme leader 
Deng Xiaoping is in “superb” 
health and takes a daily walk 
for exercise, his eldest era said 
Monday. “My father’s health is 
superb,” Deng Pufang told a . 
news conference in the Thai 
capital Bangkok. “He- is . a 
strongman who perform s daily 
npqrase by walking and pfay- 
■fag bridge. Hte bridge tateot is . 
iMhe world cbamjnoo^evel ” . 
Mr. Deng Xiaoping stiQ moni- 
tors the political situation but 
spends most of his dafly life m 
retirement as a normal citizen, . 
Mr. Deng Pofang said. “He 
spends his time like other re- . 
tired people because be be-' 
Kevra the leaders of foe you* 
ger generation are capable of 
leading China and replacing 
hhn fra die task of developing 
the country.” Mr. Deng 
Pofang also said he would, like ., 
to take his troupe of disabled ■ 
musicians, singers and dancers 
on a tour of Beijing’s diploma- 
tic enemy Taiwan- “As Taiwan _ 
is part of mainland China, I 
have always wanted to take tee -... 
disabled people's art troupe to . 

stage oar show there,” be said 
in answer to a question. . . 

Woman accused 
off killing landlady 
overrent 

SYDNEY (R) — A 55-year- j 
old woman beat her landlady' 
to death when she came to ; 
collect Australian doflaft 848 ' 
($546) in rent, then dumped ». 
the body by tins mailbox, an .. 
Australian court was told Mon- V 
day. Barbara Joy Frankfin 
pleaded not guilty to the four* I- . 
der of Joyce Coleman, 63, in 
Hobart, capital of the southern 
island state of Tasmania, in 
March last year, prosecutor 
D amian Bngg told foe jury that 
Ms. Franklin, who owed seven - .. 
Weeks' rent, beat Ms. Coleman :: 
to death in the lounge of-te* 

rented flax, then dragged foe 

body to the buikfingte row tf - 
mailboxes where it was later 
discovered by a neighbour- 
Blood stains found on Mr- . • 
Franklin’s legs and pifher teat* ' 
oere matched a sample taken . 
from the body of her landlady* 
as did . blood fouiKj on the '! 
curtains in the lounge qf Ms. 
Franklin’s flat and on the fugr 
ners of foe stiding front < 

Neither the impact Wc 
nor the onto* clothing — 
Franklin was we&ring *at foe 1 
time has been found. - 
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Elton John • 
helped Jackson, * 
newspaper says 

LONDON (R)— Etas*e so4j 
peTStar Michael Jackson is 
coving treatment in Britain^*, 
a complete emotional breaks 
down from the doctor , 

helped British pegr stra!Elttfe=;(.-.‘ v 1 
John beat dr ink * * 

addiction, foe Suiu 


said Monday. 1 ... _ 

Ibid said John had come to 8#, 
rescue after a 
from actress Ebzabcfo Ti 
Jackson’s dose friend and oflfe . 
of foe last people, known 
have visited the sfhgpr before ' 
he cancelled his world tour K. 
Mexico Friday. ' 
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